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The City of Grand Junction is the largest municipality between Salt Lake City, Utah and Denver, 
Colorado. The city’s population is 63,775 of the total Mesa County population of 149,249. The City’s 
highest priority for park development is Las Colonias Park, a 130 acre downtown riverfront park.  
 
This project proposes improvements to the riparian habitat and improvement for the community to 
access and connect to the Colorado River. This construction project will consist of four project 
elements.  

1. An additional inlet channel that will allow flowing water for a great period of the year, will 
control flow distribution to function appropriately in the existing river system and avoid adverse 
impacts to existing aquatic habitat in the main channel of the Colorado River or any secondary 
channels. 

2. An extension of the existing slough will feature two boulder step structures to create step-pool 
morphology and provide channel grade control. Multiple habitat boulders and ribbed riffle 
enhancements will be installed throughout the modified secondary channel creating flow 
heterogeneity and aquatic habitat complexity. 

3. The streambanks of the new channels will be planted with native riparian vegetation plantings, 
providing erosion control, a riparian buffer, and increased habitat. 

4. Bank areas along the outside of meander bends (areas of high scour potential) will be protected 
by biotechnical bank stabilization consisting of vegetated natural boulder terracing.  
 

This project will restore the original intent of the existing slough by adding more flow and will add 1.77 
acres of open water. Annually, 36,000 Coloradoans will be impacted by engagement activity through 
this project. 
 
Other funding sources of this project include: Great Outdoors Co. ($350,000), an existing grant from 
CWCB Colorado Watershed Restoration Program ($99,703) private donations ($15,000) Co. Garden 
Foundation ($15,000), and the Water Supply Reserve Fund ($10,000). Applicant funding contribution 
includes the Conservation Trust Fund ($193,002) and developer fees ($350,000). The Water Plan Grant 
would pay 12.4% of this project.  
 
The main objective of this project is to restore the riparian area in the downtown Grand Junction 
riverfront while improving the ecosystem and habitat for fish. Additional flow in the channel will result 
in improved water quality, reduced pool stagnation, greater dilution of contaminates present at the 
site, improved aquatic habitat, and will aid in the reestablishment and maintenance of secondary flow 
channels. The Las Colonias Park River Recreation feature is also an educational opportunity that is tied 
to agricultural roots of Grand Valley and could increase cooperation between the agricultural and 
recreational community.  

  D E T A I L S 

Total Project Cost: $1,207,705 

Water Plan Grant Request: $175,000 

Funding Recommendation: $150,000 

Other CWCB Funding: $99,703 

Other Funding Amount:               $390,000 

Applicant Match: $543,002 

Project Type(s): Construction   

Project Category(Categories): Environmental & Rec 

Measurable Result: 1200 LF stream, 0.7 acres habitat 
L O C A T I O N 

County/Counties: Mesa 

Drainage Basin: Colorado 

Lat: 39.053929 

Long: -108.565346 
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