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WSRF program funding: Distributed over $5M in WSRF funds from statewide and 

basin accounts since the beginning of November 2015. This $5m has been successfully 

leveraged against over $25M in matching contributions.  Project examples addressing 

the Supply-Demand Gap include: Upper Arkansas Multiple-Use Project Phase I; 

Advancing Direct Potable Reuse to Optimize Water Supplies and Meet Future Needs; 

McClave Water Delivery Improvement Project; Mancos Raw Water Improvement 

Project; Remote Cloud Seeding for the Upper Gunnison Basin; and Biological 

Treatment to Remove Selenium from Water Treatment Plant Concentrates.

Bridging Silos - Land Use-Water Planning Trainings: CWCB staff is working closely with 

DOLA to establish a curriculum and a series of webinar trainings set forth in Senate Bill 

8 from 2015. These webinar trainings will begin in the fall of 2016. Roundtables have 

expressed interest in hearing from the training team. CWCB and DOLA staff will 

conduct a “train the trainer” workshop at the Colorado American Planning Association 

annual conference in Colorado Springs on September 28, 2016. Additionally, the 

CWCB is partnering with the Sonoran Institute and Lincoln Institute for Land Policy to 

continue these trainings out into the future. They are seeking Gates Family Foundation 

funds to build on the curriculum being developed to focus on several communities 

throughout Colorado to provide training and technical assistance on the integration of 

land and water planning. This collaboration will further the reach of the CWCB and 

help achieve the goals set out in Colorado's Water Plan.

1. Provide financial support to 

technical storage innovations

South Platte Storage Study (HB16-1256): The CWCB and DWR, in cooperation with 

the South Platte Basin Roundtable and the Metro Roundtable, are utilizing WSRF 

funding to conduct a study to identify water storage possibilities along the South 

Platte River Basin, from Greeley to Julesburg (Lower South Platte River Basin). These 

water storage possibilities will include new reservoir sites, the 

enlargement/rehabilitation of existing sites, or alternative storage mechanisms (e.g., 

underground storage).

1. Amendment to expand 

CWCB loan authority

Amendment: The amendment was included in the 2016 projects bill and was passed 

by the legislature. It expands the CWCB's loan authority to finance regional, domestic 

water treatment distribution systems excluding treatment facilities. 

WSRF Criteria and Guidelines update: CWCB and Basin Roundtables are revising the 

WSRF criteria and guidelines to achieve the goals and measurable outcomes identified 

in the Basin Implementation Plans and Colorado's Water Plan and to produce 

measurable results and decrease gaps, with transparent reporting and accountability. 

Draft criteria and guidelines were presented to the CWCB Board in July and will be 

discussed at the Criteria and Guidelines Committee and IBCC meeting in August. Final 

criteria and  guidelines will be presented to the Board in November. 

Colorado Water and Growth Dialogue: The working group is going through an 

intensive exploratory scenario planning process that is looking at various futures 

concerning land use patterns and water demand. First scenario planning workshop 

was held on May 26, 2016 and second was held on July 27, 2016. The group has  

modeled demand under various future land use patterns and will use these modeling 

outputs to quantify the future scenarios. 

WSRF program funding: WSRF applicants must show how their proposed projects 

meet gaps, achieve goals and measureable objectives in the CWP and BIPs.
2. P3 center of excellence

State Funding Committee: Will continue work in 2016 to develop a P3 concept to 

explore the project funding mechanisms of a P3 for water projects.

Proposed CWCB Funding Plan: In May, the CWCB Board charged the CWCB staff with 

developing a creative water funding plan for up to five years. The proposed plan 

includes a one-time $50 million investment into a repayment guarantee fund and an 

annual transfer of $10 million for WSRF, $5 million for the Watershed Restoration 

Program, and $10 million for additional non-reimbursable CWCB programming. This 

plan was presented to the Board in July as a three-year funding plan, with the 

potential for up to five years. The IBCC will discuss the plan in August. It will be 

finalized by the Board in November and then, if approved, incorporated into the CWCB 

Projects Bill that goes to the Colorado Legislature for approval during the 2017 session. 

