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Water Supply Reserve Fund – Grant and Loan Program 
Water Activity Summary Sheet 

May 23-24, 2018 
Agenda Item 29(c) 

 
Applicant & Grantee: Jackson County Water Conservancy District 

Water Activity Name: North Platte Basin Airborne Cloud Seeding Project 

Water Activity Purpose: Multipurpose 

County: Jackson 

Drainage Basin: North Platte 

Water Source: Atmosphere 

Amount Requested: $150,000 North Platte Basin Account 
  
Matching Funds: Applicant & 3rd Party Match (cash & in-kind) = $119,500 

• 80% of the Basin Account request (meets 10% min) 
 

Staff Recommendation: 
Staff recommends approval of up to $150,000 from the North Platte Basin Account to help fund 
the project titled: North Platte Basin Airborne Cloud Seeding Project. 

 
Water Activity Summary: WSRF grant funds, if approved, will assist the Jackson County Water 
Conservancy District to provide operational monies for a cooperative airborne cloud seeding project 
that is an extension into the North Plate Basin of the Wyoming Water Development Office cloud 
seeding project in the Sierra Madre/Medicine Bow Mountains of southern Wyoming. This cloud 
seeding program is planned for a period of three years, however depending on weather conditions and 
number of flights could be extended for an additional period of time. Aerial seeding will occur 
upwind of the target watershed along a path perpendicular to the wind direction, at distances related 
to the storm wind velocities and ice crystal growth times. Cloud seeding would be temporarily 
suspended or curtailed when snowpack snow water equivalent thresholds are exceeded, during 
emergencies in the target area and when high avalanche hazard levels warrant suspension. The 
additional snowpack is good for Colorado but thresholds are set on snow water equivalents to ensure 
the snowpack in a water shed stays within the realm of natural variability for the local climate. 
 
Discussion:  As pointed out in the application, this project assists the Gunnison Basin Roundtable in 
meeting the Goals of the North Plate Basin Implementation Plan as outlined in Section 7.1. 
 
In addition, this effort helps the state achieve water supply Goals of Colorado’s Water Plan, as 
outlined in Chapter 4, page 4-18. 
 
Issues/Additional Needs: No issues or additional needs have been identified. 
 
Eligibility Requirements:  The application meets requirements of all eligibility components: 
General Eligibility, Entity Eligibility, Water Activity Eligibility, and Eligibility Based on Match 
Requirements. 
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Evaluation Criteria:  This activity has undergone review and evaluation and staff has determined 
that it satisfies the Evaluation Criteria.  Please refer to Basin Roundtable Chair’s Recommendation 
Letter and the WSRF Grant Application for applicant’s detailed response. 
 
Funding Summary/Matching Funds: 
Funding Source Cash In-kind Total Status 
Jackson County Water Conservancy District $50,000 $12,000 $62,000 Secured 
CWCB Weather Modification Program $0 $30,000 $30,000 Secured 
 (Target/Control Evaluation) 
CWCB Weather Modification Program $0 $27,500 $27,500 Secured 
 (Radiometer)     
Sub-total $50,000 $69,500 $119,500 
WSRF Gunnison Basin Account $150000 n/a $150,000 Secured 
Total $200,000 $69,500 $269,500 
 
CWCB Project Manager: Joe Busto 
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