
 
 

Yampa/White/Green River 
Basin Roundtable Meeting 

Minutes 
Wednesday July 13, 2016 

-American Legion’s Shadow 
Mt. Clubhouse–1055 CR7, 

Craig, CO 81625 
 

1. Call Meeting to Order: Called to order by Chair Mary Brown at 6:22 p.m. 
 

2. Introductions of Members and Audience: All members and guests took turns 
introducing themselves. See attached sign in sheet.  

 
3. Approve/Modify Agenda: Mary Brown asked if the agenda could be modified to 

allow John Carron to present to the Roundtable after the approval of the minutes, 
because he needed to leave early. This was approved.  

 
4. Review and Approval of May 11, 2016 Minutes: Motion made by Chuck Grobe 

to approve the May 11, 2016 minutes, seconded by Jackie Brown. Reed Kelley 
asked that a note be added that Geoff Blakeslee was absent, under item 8d for the 
Non Consumptive Needs update. Approved.  

 
5. Budget Report (CWCB): The budget report was given by Jay Gallagher. Due to 

the severance tax issues the CWCB has asked all of the Roundtables to reaffirm 
their prior funding commitments. The Roundtable will vote on reaffirming 
$300,000 later in the meeting. If reaffirmed the Basins balance will be $885,000. 
There currently is not an update on statewide numbers.  

 
6. Public hearings/public input and comment: Public comment was asked for. 

 There was no public comment.  
 

7. Reports of each standing or special committee (10 min. each)  
  a. BIP Sub-committee –Dan Birch: The committee is meeting with Erin 
 Wilson and her team, working on modeling. They are looking at using IPPs to 
 meet existing and future consumptive needs. The Committee met tonight, and 
 would  like regular and ongoing communication between themselves and the 
 Roundtable. The current projects being looked at are voluntarily coming forward. 
 Dan asked Roundtable members to inform the sub-committee about any projects 
 that were not included in the IPPs of the Basin Implementation Plan to give them 
 an opportunity to be included in Wilson Water’s hydrologic modeling project.  

b. IBCC update - Jeff Devere informed the Roundtable that the State plan 
 says it will meet a certain number; they are currently considering new 
means of raising revenues to fund implementation of the Colorado Water Plan. 
Alden Vanden Brink asked if it was known when they would arrive at a financial 



solution for the Colorado Water Plan. Jay Gallagher said that an update on 
proposals would be given next week, during the CWCB board meeting.  

  c. West Slope Caucus –Jeff Devere/ Kevin McBride Included in the 
previous special committee updates.  
  d. Non-Consumptive Needs update – Geoff Blakeslee, Erin Wilson met 
with groups on water use. Determining natural flows, and pros and cons of storage. Geoff 
asked that the Non-Consumptive Needs not be included on the agenda every meeting, as 
there is not always an update.  
  e. PEPO/ Education Committee update – Kelly Romero Heaney. The new 
PEPO liaison has been helpful. The Education Action Plan can be amended, but needs to 
be modified between now and the next meeting. The CWCB bi-monthly meeting will be 
in Steamboat. During which a few project sites on the Upper Yampa will be toured. Mara 
MacKillop from the CWCB will be starting a quarterly newsletter to keep all of the 
Roundtables communicating. Kelly suggested that the Roundtable think of what they 
would like to send her.  
  f. Grant Committee update - Steve Hinkemeyer. The suggested changes  
from the May meeting, were made. The updated documents were sent to Craig Godbout 
on June 13th. The Committee has asked Craig to put the forms on the CWCB website. 
  g. Bylaws Committee – Jackie Brown sent the word compare document 
out to the members in June, to show the bylaw changes. Jackie also met with members 
that had concerns. The highlighted areas beginning on page 5 show the major changes. 
One being, line 198 & 199 to keep the at large members equal between counties, which 
would make several Roundtable members ineligible during this November’s election. 
There was discussion on a 2/3rds majority needed for Bylaw voting. Steve Hinkemeyer 
will email Jackie the suggested wording. Mary asked for a vote on adopting the Bylaws 
with the addition from Steve by show of hands. There were 16 yes votes and zero no’s. 
Bylaws were adopted. Mary asked that Roundtable members respond to the meeting 
reminders, if they will not be attending the meeting, this way the meeting can be canceled 
if there will not be a majority attending. There was some confusion however. Reed 
Kelley thought the vote was for the addition of language pertaining to the voting majority 
for the Bylaws, he was not in support of adopting the Bylaws as is.  
 