The proposed plan would go into effect July 2017.  

Water Research Foundation Water Supply and Land Use Project (WRF 4623): The 

CWCB is a member on the Project Advisory Committee. The project is exploring the 

types and methods of securing new water supply through land use decisions. Much of 

the other work being completed in this field is focusing on reducing demand through 

land use decisions. This is a nation-wide research project but there will be implications 

for closing the supply-demand gap in Colorado and contributing to the stretch goal.

WSRF program funding: Distributed over $5M in WSRF funds from statewide and 

basin accounts since the beginning of November 2015. This $5m has been successfully 

leveraged against over $25M in matching contributions.  Project examples addressing 

the grants and loans by CWP and BIP goals include: Hallenbeck Reservoir #1 Dam 

Rehabilitation Project; Crosho Lake and Reservoir Dam Outlet Replacement Project; 

and Eggleston Dam Outlet Repair Project.

Proposed CWCB Funding Plan: The proposed plan includes a one-time $50 million 

investment into a repayment guarantee fund to financially support regional projects 

with multiple borrowers. This fund will provide financial backing that will streamline 

the financing and move the project forward more efficient and cost effective manner.

SWSI update: CWCB staff and consultants had the kickoff meeting in July and continue 

to have collaborative meetings to discuss schedule, communications, and 

methodology of progress. The CWCB and Brown & Caldwell will present the SWSI 

update and next steps at the Water for Breakfast event at the summer Colorado Water 

Congress conference in August. 

State agencies committing to land use planning: This has been on ongoing discussion 

to incorporate land use planning best management practices into the daily operations 

of our sister state agencies and the CWCB. 

State endorsement: The Governor has endorsed projects for the first time in Colorado 

history – pointing to the Windy Gap and Moffat projects as the type of project that 

advances the goals identified in Colorado’s Water Plan.

The CWCB Finance Section: recommended longer term loans for certain types of 

projects and a further interest rate reduction on 10-year loans to encourage short-term 

money movement into the market. 

Basin Implementation Plan coordination: The Arkansas Basin hired an implementation 

coordinator in September 2015 to carry out the goals of their Basin Implementation 

Plan. Other roundtables are looking at the potential benefits of such a position (South 

Platte/Metro, Southwest, Rio Grande).

Education and assistance program: The Agricultural Viability subcommittee of the IBCC 

is exploring this concept to assist farmers and ranchers in realizing more market-

competitive transactions and enable interested Coloradans to enter the agricultural 

industry. This will be discussed at the Agricultural Viability Summit in November. 

LEAN event - Permitting: The LEAN process encourages efficiency and the permitting 

LEAN event was held this past spring and summer to discuss how to make the process 

more efficient and how to front-load and get all the players and stakeholders involved 

early on to identify challenges and opportunities. It included leadership in the 

permitting process, (EPA, DNR, CWCB, local regulators such as NWCOG). These efforts 

are now in the reporting stage, as participants complete the tasks assigned in the 

initial LEAN process. The Lean process led to five major outcomes and implementation 

tasks that participants and stakeholders are working on now.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

State Funding Committee: Discussed the potential for CWCB Finance Section to offer 

an “in-house” green bond interest rate. The CWCB Board and IBCC will continue to 

discuss creative funding options. 

WSRF program funding - Colorado River Development and Curtailment Risk Study: 

CWCB awarded the grant at the March Board meeting to the Western Slope basin 

roundtables, CRWCD, and SWCD. This mostly-educational study of risk to Lake Powell 

created a technical committee of eastern and western slope participants who have 

been holding webinars to stay apprised on the evolving study as progress is made by 

the consultant. The first round of webinars had around 60 participants. CRWCD and 

consultant have been presenting the study to basin roundtables and stakeholder 

groups statewide. 

