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Major Basin Summary
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Maximum Averages Median Minimum WY2002 WY2011 WY2017 WY2018

Current as Pct of Normal: 81%
Current as Pct of Avg: 77%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 81%
Current as Pct of Peak: 73%
Normal as Pct of Peak: 90%
Pct of Normal Needed to Reach Peak: 281%
Normal Peak Date: Apr 10

Yampa and White River Basins High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 22, 2018
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Yampa and White River Basins High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 22, 2018
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Current as Pct of Average: 77%
Current as Pct of Median: 79%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 71%
Current as Pct of Average Annnual Total: 45%
Average as Pct of Average Annual Total: 58%
Pct of Avg Needed to Reach Avg Annual Total: 133%

Yampa and White River Basins High/Low Year-to-Date Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 22, 2018









Major Basin Summary



0

5

10

15

20

25

30

Oct 01 Nov 01 Dec 01 Jan 01 Feb 01 Mar 01 Apr 01 May 01 Jun 01 Jul 01 Aug 01 Sep 01

S
n

o
w

 W
a
te

r 
E

q
u

iv
a
le

n
t 

(i
n

c
h

e
s
)

Maximum Averages Median Minimum WY2002 WY2011 WY2017 WY2018

Current as Pct of Normal: 80%
Current as Pct of Avg: 77%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 71%
Current as Pct of Peak: 73%
Normal as Pct of Peak: 91%
Pct of Normal Needed to Reach Peak: 290%
Normal Peak Date: Apr 10

Upper Colorado River Basin High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 22, 2018
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Upper Colorado River Basin High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 22, 2018
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Current as Pct of Average: 81%
Current as Pct of Median: 84%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 72%
Current as Pct of Average Annnual Total: 42%
Average as Pct of Average Annual Total: 52%
Pct of Avg Needed to Reach Avg Annual Total: 121%

Upper Colorado River Basin High/Low Year-to-Date Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 22, 2018
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COLORADO RIVER BASIN
Reservoir Storage

Departure from Average



Major Basin Summary
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Maximum Averages Median Minimum WY2002 WY2011 WY2017 WY2018

Current as Pct of Normal: 82%
Current as Pct of Avg: 80%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 77%
Current as Pct of Peak: 68%
Normal as Pct of Peak: 84%
Pct of Normal Needed to Reach Peak: 193%
Normal Peak Date: Apr 26

South Platte River Basin High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 22, 2018
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South Platte River Basin High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 22, 2018





0.0

5.0

10.0

15.0

20.0

25.0

30.0

35.0

40.0

45.0

Oct 01 Nov 01 Dec 01 Jan 01 Feb 01 Mar 01 Apr 01 May 01 Jun 01 Jul 01 Aug 01 Sep 01

Y
e
a
r-

to
-D

a
te

 P
re

c
ip

it
a
ti

o
n

 (
in

c
h

e
s
)

Current as Pct of Average: 96%
Current as Pct of Median: 98%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 85%
Current as Pct of Average Annnual Total: 45%
Average as Pct of Average Annual Total: 47%
Pct of Avg Needed to Reach Avg Annual Total: 103%

South Platte River Basin High/Low Year-to-Date Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 22, 2018
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SOUTH PLATTE RIVER BASIN 
Reservoir Storage

Departure from Average



Major Basin Summary
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Maximum Averages Median Minimum WY2002 WY2011 WY2017 WY2018

Current as Pct of Normal: 60%
Current as Pct of Avg: 56%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 49%
Current as Pct of Peak: 55%
Normal as Pct of Peak: 91%
Pct of Normal Needed to Reach Peak: 490%
Normal Peak Date: Apr 06

Gunnison River Basin High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 22, 2018
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Gunnison River Basin High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 22, 2018
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Current as Pct of Average: 57%
Current as Pct of Median: 59%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 49%
Current as Pct of Average Annnual Total: 31%
Average as Pct of Average Annual Total: 54%
Pct of Avg Needed to Reach Avg Annual Total: 152%

Gunnison River Basin High/Low Year-to-Date Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 22, 2018
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GUNNISON RIVER BASIN
Reservoir Storage

Departure from Average



Major Basin Summary
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Maximum Averages Median Minimum WY2002 WY1997 WY2017 WY2018

