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Major Basin Summary
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Maximum Averages Median Minimum WY2002 WY2011 WY2017 WY2018

Current as Pct of Normal: 72%
Current as Pct of Avg: 67%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 51%
Current as Pct of Peak: 36%
Normal as Pct of Peak: 50%
Pct of Normal Needed to Reach Peak: 129%
Normal Peak Date: Apr 10

Yampa and White River Basins High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Jan 17, 2018
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Yampa and White River Basins High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Jan 17, 2018
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Current as Pct of Average: 71%
Current as Pct of Median: 74%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 57%
Current as Pct of Average Annnual Total: 26%
Average as Pct of Average Annual Total: 36%
Pct of Avg Needed to Reach Avg Annual Total: 116%

Yampa and White River Basins High/Low Year-to-Date Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Jan 17, 2018







Major Basin Summary
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Maximum Averages Median Minimum WY2002 WY2011 WY2017 WY2018

Current as Pct of Normal: 72%
Current as Pct of Avg: 68%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 46%
Current as Pct of Peak: 37%
Normal as Pct of Peak: 51%
Pct of Normal Needed to Reach Peak: 129%
Normal Peak Date: Apr 10

Upper Colorado River Basin High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Jan 17, 2018
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Upper Colorado River Basin High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Jan 17, 2018
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Current as Pct of Average: 75%
Current as Pct of Median: 79%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 56%
Current as Pct of Average Annnual Total: 24%
Average as Pct of Average Annual Total: 32%
Pct of Avg Needed to Reach Avg Annual Total: 112%

Upper Colorado River Basin High/Low Year-to-Date Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Jan 17, 2018
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COLORADO RIVER BASIN
Reservoir Storage

Departure from Average



Major Basin Summary
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Maximum Averages Median Minimum WY2002 WY2011 WY2017 WY2018

Current as Pct of Normal: 86%
Current as Pct of Avg: 81%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 55%
Current as Pct of Peak: 38%
Normal as Pct of Peak: 45%
Pct of Normal Needed to Reach Peak: 112%
Normal Peak Date: Apr 26

South Platte River Basin High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Jan 17, 2018
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South Platte River Basin High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Jan 17, 2018
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Current as Pct of Average: 100%
Current as Pct of Median: 103%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 71%
Current as Pct of Average Annnual Total: 28%
Average as Pct of Average Annual Total: 28%
Pct of Avg Needed to Reach Avg Annual Total: 100%

South Platte River Basin High/Low Year-to-Date Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Jan 17, 2018
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SOUTH PLATTE RIVER BASIN 
Reservoir Storage

Departure from Average



Major Basin Summary
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Maximum Averages Median Minimum WY2002 WY2011 WY2017 WY2018

Current as Pct of Normal: 46%
Current as Pct of Avg: 44%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 27%
Current as Pct of Peak: 23%
Normal as Pct of Peak: 50%
Pct of Normal Needed to Reach Peak: 154%
Normal Peak Date: Apr 06

Gunnison River Basin High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Jan 17, 2018
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Gunnison River Basin High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Jan 17, 2018
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Current as Pct of Average: 43%
Current as Pct of Median: 45%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 32%
Current as Pct of Average Annnual Total: 14%
Average as Pct of Average Annual Total: 33%
Pct of Avg Needed to Reach Avg Annual Total: 128%

Gunnison River Basin High/Low Year-to-Date Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Jan 17, 2018
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GUNNISON RIVER BASIN
Reservoir Storage

Departure from Average



Major Basin Summary
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Maximum Averages Median Minimum WY2002 WY1997 WY2017 WY2018

Current as Pct of Normal: 33%
Current as Pct of Avg: 31%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 19%
Current as Pct of Peak: 17%
Normal as Pct of Peak: 51%
Pct of Normal Needed to Reach Peak: 169%
Normal Peak Date: Apr 06

San Miguel, Dolores, Animas and San Juan River Basins High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Jan 17, 2018
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San Miguel, Dolores, Animas and San Juan River Basins
High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Jan 17, 2018
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Current as Pct of Average: 25%
Current as Pct of Median: 25%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 19%
Current as Pct of Average Annnual Total: 8%
Average as Pct of Average Annual Total: 33%
Pct of Avg Needed to Reach Avg Annual Total: 137%