WSRF program funding: Distributed over $5M in WSRF funds from statewide and 

basin accounts since the beginning of November 2015. This $5m has been successfully 

leveraged against over $25M in matching contributions. Project examples addressing 

Agricultural Education and Assistance for farmers and ranchers include: the Colorado 

Agricultural Water Alliance Agricultural Water Workshop.

Permitting handbook: One of the products being developed out of the permitting 

LEAN event is a handbook to assist project proponents and stakeholders through the 

process and provide helpful information in a comprehensive manner. 

IBCC discussions: The IBCC has discussed new funding mechanisms at its May meeting 

and will continue the discussion at the August meeting. It is exploring the concept of a 

container fee. It has been determined that this could produce up to $100 million 

annually if approved by Colorado voters.

Upper Colorado River Basin Contingency Planning: This planning effort consists of 

drought response operations of CRSP reservoirs, weather modification, and demand 

management with CWCB as a participant, spearheaded by the Upper Colorado River 

Commission and the other basin states

Long-term, regional infrastructural assessment: WSRF funding is being approved and 

expended in pursuit of regional studies, often leveraging multiple funding sources to 

complete these projects and methods. One example is the Cucharas Basin 

Collaborative Storage Study in the Arkansas Basin, approved by the CWCB Board in 

September of 2015. Or the Upper Uncompahgre Basin Water Supply Protection and 

Enhancement Project out of the Gunnison roundtable and approved by the CWCB in 

September of 2015. These efforts seek to maximize use of existing infrastructure, 

identify necessary improvements, and plan for the future of these facilities. 

5. Identify lead state agency, 

MOU

Draft MOU: Developed to increase coordination between DNR and CDPHE in order to 

streamline the State role in the water supply project permitting process. 

4. Continue to provide $1M or 

more for stream management 

and watershed plans

Proposed CWCB Funding Plan: The plan includes an additional $5 million in funding  

on top of the current $1.5 million already provided for the Watershed Restoration 

Program, which will increase funding for stream and watershed management plans. 

Colorado Water Loss Initiative: CWCB working to provide training over the next few 

years – these trainings will bring water managers through a long term, intensive water 

loss training based on the AWWA industry standard for water loss reporting and 

accounting. CWCB submitting a non-reimbursable application to the board for funding 

these trainings. Secured the Water Research Foundation, the Rocky Mountain Section 

of the AWWA and the AWWA National Water Loss Control Committee as 

partners/supporters to serve on a small steering committee during the development of 

these trainings. Additional members are from municipal water providers and other 

groups are being vetted at present time.

Agricultural Viability Summit: A joint effort of the IBCC and CAWA, to be held in 

November. Discussion of the need for infrastructural and regional planning will be an 

important part of the agenda, and the potential benefits to agriculture from this sort of 

approach. 

 Basin Implementation Plans: Identified the prevention of ESA listings and the 

continuation of recovery programs around the state as a crucial key action moving 

forward. All roundtables have identified environmental and recreational goals, and 

continue to implement projects and methods, as well as regional planning efforts. 

5. Sustainable funding plan

Proposed CWCB Funding Plan: The plan is meant to provide stable funding for water 

projects for the next three years so that the Basin Roundtables, IBCC, CWCB, and 

partner groups can develop more long-term and sustainable funding options. 

1051 reporting: Is underway, and the Board has heard updates on this process and the 

associated web portal. At present, staff has collected three years of data which will be 

incorporated into the SWSI update.

Proposed CWCB Funding Plan: One of the goals of the proposed repayment guarantee 

fund  is to incentivize multipartner, multiuse, and regional projects. If approved, it 

could alleviate some of the burden on permanent transfers from irrigated agriculture. 

