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The Rio Blanco Water Conservancy District (District) was formed in 1992 to facilitate, operate, and 
maintain Taylor Draw Dam that created Kenney Reservoir, which originally provided 13,800 acre-feet 
(AF) of storage. Kenny Reservoir is silting in at an average rate of 300 AF per year. It is estimated that 
the 2018 active storage in the reservoir is about 3,400 AF. In order to develop replacement for the lost 
storage, the District began evaluating potential sites in the White River Basin.  To help fund the 
evaluation process the District received three Water Supply Reserve Fund grants for the White River 
Storage Feasibility Study (Phase 1, Phase 2, and Phase 2A) totaling $493,388 in grant funds. This Water 
Plan Grant request for the pre-permitting phase of the White River Storage Project will build upon 
previous studies.  The objective of the pre-permitting phase is to finalize the preferred reservoir size 
and firm-up financial commitments of key project partners so that applications for federal permits can 
be filed.   
 
The new storage is expected to be between 44,000 AF and 400,000 AF. The District believes the project 
can: provide drought mitigation; enhance endangered fish habitat with non-consumptive reservoir 
releases; preserve municipal, industrial, and agricultural water supplies; and provide recreational 
opportunities. 
 
The District is requesting 50% of the project cost through the Water Plan Grant. The matching 50% will 
be come from District funds.   

 
Items included in the scope of work for this 
grant include: stakeholder outreach meetings 
and public meetings; coordination with the 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service as the 
Programmatic Biological Opinion (PBO) for 
endangered fish in the White River is 
finalized; development of a Lean permitting 
plan with the Bureau of Land Management as 
the lead federal agency; development of a 
preliminary recreation plan; refinement of 
the purpose and need of the project including 
collaboration with key stakeholders to 
develop a preferred size and location of the 

dam; and the development of a funding strategy and finance plan (i.e. who is committed to pay for the 
project). Once the preferred reservoir size and location are determined, the District’s consultants will 
do supplemental analysis to refine the preliminary designs, cost opinions, and water modeling work to 
update the firm yield of the preferred alternative.  

   

  D E T A I L S 

Total Project Cost: $700,000 

Water Plan Grant Request: $350,000 

Other CWCB Funding: $0 

Other Funding Amount:               $0 

Applicant Match: $350,000 

Project Type(s): Study  

Project Category(Categories): Storage & Supply 

Measurable Result: To be determined. Anticipated 
44,000 – 400,000 acre-feet created  

L O C A T I O N 

County/Counties: Rio Blanco, Moffat 

Drainage Basin: Yampa/White 

Lat: 40.2019 

Long: -108.478 

Water Plan Grant Application 
 





































 
 

Four M Ranch | 37669 State Highway 64, Meeker, CO 81641 

 

September 8, 2018 
 
Ms. Anna Mauss: Colorado Water Conservancy Board 
 
Dear Anna, 
 
This letter is to acknowledge our understanding that the Rio Blanco Water Conservancy District (RBWCD)  is 
applying to the Colorado Water Conservancy Board for additional funding to rapidly pursue their concept to build a 
water storage reservoir in an off channel location at Wolf Creek, adjacent to our properties.  
 
We write today to express our concerns regarding this concept, one which many have characterized as a “solution in 
search of a problem.”  
 
The concept has received attention and significant funding, with the initial identified critical need being a water 
supply for the town of Rangely. The town of Rangely, which encompasses roughly 1,300 to 2,500 citizens, currently 
has Kenney Reservoir with 13,800 acre feet currently at its disposal. A report by Wheeler in March of 2015 stated 
that the reservoir was silting in at 387 acre feet a year according to the March 2015 Wheeler Engineers Report 
giving a lifespan of roughly 35 years.  This is a long-term situation that deserves careful attention. 
 
However, it appears that the Rio Blanco Water Conservancy District has taken a different path than many other 
Colorado River Basins by identifying solutions for something above and beyond the need they set out to address. 
The RBWCD has fast-tracked their process prior to considering a more holistic integrated water management 
planning effort. Furthermore, the concept has become one of “How Big Can We Build”, with proposals put forward 
ranging from 20,000 to 1.3 million acre feet.   
So the question remains: What is the actual need involved and what is the acre feet really required to meet that 
verified need? 
 
The issue of Rangely’s long term water supply need is one that should be examined and verified, but does it not 
make sense to explore this need along with other needs as part of an integrated water basin plan?  
 
Exploring and establishing the needs of a river basin is clearly a complex and multi step integrated process, one that 
should include multiple parties and stakeholders. The state of Colorado has been a leader in encouraging basins to 
explore and utilize stream management plans. Has this been done for the White River Basin? 
 
The Yampa Basin water community, as part of the Roundtable, is but one example where multiple partners, and 
identified key stakeholders are engaging in a holistic examination of the river, its needs, and a long term evaluation 
of appropriate solutions. This would seem to be a more circumspect method of approaching a major reservoir 
concept that could have long term and very broad economic impacts on the surrounding communities as well as the 
downstream users.  
 
As Benjamin Franklin once famously said, “Measure three times, saw once.” It would appear that before any 
additional dollars are allocated to this project, the White River Basin might well consider the approach followed by 
several other basins: a holistic integrated approach that looks at the river as a whole and has the participation of 
many stakeholders. 
 
We urge the CWCB to explore this direction as a more comprehensive approach before any further commitments are 
given to pursue this project.  
 
With appreciation for your time, 
 
 
Craig and Deirdre Macnab         Owners, 4M Ranch 
 


