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The Colorado Rio Grande Restoration Foundation, a non-profit organization, is the fiscal agent for the 
Rio Grande Headwaters Restoration Project (RGHRP). The mission of RGHRP is to “restore and conserve 
the historical functions and vitality of the Rio Grande in Colorado for improved water quality, agricultural 
water use, riparian habitat, wildlife and aquatic species habitat, recreation, and community safety, 
white meeting the Rio Grande Compact.” Since formed, the RGHRP has improved the condition of the 
Rio Grande by partnering with over 60 landowners and multiple ditch companies. The Colorado Rio 
Grande Restoration Foundation has twelve previous/current CWCB grants or loans.  
 
The Del Norte Riverfront Project is a community-led effort to improve public access, create recreation 
infrastructure, and restore riparian habitat along the Rio Grande in the Town of Del Norte, Colorado. 
The project will encompass the following components: 

1.) The improvement of 1,600 feet of riparian habitat on the town’s property 
2.) The reconnection of one acre of floodplain 
3.) The installation of six aquatic habitat structures adjacent to the park 
4.) The construction of a new boat ramp, access road, and parking area 
5.) The construction of a new multi-use boating playwave with fish passage 

 
Other funding amounts will contribute to this project including: San Luis Valley Conservation Connection 
Initiative 2016 ($40,000), San Luis Valley Conservation Connection Initiative 2017 ($19,900), Gates Family 
Foundation ($75,000) Laura Jane Musser Fund ($35,000), Rio Grande County ($20,000), and the Great 
Outdoors Colorado LPOR Grant ($344,700). Other CWCB funding includes the CWCB Severance Tax Grant 
($50,000). The Water Plan Grant would pay for 19.1% of the project. 
 
The overall purpose of the Del Norte Riverfront Project is to foster connectivity between the communities 
and visitors of the San Luis Valley and the Rio Grande. The completed project will enhance the river 
ecosystem and make the river accessible to all by creating a welcoming, safe space for community 
members, boaters, and anglers. This will be done through the construction of formal river access, 
recreation infrastructure, streambank stabilization, and riparian restoration at the town park. 
 
 

  D E T A I L S 

Total Project Cost: $733,250 

Water Plan Grant Request: $140,000 

Funding Recommendation: $140,000 

Other CWCB Funding: $50,000 

Other Funding Amount:               $534,600 

Applicant Match: $8,650 

Project Type(s): Construction   

Project Category(Categories): Environmental & Rec 

Measurable Result: 1600 LF stream, 1 acre habitat, 1 
boat ramp, 1 play wave, 6 habitat structures 

L O C A T I O N 

County/Counties:  Rio Grande 

Drainage Basin: Rio Grande 

Lat: 37 41’08.8 N 

Long: 106 21’08.3 W 

Water Plan Grant Application 
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