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Major Basin Summary 
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Median WY2002 WY2011 WY2016 WY2017 Maximum Mininum Averages

Current as Pct of Normal: 110%
Current as Pct of Avg: 105%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 110%
Current as Pct of Peak: 98%
Normal as Pct of Peak: 89%
Pct of Normal Needed to Reach Peak: 18%
Normal Peak Date: Apr 10

Yampa, White & North Platte River Basins High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 20, 2017
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Yampa & White River Basins High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 20, 2017
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Current as Pct of Average: 108%
Current as Pct of Median: 111%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 116%
Current as Pct of Average Annnual Total: 62%
Average as Pct of Average Annual Total: 58%
Pct of Avg Needed to Reach Avg Annual Total: 89%

Yampa & White River Basins High/Low Year-to-Date Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 20, 2017
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Median WY2002 WY2011 WY2016 WY2017 Maximum Mininum Averages

Current as Pct of Normal: 118%
Current as Pct of Avg: 112%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 116%
Current as Pct of Peak: 105%
Normal as Pct of Peak: 89%
Pct of Normal Needed to Reach Peak: Current 
SWE Equals or Exceeds Avg Peak
Normal Peak Date: Apr 10

Upper Colorado River Basin High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 20, 2017
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Upper Colorado River Basin High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 20, 2017
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Current as Pct of Average: 114%
Current as Pct of Median: 118%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 119%
Current as Pct of Average Annnual Total: 59%
Average as Pct of Average Annual Total: 52%
Pct of Avg Needed to Reach Avg Annual Total: 85%

Upper Colorado River Basin High/Low Year-to-Date Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 20, 2017
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Median WY2002 WY2011 WY2016 WY2017 Maximum Mininum Ave rages

Current as Pct of Normal: 108%
Current as Pct of Avg: 106%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 105%
Current as Pct of Peak: 88%
Normal as Pct of Peak: 82%
Pct of Normal Needed to Reach Peak: 67%
Normal Peak Date: Apr 26

South Platte River Basin High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 20, 2017
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South Platte River Basin High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 20, 2017
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Current as Pct of Average: 114%
Current as Pct of Median: 116%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 108%
Current as Pct of Average Annnual Total: 53%
Average as Pct of Average Annual Total: 47%
Pct of Avg Needed to Reach Avg Annual Total: 88%

South Platte River Basin High/Low Year-to-Date Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 20, 2017
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SOUTH PLATTE RIVER BASIN 
Reservoir Storage

Departure from Average
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Median WY2002 WY2011 WY2016 WY2017 Maximum Mininum Averages

Current as Pct of Normal: 130%
Current as Pct of Avg: 121%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 139%
Current as Pct of Peak: 116%
Normal as Pct of Peak: 90%
Pct of Normal Needed to Reach Peak: Current 
SWE Equals or Exceeds Avg Peak
Normal Peak Date: Apr 06

Gunnison River Basin High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 20, 2017
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Gunnison River Basin High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 20, 2017
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Current as Pct of Average: 116%
Current as Pct of Median: 121%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 124%
Current as Pct of Average Annnual Total: 62%
Average as Pct of Average Annual Total: 54%
Pct of Avg Needed to Reach Avg Annual Total: 81%

Gunnison River Basin High/Low Year-to-Date Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 20, 2017
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GUNNISON RIVER BASIN
Reservoir Storage

Departure from Average
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Median WY2002 WY1997 WY2016 WY2017 Maximum Mininum Ave rages

Current as Pct of Normal: 130%
Current as Pct of Avg: 126%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 154%
Current as Pct of Peak: 120%
Normal as Pct of Peak: 92%
Pct of Normal Needed to Reach Peak: Current 
SWE Equals or Exceeds Avg Peak
Normal Peak Date: Apr 06

San Miguel, Dolores, Animas and San Juan River Basins High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 20, 2017
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San Miguel, Dolores, Animas & San Juan River Basins
High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
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Current as Pct of Average: 117%
Current as Pct of Median: 119%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 123%
Current as Pct of Average Annnual Total: 63%
Average as Pct of Average Annual Total: 54%
Pct of Avg Needed to Reach Avg Annual Total: 80%

