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CONSIDERATION AND APPROVAL OF FISH AND WILDLIFE
RESOURCES FUND GRANT APPLICATIONS PURSUANT TO SUB-
SECTIONS 2-4 OF SECTION 37-60-122.2, C.R.S.

May 17, 2011

The Colorado Water Conservation Board (CWCB) will accept applications
throughout the year for grants from the Fish and Wildlife Resources Fund for
design plans, engineering, and construction projects to: (1) address impacts from
the construction of water diversion, delivery, and storage facilities that require a
permit, license, or other approval from the United States; and (2) respond to
needs of declining native species and to those species protected under the federal
“Endangered Species Act of 1973, 16 U.S.C. sec. 1531, et seq., as amended, in a
manner that will carry out the state water policy.

Applications for grants from the Fish and Wildlife Resources Fund will be
accepted in the following categories:

1. Mitigation Grants to reduce, minimize, or avoid undesirable
impacts on fish and wildlife resources as outlined in the official
state recommendation, i.e. the State Fish and Wildlife
Mitigation Plan (Mitigation Plan).

2. Enhancement Grants  to improve the habitat of fish and
wildlife resources beyond existing conditions in the vicinity
of the project.

3. Species Recovery Grants for the purpose of responding to
needs of declining native species and to those species
protected under the federal “Endangered Species Act of 1973,
16 U.S.C. sec. 1531, et seq., as amended, ina  manner that
will carry out the state water policy.

The Board shall make Mitigation Grants only if the applicant funds mitigation
costs for the first 5 percent of the project’s design, engineering, and physical
construction costs (construction costs). The Board shall make Mitigation Grants
for the costs of mitigation for the impacts to fish and wildlife resources from the
construction, operation, or maintenance of water diversion, delivery, and storage
facilities up to an additional 5 percent of a project’s construction costs.
Mitigation Grant disbursements shall not exceed 70 percent of the amount of the
grant during any fiscal year. Mitigation grants shall be made only for
recommendations in the Mitigation Plan. The Board does not intend to make
Mitigation Grants for mitigation required outside of the Mitigation Plan.
Mitigation should not include that already required by a Federal Record of
Decision, County 1041 permit, or other permitting entity. The Mitigation Plan
may be adopted as part of a Federal Record of Decision or other permit. If so,
the Board shall fund only those components of the adopted Mitigation Plan that
are not included as part of the permitting entity mitigation requirement.
Mitigation grants shall only be awarded for a project after that project has
received a permit, license, or other approval from the United States and/or other
permitting entities.

The Board shall consider applications for Enhancement Grants after receiving a
recommendation from the Wildlife Commission. The Board may award an
Enhancement Grant with the concurrence of the Wildlife Commission.



PURPOSE:

APPLICABILITY:

PROCEDURE:

NOTE:

Enhancement Grant costs will be shared equally by the CWCB and the Division
of Wildlife.

The Board shall consider applications for Species Recovery Grants when funding
is not available from the Native Species Conservation Trust Fund.

The CWCB may, in any year, approve Enhancement and Species Conservation
Grants that the Board deems worthy of funding through the Fish and Wildlife
Resources Fund. Mitigation Grants shall be funded and will take precedence
over Enhancement and Species Recovery Grants. The CWCB will manage the
Fish and Wildlife Resources Fund in a manner that, over time, distributes grants
evenly between east and west slope applicants.

In the event that funds in the Fish and Wildlife Resources Fund are insufficient to
fully fund a Mitigation Grant request, the applicant will receive disbursements of
the grant as the General Assembly allocates such money for such purposes. The
CWCB may determine that full funding is not available based on the number of
Mitigation Grant applications and the distribution between east and west slope
applicants.

Fish and Wildlife Resources Fund allocations will be made for both Board
Polices 15 and 20 in the order that applications are received and approved.

The project applicant must have completed a fully executed funding contract
with the CWCB within 2 years of the grant authorization by the CWCB or the
Board will consider de-authorization of the grant.

To establish an approval process for grants from the Fish and Wildlife Resources
Fund.

This policy and procedure applies to applications for grants from the Fish and
Wildlife Resources Fund.

Prior to a Board meeting, the CWCB staff will prepare for the Board’s
consideration a summary of the technical, financial, and institutional
characteristics of each proposed design plan or construction project. Each
application will be reviewed for conformity with the goals and objectives of the
CWCB Strategic Plan. Grant applications for Mitigation Grants shall be funded
if the funds are available, and Enhancement and Species Recovery Grants will be
considered after Mitigation Grants are fully funded.

The Board will consider and CWCB staff will evaluate and recommend to the
Board Enhancement and Species Recovery Grant applications based on the
following:

o Soundness of the project design, work plan or plan of study;

Promotion of the goals and objectives of the Board’s Strategic Plan;

The need for the proposed project;

The need for financial assistance; and

Financial, technical, or administrative participation or coordination by all
affected local governmental or other entities (in-kind or cost-share funding).

Recognizing that future needs and responses to those needs cannot be predicted
with certainty, the Colorado Water Conservation Board reserves the right to
recommend for funding any design plan, engineering, or construction project that



it determines would: (1) address the fish and wildlife impacts from the
construction of water diversion, delivery, and storage facilities that require a
permit, license, or other approval from the United States; or (2) respond to needs
of declining native species and to those species protected under the federal
“Endangered Species Act of 1973”,16 U.S.C. sec. 1531, et seq., as amended, in a
manner that will carry out the state water policy.
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