
Taylor Park Erosion Control 
National Forest Foundation 

May 2019 Board Meeting 
 

Water Plan Grant - Data Sheet 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Chartered by Congress, the National Forest Foundation was created in 1993 with a simple mission: 
bring people together to restore and enhance our National Forests and Grasslands. As the nonprofit 
partner of the U.S. Forest Service, we work with the agency and public each year to promote the 
health and enjoyment of our 193-million-acre National Forest System. We believe that communities 
should play a leading role in determining the future of our Forests, so we focus our efforts on 
connecting these communities, and the people who comprise them, to the tools, knowledge, and 
funding to become active and devoted stewards. 
 
This project, which has broad support from local government and the Forest Service, will address 
Illegal roads and routes created by Off-Highway Vehicles (OHVs) in the Taylor Park area of Gunnison 
County, Colorado – one of the largest threats to clean water in Gunnison County. Every year, OHVs 
create dozens of illegal routes, leading to extensive erosion and problematic stream crossings across 
this important landscape. We propose to close the routes with signs and boulders, and then restore the 
road bed to a natural state. To accomplish the work, we will employ an excavator to close the road 
bed, followed by seeding with native seed mixes. We will repair the stream crossings with boulder work 
and willow transplants. See exhibit C for photo examples of the types of illegal routes we are looking 
to close. 
 
This project helps achieve Colorado’s Water Plan goals to promote a strong environment that includes 
healthy watersheds, rivers and streams, and wildlife. This project also supports a number of Gunnison 
Basin BIPs including protection of existing recreational and tourism near Taylor Park and supporting a 
robust recreational economy. All of the Water Plan Grant funds will be used to close illegal routes using 
an excavator, signs and boulders.  

 D E T A I L S 
Total Project Cost: $23,000
Water Plan Grant Request: $10,000
Recommended amount: $10,000
Other CWCB Funding:
Other Funding Amount:               $12,000
Applicant Match: $1,000

Project Type(s): Construction 

Project Category(Categories): Environment and 
Recreation 
Measurable Result: 300 ft of stream restored or 
protected, 50 acres of habitat restored or preserved, 
closing 10 miles of illegal routes 

L O C A T I O N
County/Counties:  Gunnison
Drainage Basin: Gunnison

Lat: 37.8216 
Long: -107.5524 

Water Plan Grant Application



  

 
January 31, 2019 
 
 
Colorado Water Conservation Board 
Water Plan Grant application  
 
Support of the National Forest Foundation Grant Application ‘Taylor Park, Gunnison County, Watershed 
Erosion Control and Stream Restoration 

 
The US Forest Service is in full support of the National Forest Foundation Grant Application to the CWCB. We 
are willing to provide $1,000 in cash for the project and $6,000 in‐kind. For the in‐kind portion, we will 
perform the NEPA and provide a signed Decision Memo to be compliant with law. We will also implement 
the project using rented heavy equipment, Gunnison County boulders, and we will provide the signs.  
 
Closing user created routes is extremely high priority for our district.  We understand the negative 
environmental impacts of high road density on a landscape. We are diligently working with partners to close 
illegal routes, especially those that have negative impacts to the watershed and water quality of headwater 
streams.   
 
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
 
 

         Ashley Hom  

 

Ashley Hom  
Forest Hydrologist and Land Manager 

Forest Service  
Grand Mesa, Uncompahgre &  
Gunnison National Forest (GMUG) 

p: 970-642-4406  
c: 406-599-4357  
ashleyhom@fs.fed.us 

216 N. Colorado St 
GUNNISON, CO 81230 
www.fs.fed.us  

Caring for the land and serving people 

 

United States Department of
United States Department of Agriculture  
Grand Mesa, Uncompahgre & Gunnison National Forests                 
Gunnison Ranger District 216 N. Colorado St. Gunnison, Co 81230     
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Image 7. While it might be hard to believe, this entire route in the photo is a user created, illegal route. We would use 
heavy equipment to rip the road and reseed. We would also use large boulder to close both ends of the routes and sign 
with closer signs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Image 8. Just another road in the project area that is to be closed. Note the erosion coming down the road. We use 
heavy equipment to close and build in water bars.  



 

Image 5. This is just downstream of photos 3 and 4. Make note of the wetlands on the left side of the photo. The entire 
road in photo right is illegal. We would use heavy equipment to close the route and rehab the wetland adjacent. The 
USFS does not allow camping within 100’ of water. This area will also be signed with a ‘no camping’ sign to keep people 
from camping in the wetlands.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Image 6. Another example of an illegal route in the project area that needs to be closed and brought back to a natural 
state. We would use heavy equipment and rip the road and build water bars to prevent further erosion. There is a 
stream at the bottom of this hill and sediment is going directly into the stream.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Image 3. This is a photo of an illegal stream crossing. We would heavy equipment to close the road, by ripping the road 
bed and transplanting willows. We would place 6‐8 large boulders to further discourage OHVs from crossing the stream. 
We would also transplant willows to protect the stream banks, decrease erosion and narrow up the stream to its 
historical width.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Image 4. This is a photo was taken near the stream shown in photo 3. People have dredged a channel, diverting water 
from the main stream to this small channel, to create a wet single track for dirt bikes to ride up. We would use heavy 
equipment to fill in this channel and block the point of diversion. 



Photos and Description of the Project Area 

Taylor Park, Gunnison County, Colorado 
 

Image 1. Photo of an illegal route on hillside. The hillside has a long path of erosion and a large sediment plume at the 
bottom of the route. We would use heavy equipment to break up the compacted route, re‐seed and install water bars. 
We would also close this route from the top and bottom with large boulders and close signs. Just downhill of this photo 
is a headwater stream that feeds into an important wetland called a Fen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Image 2. Another user created route. The entire route in this photo is illegal and will be restored to natural state. Erosion 
can be seen on the right side of the road.  

illegal routes 
created by OHVs 



Prepared Date: 1-31-19
Name of Applicant: National Forest Foundation
Name of Water Project: Taylor Park, Gunnison County, Watershed Erosion Control and Stream Restoration

Task 1 ‐ Closure of Illegal Routes with Excavator, Signs & Boulders

Sub‐task Unit Quantity Unit Cost Total Cost CWCB Funds
Matching 
Funds

Heavy Equipment Rental & Road/Route Ripping LS 1 $12,000 $12,000 $9,250 $2,750
Boulder Procurement & Placement LS 1 $3,000 $3,000 $0 $3,000
Signage Design & Printing LS 1 $1,000 $1,000 $0 $1,000

Task 2 ‐ Restore Illegal Stream Crossing

Heavy Equipment Rental & Restoration Work LS 1 $3,750 $3,750 $0 $3,750
Willow Procurement & Placement LS 1 $1,500 $1,500 $0 $1,500

Indirect Project & Program Costs $2,650 $1,650 $1,000

TOTAL $23,900 10,900$         13,000$          

Colorado Water Conservation Board
Water Plan Grant - Detailed Budget Estimate

Fair and Reasonable Estimate




































