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Water Year 2019 –

Temperature
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Water Year 2019 –

Precipitation
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(credit: Durango Herald)
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mtd precip dept from ave
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mtd precip dept from ave
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mtd precip dept from ave

Basin average of 4.8” in 

February thus far

17.9” since October 1

Last year: 17.6” for the entire 

water year
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mtd precip dept from ave

NOHRSC snow analysis: Feb 2019 
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mtd precip dept from ave

NOHRSC snow analysis: Feb 2018 

(last year)



Water Year 2019 –

Station Updates
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Mesa Verde has also surpassed 

their precip from all of last water 

year (9.29” through Feb 17; 

8.06” all of WY2018)
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Colorado Drought

COLORADO

CLIMATE

CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER

US Drought Monitor: Colorado

?
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US Drought Monitor: Colorado

?

?
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CBRFC water 

supply forecast

updated Feb 15

April-July water 

supply as % of 

average

Forecast inflow 

into Powell: 84% of 

average



Outlook
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Looking back...
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El Niño-Southern Oscillation (ENSO)

El Niño finally officially arrived last week

55% probability that it persists through May

Not expected to be strong or have very significant impacts
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Spring (March-April-May) outlook
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Spring (March-April-May) outlook
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How important are the 

spring months to the total 

annual average 

precipitation?

February

Brown: much less than 1/12th of the annual precip

Green: much more than 1/12th of the annual precip
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How important are the 

spring months to the total 

annual average 

precipitation?

March

Brown: much less than 1/12th of the annual precip

Green: much more than 1/12th of the annual precip
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How important are the 

spring months to the total 

annual average 

precipitation?

April

Brown: much less than 1/12th of the annual precip

Green: much more than 1/12th of the annual precip
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How important are the 

spring months to the total 

annual average 

precipitation?

May

Brown: much less than 1/12th of the annual precip

Green: much more than 1/12th of the annual precip
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Summary

• February has been a big month for snowfall in the mountains, especially in 

the San Juans

• Drought conditions have improved considerably – there is now only a small 

sliver of D4 (exceptional) drought left in Colorado

• Furthermore, temperatures since the beginning of the water year have been 

near normal to a bit cooler than normal

• But because of long-term water deficits in western Colorado, drought is likely 

to persist at least until the spring snowmelt/runoff season



Thank you!

russ.schumacher@colostate.edu

To view this and other presentations:

http://climate.colostate.edu/ccc_archive.

html

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter! 

@ColoradoClimate
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