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The City of Brighton is located in Adams and Weld counties, Northeast of Denver, Colorado. Brighton is 
approximately 17 square miles in area and owns land adjacent to the South Platte River. Previously, 
The City of Brighton has acquired one CWCB grant for water storage. 
 

On June 11th 2015 a heavy rainfall event produced flows in 
the South Platte River that reached upwards of 12,000cfs. 
A new channel was created beyond the Ken Mitchell 
intake structure that damaged the structure and rendered 
it unserviceable. The breach also created a new path 
through the floodplain benches on the east side of the 
Brighton Ditch Company’s Diversion, preventing water 
from being diverted by the Brighton Ditch.  
 
A temporary berm has been built to redirect water back 
over the Brighton Ditch Company diversion structure and 
the City of Brighton procured a design-build contract that 
allowed the re-construction of the Ken Mitchell intake 
structure. Currently, the berm is not allowing for healthy 
stream function in its current location.  
 
The City of Brighton is now seeking grant funding to find a 
permanent solution to the berm issue that also adds 
additional control to high flows in this reach of the South 
Platte River. The Water Plan Grant would fund 15.6% of 
the project.  
 
The project consists of the removal of the existing berm 
and construction of a permanent and stable spill 
structure. The future design can allow the stream to flow 
through the path it naturally took during the flood event, 
enhance wetland habitats in the overbank, restore 
approximately 1,000 feet of aquatic habitat along the 
river, prevent future washouts near the diversion 
structures, maintain the water supply needs of 

stakeholders on the South Platte, and promote a stable river ecosystem that can accommodate high 
flows.  

  D E T A I L S 

Total Project Cost: $1,281,813 

Water Plan Grant Request: $640,907 

Funding Recommendation: $200,000 

Other CWCB Funding: $0 

Other Funding Amount:               $0 

Applicant Match: $640,907 

Project Type(s): Construction  

Project Category(Categories): Environmental & Rec 

Measurable Result: 1000 LF stream, 3.7 acres habitat L O C A T I O N 

County/Counties:  Adams 

Drainage Basin: South Platte 

Lat: 39.973829 

Long: -104.8505 

Water Plan Grant Application 
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