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Logan Well Users, Inc. (“LWU”) is a non-profit organization formed in 2003 by well users along the 
South Platte River in Water District 64 for the purpose of acquisition and distribution of water, 
adjudication of wells, and operation of a plan for augmentation. Currently, LWU encompasses 396 
member wells, 15 recharge wells, 42 augmentation wells, and 14 recharge projects. LWU id requesting 
$180,000, 50% of the total project cost, through Colorado’s Water Plan Grant Program to add real-
time, remote well meter recording devices, or telemetry, to 120 member wells to facilitate 
administration of the LWU Plan for Augmentation. Altogether, these wells irrigate approximately 
10,000 acres of corn, sugar beets, and alfalfa, and 3 wells supply water for industrial and feedlot uses. 
Matching funds will be provided by the applicant. The project is supported by the Division 1 Engineer.  
 
Tributary groundwater wells were integrated into the state’s prior appropriation system through the 
Water Right Determination and Administration Act of 1969, which allowed tributary groundwater to be 
used if surface water depletions could be mitigated through a court-approved augmentation plan. One 
of the most cost-effective methods of augmentation is to develop recharge structures that can take 
surface water during times of free river and allow the water to seep into the aquifer and back to the 
river. Recharge accounting is often done on a daily time step with monthly summations to the Division 
Engineer within 30 days of the end of the month. As a result, there is a time lag on the order of months 
between the point of time at which a piece of flow information is recorded and the time at which 
processed information from the State Engineer is in the hands of the decision maker seeking to ensure 
their well is appropriately augmented. Under this operating scenario, well depletions are typically over 
augmented, which may result in over releases from storage and additional pumping of augmentation 
wells.   
 
Installation of real-time groundwater pumping and recharge data throughout LWU’s network of wells 
will provide multiple benefits and further several objectives of the South Platte Basin Implementation 
Plan and Colorado’s Water Plan by seeking to maintain the agricultural viability of the Lower South 
Platte River Basin while supporting agricultural efficiency, maximizing water supplies, and benefiting 
the river system through real-time balancing of stream depletion and replacement supplies. The 
project will support agricultural efficiency and promote maximization of existing supplies by avoiding 
over releases of augmentation supplies from Prewitt Reservoir and additional pumping of augmentation 
wells, thus conserving replacement supplies for future use and enhancing resiliency.  
 
The LWU telemetry project will also benefit native species by better matching real-time stream 
depletions and replacements. Smoother stream depletions replacements should result in a more even 
streamflow regime and thus minimize the negative impact on native species and maintain water 
deliveries under the South Platte River Compact. 

 D E T A I L S 
Total Project Cost: $360,000
Water Plan Grant Request: $180,000
Other CWCB Funding: $0
Other Funding Amount:               $0
Applicant Match: $180,000

Project Type(s): IPP, Well Measurement     

Project Category(Categories): Agricultural 

Measurable Result: Agricultural water efficiency 
savings at 2000 af/year 

L O C A T I O N
County/Counties:  Logan and Washington
Drainage Basin:     South Platte 

Lat: 40.33455
Long: 103.17744

Water Plan Grant Application




































	Data Sheet
	Logan Well Users_LWU Well Telemetry Project_Application