One of the potential benefits of the proposed funding plan with the additional $10 

million in nonreimbursables could be to expand the ATM program or the create an 

“agricultural viability” grant program. The potential addition of funding to the WSRF 

program could help with continued and enhanced updating and improvement of aging 

agricultural infrastructure.  

Proposed CWCB Funding Plan: Would provide an additional $5 million to the 

Watershed Restoration Program and additional funds for nonreimbursables, which 

could be used to achieve these goals. These funds will  assist in achieving this 

measurable objective as stakeholders identify and prioritize critical watersheds, and 

then implement stream management plans, watershed protection plans, and projects 

and methods. 

Conceptual new grant program: Part of the proposed funding plan is $10 million for 

nonreimbursables. One potential use of this funding could be $1 million initially for an 

education and outreach grant fund. The CWCB envisions a program which engages the 

PEPO workgroup and education and outreach partner organizations. The PEPO 

workgroup is meeting in October and will help develop the criteria and guidelines for 

the grant program. 

SWSI update: will include best management practices for conservation and land use

WSRF program funding: Basin roundtables are examining the use of the funding for 

infrastructural upgrading. They are modifying their own evaluation criteria to ensure 

that funds are being used responsibly and to maximum efficiency. An example of this 

is in the South Platte where the roundtable has been discussing whether WSRF funds 

are appropriately used for maintenance expenses on water delivery systems, or if these 

funds are better utilized on projects and methods which address the identified basin 

water supply gaps.

Proposed CWCB Funding Plan: The funding plan identifies implementation of 

recreational projects as a funding goal, as part of the additional funds for WSRF and 

nonreimbursable grants.

CWCB newsletter: The CWCB created an e-newsletter to go out to stakeholders and 

the public after every CWCB Board meeting. The newsletter will feature not only the 

work of the CWCB Board and staff, but the local progress and action at the basin level. 

The first will be sent within the first two weeks of August, featuring information about 

Colorado Water Plan implementation, the IBCC, the CWCB Board, local efforts 

happening in each basin with contributions from stakeholders statewide.

Water efficiency grant program: CWCB Board will see a creative funding package from 

the Arkansas basin in September for a project out of the Arkansas Basin 

Implementation Plan. The Board should expect to see some very creative uses of the 

water efficiency grant fund in upcoming meetings – moving beyond simple retrofitting 

projects to more systematic methods of encouraging regional and statewide 

efficiencies. 

WSRF program funding: Distributed over $5M in WSRF funds from statewide and 

basin accounts since the beginning of November 2015. This $5m has been successfully 

leveraged against over $25M in matching contributions.  Project examples addressing 

aging agricultural infrastructure include: Water System Improvements, Huerfano River 

Basin; Purgatorie Water Conservancy District Ditch Infrastructure Repair Project; Young 

Creek Reservoir No. 1 & 2 Repair and Rehabilitation; Piping the Duke Ditch; and 

McKoon/Blanchard Reservoir Outlet Improvement Project.

WSRF program funding: Distributed over $5M in WSRF funds from statewide and 

basin accounts since the beginning of November 2015. This $5m has been successfully 

leveraged against over $25M in matching contributions.  Project examples addressing 

recreational planning include: North Fork of the Gunnison Environmental, Recreational 

& Irrigation Infrastructure Assessment; and the Upper Rio Grande Assessment.

PEPO Workgroup Workshop: The PEPO workgroup members will gather for a strategic 

planning and project implementation workshop in conjunction with the Sustaining 

Colorado Watersheds Conference in Avon, in October. The group will discuss a water 

education assessment, marketing and communications, the education and outreach 

grant fund criteria and guidelines, and other topics to implement Colorado's Water 

Plan, the Basin Implementation Plans, and the Education Action Plans. 

Alliance for Water Efficiency (AWE): CWCB partnering to host workshops on building 

better water rate structures for a more sustainable financial future - one west slope 

and one east slope workshop next spring and to invite a large number of water 

utilities.  AWE is fully funded for these workshops.

