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Water Year 2019
Colorado’s Climate in Review…
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MONTH T RANK P RANK
Oct 2018 31st coolest 14th westtest
Nov 2018 41st coolest near average
Dec 2018 near average 31st driest
Jan 2019 40th warmest 29th wettest
Feb 2019 29th coolest 17th wettest
Mar 2019 near average 5th wettest
Apr 2019 18th warmest near average
May 2019 5th coolest 15th wettest
Jun 2019 near average 42nd wettest
Jul 2019 22nd warmest 29th driest
Aug 2019 8th warmest 23rd driest
Sep 2019 record warmest 21st driest
Water Year near average 34th wettest

CO STATEWIDE RANKING in 125-YEAR 
RECORD

From NOAA NCEI’s National Temperature and Precipitation Rank 
Maps:
www.ncdc.noaa.gov/sotc/national
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2020 Water Year To Date

temperature, precipitation, 
anomalies, drought conditions
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** from warmest September on record to 4th 
coldest October on record is one of the largest 
rank jumps ever, and also one of the biggest 
changes in monthly average temperature **

Temperature and 
precipitation rank maps 
currently unavailable



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO 
CLIMATE 
CENTER

Winter Outlook

El Niño or La Niña?

CPC Outlooks

How important is start of season?
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No El Niño or La Niña forecast
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One Month Outlook
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Dec-Jan-Feb Outlook
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2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Oct-Nov snowpack

Total season snowpack
near normal

good season

bad season
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CPC and Model Outlooks…
✔ With no El Niño or La Niña forecast to dominate large-scale patterns, the 

outlook is a bit more uncertain for the winter.

✔ Temperature probabilities leaning toward warmer than average, likely 
driven by climate change signal.

✔ Precipitation probabilities are a lot more uncertain.

✔ Promising outlook for those areas that had a strong start to the water 
year with good snowpack in October and November.

✔ Don’t worry yet, there’s still a lot of snow accumulating season yet to go!



Thank you

Becky.Bolinger@colostate.edu

To view this and other presentations:
http://climate.colostate.edu/ccc_archive.html