San Miguel, Dolores, Animas and San Juan River Basins
High/Low Year-to-Date Precipitation Summary

Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Jan 17, 2018
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SAN MIGUEL, DOLORES, ANIMAS AND SAN JUAN RIVER BASINS 
Reservoir Storage

Departure from Average



Major Basin Summary



0

5

10

15

20

25

Oct 01 Nov 01 Dec 01 Jan 01 Feb 01 Mar 01 Apr 01 May 01 Jun 01 Jul 01 Aug 01 Sep 01

S
n

o
w

 W
a
te

r 
E

q
u

iv
a
le

n
t 

(i
n

c
h

e
s
)

Maximum Averages Median Minimum WY2002 WY1997 WY2017 WY2018

Current as Pct of Normal: 32%
Current as Pct of Avg: 34%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 24%
Current as Pct of Peak: 18%
Normal as Pct of Peak: 57%
Pct of Normal Needed to Reach Peak: 189%
Normal Peak Date: Apr 10

Upper Rio Grande Basin High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Jan 17, 2018
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Upper Rio Grande River Basin High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Jan 17, 2018
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Current as Pct of Average: 32%
Current as Pct of Median: 32%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 29%
Current as Pct of Average Annnual Total: 10%
Average as Pct of Average Annual Total: 32%
Pct of Avg Needed to Reach Avg Annual Total: 131%

Upper Rio Grande River Basin High/Low Year-to-Date Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Jan 17, 2018
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UPPER RIO GRANDE BASIN
Reservoir Storage

Departure from Average



Major Basin Summary



0

5

10

15

20

25

Oct 01 Nov 01 Dec 01 Jan 01 Feb 01 Mar 01 Apr 01 May 01 Jun 01 Jul 01 Aug 01 Sep 01

S
n

o
w

 W
a
te

r 
E

q
u

iv
a
le

n
t 

(i
n

c
h

e
s
)

Maximum Averages Median Minimum WY2002 WY1997 WY2017 WY2018

Current as Pct of Normal: 56%
Current as Pct of Avg: 53%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 35%
Current as Pct of Peak: 28%
Normal as Pct of Peak: 49%
Pct of Normal Needed to Reach Peak: 141%
Normal Peak Date: Apr 11

Arkansas River Basin High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Jan 17, 2018
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Arkansas River Basin High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Jan 17, 2018
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Current as Pct of Average: 57%
Current as Pct of Median: 58%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 49%
Current as Pct of Average Annnual Total: 15%
Average as Pct of Average Annual Total: 26%
Pct of Avg Needed to Reach Avg Annual Total: 115%

Arkansas River Basin High/Low Year-to-Date Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Jan 17, 2018
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ARKANSAS RIVER BASIN
Reservoir Storage

Departure from Average



Colorado Statewide Summary
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Maximum Averages Median Minimum WY2002 WY2011 WY2017 WY2018

Current as Pct of Normal: 58%
Current as Pct of Avg: 55%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 37%
Current as Pct of Peak: 30%
Normal as Pct of Peak: 52%
Pct of Normal Needed to Reach Peak: 144%
Normal Peak Date: Apr 07

Colorado Statewide High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Jan 17, 2018
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Colorado Statewide High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Jan 17, 2018
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Current as Pct of Average: 61%
Current as Pct of Median: 62%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 47%
Current as Pct of Average Annnual Total: 19%
Average as Pct of Average Annual Total: 32%
Pct of Avg Needed to Reach Avg Annual Total: 118%

Colorado Statewide High/Low Year-to-Date Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Jan 17, 2018
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COLORADO STATEWIDE 
Reservoir Storage

Departure from Average
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•Current statewide snowpack is one of the lowest since 1980

• Currently only 1981 and 2000 (barely) were lower

• Stark contrast between the northern and southern parts of Colorado with 
the north receiving notably more precipitation

•Streamflow forecasts largely mirror the spatial pattern of precipitation 
and snow accumulation

• As of January 1st there were no streamflow forecast points in the state 
forecasted to have above average April-July flows (at the 50% chance of 
exceedance level)

•Reservoir storage is still above average in all major basins in the state

•To achieve a normal peak SWE (averaged statewide) a gain of 11.7” 
SWE would be needed over the next three months. A gain exceeding 
this magnitude has been observed in 3 out of the last 37 years.

Summary
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