4. Voluntary flow agreement 

language, facilitation, etc

Holistic river systems: A few efforts to look at how flows can be maximized for 

multiple benefits are underway. These include recent WSRF grants for stream 

management plans and watershed health efforts. Some examples of these include the 

Arkansas River Watershed Collaborative, the Integrated water planning project in the 

Colorado Basin, and recent stream management planning groups organized in the 

Gunnison basin.

SWSI Update: Will further refine the environmental and recreational gaps within the 

basins, building on the hard work of the BIPs and previous environment and 

recreational quantification efforts. 

Water Education Assessment: Will identify the gaps, successes, opportunities, and 

challenges in water education statewide. The final product will inform the proposed 

education and outreach grant fund priorities and help develop pilot projects. Initial 

discussions with stakeholders reveal the project may unfold in phases and involve 

Colorado higher education institutions and key partners to complete the assessment 

and identify priorities for educational efforts. Western, MSU Denver, CSU, and Mesa 

have all expressed interest in working closer with the CWCB in a comprehensive 

educational program statewide.

WRF Urban Demand Roundtables: The CWCB is serving on the steering committee and 

presenting at the Water Research Foundation's Urban Demand Roundtable coming to 

Denver on September 22-23. This Roundtable brings together demand management 

experts from around the country to present on cutting edge demand management 

projects and discuss implications and application of the concepts. CWCB is funding a 

small portion of the workshops and will benefit from different perspectives and will be 

able to apply lessons learned to Colorado's Water Plan implementation. 

Decision support systems: The South Platte DSS is nearly complete and development 

of the Arkansas River DSS will begin soon. These will assist in later efforts to more 

accurately track conserved water. Additionally, WSRF grants have been used for 

studies which may assist in this sort of tracking. 

Proposed CWCB Funding Plan: Would provide an additional $5 million to the 

Watershed Restoration Program and additional funds for nonreimbursables, which 

could be used to achieve these goals. These funds will  assist in achieving this 

measurable objective as stakeholders identify and prioritize critical watersheds, and 

then implement stream management plans, watershed protection plans, and projects 

and methods. 

Colorado Foundation for Water Education: The CWCB will partner with the CFWE on 

mutual priorities already identified in the annual scope of work approved by the CWCB 

Board in May 2016, on their identified topics of emphasis this year, and how we can 

collaborate to achieve mutually identified goals with our shared networks of 

stakeholders. Collaborative meetings are ongoing.

Urban Water Innovation Network: The CWCB is on the Front Range Advisory 

Committee for UWIN. UWIN is a national science foundation funded sustainability 

research network. It is "a consortium of 16 academic institutions and key partners 

across the nation, to address challenges that threaten urban water systems. The vision 

of UWIN is to create an enduring research network for integrated water systems and 

to train/promote champions of innovation for water-sensitive urban design and 

resilient cities." This has direct connection to Colorado's Water Plan implementation in 

that this consortium should generate many research projects and partnerships that 

will have a direct bearing on issues identified in Colorado's Water Plan. The first 

meeting took place on August 2, 2016 where issues and research areas and next steps 

were identified.

Alternative Agricultural Transfers: The Board approved two ATM grants in the last year 

that total $350K for 450-750 acre-feet of ATMs. One grant is in the Arkansas Basin and 

the other is in the South Platte Basin. Other groups such as Ditch & Reservoir Company 

Alliance (DARCA), Colorado Ag Water Alliance (CAWA), Colorado Cattlemen's 

Association, and Getches-Wilkinson Center for Natural Resources, Energy, and the 

Environment , are working on these grants and other projects. This will be discussed at 

the Agricultural Viability Summit in November. 

WSRF program and Colorado Watershed Restoration Program funding: These projects 

were funded with a combination of both funding sources. The Watershed Restoration 

Grants were approved by the Board in December 2015. The WSRF grants have been 

approved over the last year. Project examples addressing Steam Management 

Planning include: North Fork of the Gunnison Environmental, Recreational & Irrigation 

Infrastructure Assessment; San Miguel River Stream Management Plan Pilot Project; 

and Steamboat Springs Yampa River Management Plan.

