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Major Basin Summary 
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Median WY2002 WY2011 WY2016 WY2017 Maximum Mininum Averages

Current as Pct of Normal: 113%
Current as Pct of Avg: 102%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 75%
Current as Pct of Peak: 49%
Normal as Pct of Peak: 43%
Current Peak as Pct of Normal Peak: 102%
Current Peak Date: Mar 12
Normal Peak Date: Apr 10

Yampa, White & North Platte River Basins High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of May 25, 2017
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Yampa & White River Basins High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of May 25, 2017
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Current as Pct of Average: 103%
Current as Pct of Median: 104%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 98%
Current as Pct of Average Annnual Total: 82%
Average as Pct of Average Annual Total: 80%
Pct of Avg Needed to Reach Avg Annual Total: 86%

Yampa & White River Basins High/Low Year-to-Date Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of May 25, 2017







Major Basin Summary 
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Median WY2002 WY2011 WY2016 WY2017 Maximum Mininum Averages

Current as Pct of Normal: 150%
Current as Pct of Avg: 124%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 98%
Current as Pct of Peak: 52%
Normal as Pct of Peak: 34%
Current Peak as Pct of Normal Peak: 112%
Current Peak Date: Mar 14
Normal Peak Date: Apr 10

Upper Colorado River Basin High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of May 25, 2017
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Upper Colorado River Basin High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of May 25, 2017
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Current as Pct of Average: 111%
Current as Pct of Median: 113%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 109%
Current as Pct of Average Annnual Total: 82%
Average as Pct of Average Annual Total: 74%
Pct of Avg Needed to Reach Avg Annual Total: 69%

Upper Colorado River Basin High/Low Year-to-Date Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of May 25, 2017
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COLORADO RIVER BASIN
Reservoir Storage

Departure from Average



Major Basin Summary 
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Median WY2002 WY2011 WY2016 WY2017 Maximum Mininum Averages

Current as Pct of Normal: 157%
Current as Pct of Avg: 141%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 98%
Current as Pct of Peak: 75%
Normal as Pct of Peak: 47%
Current Peak as Pct of Normal Peak: 103%
Current Peak Date: Apr 07
Normal Peak Date: Apr 26

South Platte River Basin High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of May 25, 2017
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South Platte River Basin High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of May 25, 2017
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Current as Pct of Average: 119%
Current as Pct of Median: 119%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 109%
Current as Pct of Average Annnual Total: 84%
Average as Pct of Average Annual Total: 71%
Pct of Avg Needed to Reach Avg Annual Total: 54%

South Platte River Basin High/Low Year-to-Date Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of May 25, 2017
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SOUTH PLATTE RIVER BASIN 
Reservoir Storage

Departure from Average



Major Basin Summary 
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Median WY2002 WY2011 WY2016 WY2017 Maximum Mininum Averages

Current as Pct of Normal: 169%
Current as Pct of Avg: 121%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 111%
Current as Pct of Peak: 42%
Normal as Pct of Peak: 25%
Current Peak as Pct of Normal Peak: 123%
Current Peak Date: Mar 10
Normal Peak Date: Apr 06

Gunnison River Basin High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of May 25, 2017
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Gunnison River Basin High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of May 25, 2017
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Current as Pct of Average: 110%
Current as Pct of Median: 113%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 110%
Current as Pct of Average Annnual Total: 81%
Average as Pct of Average Annual Total: 74%
Pct of Avg Needed to Reach Avg Annual Total: 73%

Gunnison River Basin High/Low Year-to-Date Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of May 25, 2017
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GUNNISON RIVER BASIN
Reservoir Storage

Departure from Average



Major Basin Summary 
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Median WY2002 WY1997 WY2016 WY2017 Maximum Mininum Averages

Current as Pct of Normal: 177%
Current as Pct of Avg: 124%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 136%
Current as Pct of Peak: 41%
Normal as Pct of Peak: 23%
Current Peak as Pct of Normal Peak: 131%
Current Peak Date: Mar 10
Normal Peak Date: Apr 06

San Miguel, Dolores, Animas and San Juan River Basins High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of May 25, 2017
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San Miguel, Dolores, Animas & San Juan River Basins
High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
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Current as Pct of Average: 112%
Current as Pct of Median: 114%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 111%
Current as Pct of Average Annnual Total: 80%
Average as Pct of Average Annual Total: 72%
Pct of Avg Needed to Reach Avg Annual Total: 70%

San Miguel, Dolores, Animas & San Juan River Basins
High/Low Year-to-Date Precipitation Summary

Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of May 25, 2017
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SAN MIGUEL, DOLORES, ANIMAS AND SAN JUAN RIVER BASINS 
Reservoir Storage

Departure from Average



Major Basin Summary 
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Median WY2002 WY1997 WY2016 WY2017 Maximum Mininum Averages

Current as Pct of Normal: 168%
Current as Pct of Avg: 130%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 200%
Current as Pct of Peak: 39%
Normal as Pct of Peak: 24%
Current Peak as Pct of Normal Peak: 121%
Current Peak Date: Apr 06
Normal Peak Date: Apr 10

Upper Rio Grande Basin High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of May 25, 2017
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Upper Rio Grande Basin High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of May 25, 2017
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Current as Pct of Average: 108%
Current as Pct of Median: 107%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 113%
Current as Pct of Average Annnual Total: 75%
Average as Pct of Average Annual Total: 70%
Pct of Avg Needed to Reach Avg Annual Total: 82%

Upper Rio Grande Basin High/Low Year-to-Date Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of May 25, 2017
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UPPER RIO GRANDE BASIN
Reservoir Storage

Departure from Average



Major Basin Summary 
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Median WY2002 WY1997 WY2016 WY2017 Maximum Mininum Averages

Current as Pct of Normal: 145%
Current as Pct of Avg: 117%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 81%
Current as Pct of Peak: 48%
Normal as Pct of Peak: 33%
Current Peak as Pct of Normal Peak: 123%
Current Peak Date: Apr 06
Normal Peak Date: Apr 11

Arkansas River Basin High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of May 25, 2017
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Arkansas River Basin High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of May 25, 2017
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Current as Pct of Average: 115%
Current as Pct of Median: 114%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 112%
Current as Pct of Average Annnual Total: 76%
Average as Pct of Average Annual Total: 66%
Pct of Avg Needed to Reach Avg Annual Total: 71%

Arkansas River Basin High/Low Year-to-Date Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of May 25, 2017
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ARKANSAS RIVER BASIN
Reservoir Storage

Departure from Average



Colorado Statewide Summary 
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Median WY2002 WY2011 WY2016 WY2017 Maximum Mininum Averages

Current as Pct of Normal: 149%
Current as Pct of Avg: 118%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 96%
Current as Pct of Peak: 44%
Normal as Pct of Peak: 29%
Current Peak as Pct of Normal Peak: 113%
Current Peak Date: Mar 11
Normal Peak Date: Apr 09

Colorado Statewide High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of May 25, 2017
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Colorado Statewide High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of May 25, 2017
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Current as Pct of Average: 111%
Current as Pct of Median: 113%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 109%
Current as Pct of Average Annnual Total: 81%
Average as Pct of Average Annual Total: 72%
Pct of Avg Needed to Reach Avg Annual Total: 70%

Colorado Statewide High/Low Year-to-Date Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of May 25, 2017
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COLORADO STATEWIDE 
Reservoir Storage

Departure from Average
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•Colorado Statewide snowpack is at 149% of normal (118% of 
average), up from 96% on 4/18… Noting that those numbers are 
sensitive this time of year 
•May month to date precipitation ranges from 101% to 184% 
across the major river basins of Colorado 
•All basins very near or above normal reservoir storage – 
statewide-113% norm 
•May 1st SWSIs slightly elevated over April 1st but not huge 
changes 
•May 1st streamflow forecasts were generally lower than April 1st 
but not dramatically– These will likely go up again for June 1st 
given the well above normal Month-to-date precipitation 

Summary 



 
Water Availability Task Force Meeting 
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Karl Wetlaufer 
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720-544-2853 
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/co/snow/ 

 


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34
	Slide Number 35
	Slide Number 36
	Slide Number 37
	Slide Number 38
	Slide Number 39
	Slide Number 40
	Slide Number 41
	Slide Number 42
	Slide Number 43
	Slide Number 44
	Slide Number 45
	Slide Number 46
	Slide Number 47
	Slide Number 48
	Slide Number 49
	Slide Number 50
	Slide Number 51
	Slide Number 52
	Slide Number 53
	Slide Number 54
	Slide Number 55
	Slide Number 56
	Slide Number 57
	Slide Number 58
	Slide Number 59
	Slide Number 60
	Slide Number 61
	Slide Number 62
	Slide Number 63
	Slide Number 64
	Slide Number 65
	Slide Number 66
	Slide Number 67
	Slide Number 68
	Slide Number 69
	Summary
	Slide Number 71