San Miguel, Dolores, Animas & San Juan River Basins
High/Low Year-to-Date Precipitation Summary

Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 20, 2017
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Major Basin Summary 
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Median WY2002 WY1997 WY2016 WY2017 Maximum Mininum Ave rages

Current as Pct of Normal: 119%
Current as Pct of Avg: 117%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 144%
Current as Pct of Peak: 113%
Normal as Pct of Peak: 94%
Pct of Normal Needed to Reach Peak: Current 
SWE Equals or Exceeds Avg Peak
Normal Peak Date: Apr 10

Upper Rio Grande Basin High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 20, 2017
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Upper Rio Grande Basin High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 20, 2017





0.0

5.0

10.0

15.0

20.0

25.0

30.0

35.0

40.0

45.0

50.0

Oct 01 Nov 01 Dec 01 Jan 01 Feb 01 Mar 01 Apr 01 May 01 Jun 01 Jul 01 Aug 01 Sep 01

Ye
ar

-to
-D

at
e 

Pr
ec

ip
ita

tio
n 

(in
ch

es
)

Current as Pct of Average: 103%
Current as Pct of Median: 105%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 121%
Current as Pct of Average Annnual Total: 52%
Average as Pct of Average Annual Total: 51%
Pct of Avg Needed to Reach Avg Annual Total: 97%

Upper Rio Grande Basin High/Low Year-to-Date Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 20, 2017
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UPPER RIO GRANDE BASIN
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Departure from Average



Major Basin Summary 
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Median WY2002 WY1997 WY2016 WY2017 Maximum Mininum Averages

Current as Pct of Normal: 105%
Current as Pct of Avg: 105%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 131%
Current as Pct of Peak: 96%
Normal as Pct of Peak: 91%
Pct of Normal Needed to Reach Peak: 46%
Normal Peak Date: Apr 11

Arkansas River Basin High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 20, 2017
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Arkansas River Basin High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 20, 2017
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Current as Pct of Average: 101%
Current as Pct of Median: 103%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 113%
Current as Pct of Average Annnual Total: 43%
Average as Pct of Average Annual Total: 43%
Pct of Avg Needed to Reach Avg Annual Total: 99%

Arkansas River Basin High/Low Year-to-Date Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 20, 2017
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ARKANSAS RIVER BASIN
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Departure from Average



Colorado Statewide Summary 
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Median WY2002 WY2011 WY2016 WY2017 Maximum Mininum Averages

Current as Pct of Normal: 116%
Current as Pct of Avg: 112%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 123%
Current as Pct of Peak: 106%
Normal as Pct of Peak: 91%
Pct of Normal Needed to Reach Peak: Current 
SWE Equals or Exceeds Avg Peak
Normal Peak Date: Apr 09

Colorado Statewide High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 20, 2017



0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

Average WY2017 WY2016 WY2011 WY2002

Pr
ec

ip
ita

tio
n 

(In
ch

es
)

Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep

Colorado Statewide High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 20, 2017
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Current as Pct of Average: 112%
Current as Pct of Median: 115%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 117%
Current as Pct of Average Annnual Total: 57%
Average as Pct of Average Annual Total: 51%
Pct of Avg Needed to Reach Avg Annual Total: 87%

Colorado Statewide High/Low Year-to-Date Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 20, 2017
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COLORADO STATEWIDE 
Reservoir Storage

Departure from Average
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•February precipitation was right at normal (100%)  
•As of March 20th snowpack according to SNOTEL data was at 
116% of normal, down from 133% of normal on March 1st 
•Reservoir storage has remained relatively constant and 
currently resides at 107% of average 
•Mar 1 streamflow forecasts were quite promising with above to 
well above normal forecasts.  However, change to dry degraded 
conditions 
•Without a change to a wetter pattern, indicators point to 
decreasing streamflow forecasts for much of the state on Apr 1 
•Little change in SWSI values since last month due to minimal 
change and near normal reservoirs and precipitation 

Summary 



 
Water Availability Task Force Meeting 

March 21st, 2017 
 
 
 

NRCS Snow Survey and Water Supply Forecasting 
Program 

 
 

Brian Domonkos 
 Snow Survey Supervisor 

720-544-2852 
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/co/snow/ 
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