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Month
T Rank      

(of 125 years)

Above, 

below, or 

near avg?

Oct 35th below

Nov 39th below

Dec 80th near

Jan 90th above

Feb 28th below

Mar 66th near

Apr 108th above

May 5th much below

June 42nd below

July 104th above

Water year thus far: 0.1℉ below the 20th century average
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Month
P Rank 

(of 125 years)

Above, below, 

or near avg?

Oct 112th above

Nov 45th near

Dec 31st below

Jan 94th above

Feb 109th above

Mar 120th much above

Apr 42nd below

May 111th above

June 82nd near

July 29th below
16th wettest October – July 
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Days
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Daily records

(Water year thus far: 

Oct 1 – Aug 21)

Weather Record Broken Record broken for 

a day

Record broken 

for a month

Highest max temperature 234 5

Highest min temperature 940 37

Lowest max temperature 1373 20

Lowest min temperature 718 5

Precipitation 1241 45

Snowfall 364 9

Source: https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/cdo-web/datatools/records

Note: we are currently investigating the observation of 115F at John 

Martin Dam on July 20, which if confirmed would be a new state 

record for maximum temperature



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER

Compare to 

last water 

year:
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month-to-date precip anomaly
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http://climate.colostate.edu/~drought/spi.html

http://climate.colostate.edu/~drought/spi.html
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Grand Lake



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER

Grand Junction

5th wettest on record through 

this point in the water year

2.7” above average

But July-August have been 

2nd driest on record...
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Montrose
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Mesa Verde NP

8th wettest on record through 

this point in the water year

6.1” above average
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Alamosa

1.5” above average
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Pueblo

1.1” above average
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Walsh

2nd wettest on record through 

this point in the water year

6.2” above average

But 4.1” below average since 

July 3
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Burlington
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Akron



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER

Boulder
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Drought

National Drought

Colorado Drought

Colorado Drought Facts



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER

Colorado Drought Monitor Facts

 Prior to May of this year:

 Since the beginning of the US Drought 

Monitor, our state had never been completely 

free of D0 – D4.

 Our previous record smallest amount of D0 

occurred in May 2001, when only 0.13% of our 

state showed D0.

 As of May 28, 2019:

 We became the last state to finally report a 

week of no D0-D4.

 We had 8 straight weeks of an empty map, but 

that streak ended on July 23
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Outlook

Next 7 days

8-14 day Outlook

CPC Outlooks

Precipitation Projections

What is happening with El Niño?
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Latest WPC 7-day QPF

NOAA 7-day precip forecast
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8-14 day outlook
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Looking back at the August outlook...
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One month outlook (September)
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updated precip projection plots.

I’ll update these on Monday
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What’s the El Niño forecast?

The El Niño is now over…back to neutral conditions

Neutral conditions likely to continue through winter
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Sept-Oct-Nov Outlook



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER

Sept-Oct-Nov Outlook
Tendency toward warm, wet conditions 

projected through January
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Summary points
• After a cool May and June, July was warm across all but the far eastern Plains

• July was dry across western Colorado, with typical spotty rains east of the divide

• August has been hot! Lots of record high temperatures, will be among the top few warmest 

Augusts on record

• Not much monsoon; some very rainy (and hail-y) spots on the plains but many developing 

dry spots as well

• Still no drought in Colorado, but D0 (abnormally dry) has returned and is likely to expand this 

week. The great winter is now in tension with recent hot, dry conditions

• Continued warm and dry in the short term, longer-term outlooks tend toward warm and wet

• El Niño has ended and neutral conditions likely to continue through winter



Thank you!

russ.schumacher@colostate.edu

To view this and other presentations:

http://climate.colostate.edu/ccc_archive.html