Current as Pct of Normal: 54%
Current as Pct of Avg: 52%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 42%
Current as Pct of Peak: 50%
Normal as Pct of Peak: 92%
Pct of Normal Needed to Reach Peak: 658%
Normal Peak Date: Apr 06

San Miguel, Dolores, Animas and San Juan River Basins High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 22, 2018
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San Miguel, Dolores, Animas and San Juan River Basins
High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 22, 2018
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Current as Pct of Average: 45%
Current as Pct of Median: 47%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 39%
Current as Pct of Average Annnual Total: 25%
Average as Pct of Average Annual Total: 55%
Pct of Avg Needed to Reach Avg Annual Total: 166%

San Miguel, Dolores, Animas and San Juan River Basins
High/Low Year-to-Date Precipitation Summary

Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 22, 2018
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SAN MIGUEL, DOLORES, ANIMAS AND SAN JUAN RIVER BASINS 
Reservoir Storage

Departure from Average



Major Basin Summary
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Maximum Averages Median Minimum WY2002 WY1997 WY2017 WY2018

Current as Pct of Normal: 53%
Current as Pct of Avg: 52%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 51%
Current as Pct of Peak: 51%
Normal as Pct of Peak: 95%
Pct of Normal Needed to Reach Peak: 909%
Normal Peak Date: Apr 10

Upper Rio Grande Basin High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 22, 2018
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Upper Rio Grande River Basin High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 22, 2018
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Current as Pct of Average: 53%
Current as Pct of Median: 53%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 52%
Current as Pct of Average Annnual Total: 27%
Average as Pct of Average Annual Total: 52%
Pct of Avg Needed to Reach Avg Annual Total: 151%

Upper Rio Grande River Basin High/Low Year-to-Date Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 22, 2018
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UPPER RIO GRANDE BASIN
Reservoir Storage

Departure from Average



Major Basin Summary
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Maximum Averages Median Minimum WY2002 WY1997 WY2017 WY2018

Current as Pct of Normal: 58%
Current as Pct of Avg: 57%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 59%
Current as Pct of Peak: 53%
Normal as Pct of Peak: 92%
Pct of Normal Needed to Reach Peak: 594%
Normal Peak Date: Apr 11

Arkansas River Basin High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 22, 2018
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Arkansas River Basin High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 22, 2018
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Current as Pct of Average: 61%
Current as Pct of Median: 62%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 61%
Current as Pct of Average Annnual Total: 27%
Average as Pct of Average Annual Total: 44%
Pct of Avg Needed to Reach Avg Annual Total: 130%

Arkansas River Basin High/Low Year-to-Date Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 22, 2018
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ARKANSAS RIVER BASIN
Reservoir Storage

Departure from Average



Colorado Statewide Summary
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Maximum Averages Median Minimum WY2002 WY2011 WY2017 WY2018

Current as Pct of Normal: 69%
Current as Pct of Avg: 66%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 62%
Current as Pct of Peak: 64%
Normal as Pct of Peak: 92%
Pct of Normal Needed to Reach Peak: 480%
Normal Peak Date: Apr 07

Colorado Statewide High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 22, 2018
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Colorado Statewide High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 22, 2018
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Current as Pct of Average: 69%
Current as Pct of Median: 71%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 62%
Current as Pct of Average Annnual Total: 36%
Average as Pct of Average Annual Total: 52%
Pct of Avg Needed to Reach Avg Annual Total: 133%

Colorado Statewide High/Low Year-to-Date Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 22, 2018
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COLORADO STATEWIDE 
Reservoir Storage

Departure from Average
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•Statewide snowpack is at a similar percent of normal as this time last 

month but now we are that much closer to the end of the primary 

snowpack accumulation season

•Streamflow forecasts still largely mirror the spatial pattern of 

precipitation and snow accumulation

• All March 1st forecasts were for below normal streamflow volumes (at 50% 

chance of exceedance levels) and most in the southern basins are for near 

or less than 60% of average

•March to date precipitation has been well below average statewide 

and the southern basins went back to being the driest

•Reservoir storage is still above average in all major basins in the state

•As we near the end of the snowpack accumulation season only 1981 

and 2002 had lower snowpacks statewide since 1980 

• The northern half of Colorado continues to have considerably more 

substantial snowpacks than the southern
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