8. Consideration/Action on Roundtable Projects: (15 minutes each) 
a. Reaffirm YWG Hydrologic Modeling & Education Outreach Program: As  

previously discussed during the Budget Report. The CWCB has asked the Roundtables to 
reaffirm their prior funding commitments, now that they know there will not be more 
funding. The two grants that the YWG Roundtable had previously approved are the 
YWG Hydrologic Modeling for $150,000 and The Education Outreach Program for 
$150,000. Doug Monger made a motion to reaffirm, John Hill seconded. Motion passed. 
April McIntyre will write up a letter and send it to Craig Godbout to inform him that the 
YWG Roundtable voted to reaffirm the $300,000 in grants. See Attached.  

b. Maybell Irrigation District 2nd Reading. Ann Franklin passed out an  
updated budget with itemized costs, and briefly went over project details. The Grant 
request is for $108,375. Steve Hinkemeyer asked if there would be addition funding from 
other sources. Mike Camblin said they submitted a grant request for an additional 
$62,000 from the Fish Recovery Program, but did not yet know if they would receive it.  



Jay Gallagher asked Erin Light for her thoughts on the project. Erin had some concerns 
with the auto waste gate, but she also thought the project would have benefits. Several 
members voiced their support of the project, and their appreciation in funding a physical 
project vs. a study. Dan Birch made a motion to approve the grant request up to $108,375 
less any funds contributed by the recovery program. Motion seconded by Chuck Grobe. 
There was a resounding desire from the board that the Fish Recovery Program 
participates in the project. Jackie Brown made a motion to amend Dan’s motion and fully 
fund the grant request. Motion passed. 
 

9. New business (15 min. each) 
a. U.S. Fish and Wildlife Presentation – Jana Mohrman presented to  

the Roundtable on the development of an endangered fish management plan for the 
White River in Colorado and Utah. The plan addresses flow targets and future water 
depletions. Jana said that they are happy to be preceding Wilson Water, as much of the 
plan is derived from the Wilson Water proposal. Jeff Devere mentioned, that this shows 
the Roundtable is accomplishing things and could be used for the newsletter talked about 
in the PEPO update. Attached is the handout from the presentation along with a handout 
out of estimated project completion date.  

b. Update on the modeling effort – John Carron from Hydros  
Consulting spoke to the Roundtable about the risk of a compact call on the Colorado 
River. This study is looking at the required levels of water storage needed at Powell and 
Mead to maintain deliveries, taking into account potential hydraulic issues. Colorado is 
stated to be using more than it is allotted under the 1948 Upper Basin Compact, however 
these numbers do not account for natural evaporative loss. John discussed some potential 
solutions, and the work that the study still has ahead of them. Dan Birch suggested that 
the YWG Roundtable pass a resolution that can be passed along to John’s bosses in 
support of the work that they are doing. The Roundtable would like to see conversations 
on water banking and what a compact call will look like. Jeff Devere made a motion, 
Geoff Blakeslee seconded, motion passed. Dan will type up a resolution and send to 
Mary. See attached for the presentation handout, and a copy of the typed resolution.  

 
10. Old Business 

a. Upper Yampa Conservancy District. Joe Messina presented a final report  
to the Roundtable on a WSRA Grant from the YWG in 2014. Funds were used for 
modeling to support the Upper Yampa Water Conservancy District water rights master 
plan. Included in the presentation was an example of evaluations made using the state 
mode model, and three different planning scenarios. The slides from the presentation are 
attached.  

b. Bylaws: Jackie Brown hand wrote in the changes that Reed Kelley asked  
for. A second vote was made to keep the previous vote on adapting the Bylaws valid. All 
were in favor of keeping the updated Bylaws. Mary Brown suggested that the changes 
will be typed up and included in the meeting minutes. A clean copy will be provided 
again at the September meeting, if there are any issues at that time the Roundtable will 
take another look at the Bylaws. See Attached.  

 
 



 
11.  Announcements: Dan Birch announced a training opportunity and let members 

know they could pick up a flyer from him before leaving, that contained more 
information. Alden Vanden Brink reminded members of the Natural Resource Tour on 
August 18th, all Roundtable members are invited.  

 
12. Dates and Agenda Items for Future Meetings:      

a. Next meeting date is September 14, 2016 at 6PM 
13. Adjournment: 9:20 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

April McIntyre 
YWG Basin Roundtable Recorder 
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