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Water Year 2017 Temperature Departures



May 2017 Average Temperature History for Colorado (NCEI)

51.3 F (-0.5)

45th coolest on record

Coolest since 2016 at 50.7 F





MTD Temp



Daily Max/Min Temperature 

WY2017, with normals - Denver



Daily Max/Min Temperature 

WY2017, with normals - GJT



Last month ppt



2.77” (+0.75”) 

18th wettest on record

Wettest since 2015 with 5.30”

May 2017 Average Precipitation History for Colorado (NCEI)





Mtd ppt



Climate divisions defined by Dr. Klaus Wolter of 

NOAA's Climate Diagnostic Center in Boulder, CO





Division 1 – Grand Lake 1NW



Division 1 – Grand Lake 1NW

-1.73”

-2.06”



Division 2 – Grand Junction



Division 2 – Grand Junction

+8.21”



Division 3 – Montrose



Division 3 – Montrose

+1.92”



Division 3 – Mesa Verde NP



Division 3 – Mesa Verde NP

+0.18”



Division 4 – Alamosa



Division 4 – Alamosa

+8.26”



Division 5 – Pueblo



Division 5 – Pueblo

+6.93”



Division 6 - Walsh



Division 6 - Walsh

+12.07”



Division 6 - Burlington



Division 6 - Burlington

+16.23”



Division 7 – Akron



Division 7 – Akron

+12.69”



Division 8 - Boulder



Division 8 - Boulder

+22.28”



February and early 

March were hot and 

dry. Lots of wind and 

low relative humidity 

resulted in several 

wildfires.High elevation snowpack in 

great condition, but warm 

temperatures started an 

early melt. Lower elevations 

on west slope weren’t 

getting as much snow.



Late March brought upon a shift in 

the weather pattern.  Hot, dry, and 

windy conditions were replaced with 

a more active weather pattern that 

started chipping away at the long-

term dryness.



A late April blizzard wiped out the 

lingering drought conditions in 

southeast CO. Impacts would then 

become a result of late season cold 

and snow, with cattle losses being 

the largest reported impact.

Early snowmelt and rise in 

spring runoff stalled out with 

the late season winter storm 

activity. Snowpack began 

accumulating toward normal 

peaks.



Following an exceptionally 

cool and wet May, drought 

was eliminated from CO.

Lingering D0 remains 

due to long-term 

drought impacts.

Developing D0 highlights 

short-term moisture 

deficits and an area to 

watch for future drought 

development.





30-day SPI



90 day spi



6 month spi



12 month spi
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Archived WATF presentations can be found at:

http://climate.colostate.edu/ccc_archive.html