3. Five water challenges

Innovation community: The CWCB met with the Colorado Innovation Network (COIN) 

in July to begin conversations about projects, initiatives, and education and outreach 

efforts to engage the innovation community on water challenges and connect the two 

sectors to produce “outside the box” thinking and solutions. COIN recommended 

other groups to engage in the effort and the CWCB will pursue these meetings over the 

next few months. 

WSRF program funding: Distributed over $5M in WSRF funds from statewide and 

basin accounts since the beginning of November 2015. This $5m has been successfully 

leveraged against over $25M in matching contributions.   Project examples addressing 

conservation include: Advancing Direct Potable Reuse to Optimize Water Supplies and 

Meet Future Needs; Mancos Raw Water Improvements; and McClave Water Delivery 

Improvement Project.

Proposed CWCB Funding Plan: If approved, could provide expanded funding for the 

ATM and Ag Viability critical actions in Chapter 10. This will be a continued discussion, 

especially as the Finance Committee meets in September, and the CWCB Board, staff, 

and IBCC continue to firm up the specifics. 

Stream Management Plans: Several efforts are underway to implement stream 

management plans in the Colorado, Gunnison, and Yampa/White/Green Basins. The 

Lake Fork of the Gunnison River Enhancement Project, funded at $233,000 and 

approved by CWCB in March 2016 is one example, while the Steamboat Springs 

Yampa River Management Plan, funded at $21,000 and approved by CWCB in July 

2016 is another.

1. Colorado Resiliency 

Framework

Resiliency Office: The CWCB is partnering with the Resiliency Office to incorporate 

climate change more comprehensively into all their actions.

2. WaterSense for outdoors

Indoor fixtures bill: CWCB staff has been working with plumbing manufacturers in 

preparation for the implementation of the indoor fixtures bill from two legislative 

sessions ago. The CWCB has posted FAQ's on the CWCB website and will also post a 

link to the reporting form on the site starting Dec. 31, 2016. The regulation starts 

September 1, 2016 and the reporting of high efficiency fixtures sold in 2016 is due  by 

March 17, 2017. No bill has been introduced as of yet which would extend 

WaterSense specifications to outdoor fixtures.

Program review report: This report will include a current ATM inventory and current 

yields available from implementation of these efforts. More information will be 

provided at the November Ag Viability Summit.

4. Common metrics for 

assessing health and resiliency

Local efforts: The locally driven grassroots efforts continue to be an example of 

effective work in assessing stream health. One examples includes the in-depth 

stakeholder work to create the Crystal River.  This effort employed functional stream 

assessments to determine stream ecosystem health at different locations in the 

watershed.  Another example currently underway is a Watershed Assessment of River 

Stability and Sediment Supply for Fountain Creek.  Led by the Fountain Creek 

Watershed Flood Control and Greenway District, this effort will help prioritize stream 

reaches in need of restoration.

Governor’s Office and sister state agencies: The CWCB is collaborating with these 

agencies to incorporate climate change into broader statewide planning efforts. In 

addition, the CWCB is working to implement the Colorado Climate Plan, released fall of 

2015. The CWCB has been speaking regularly around the state on the information 

within, and the associated goals and actions. 

5. Policy initiatives for water 

quality protection, evaluating 

quality impacts from quantity 

management

CDPHE and CWCB: These two agencies will partner to achieve this objective.

Stakeholder engagement sessions:  This is a collaborative effort between the CWCB 

and other state agencies to engage stakeholders on sections of the Climate Plan. The 

CWCB held the stakeholder session for water on January 27, 2016, and other agencies 

have held their respective topic sessions: transportation, tourism, public health, and 

agriculture.

Basin Roundtable Efforts: The Basin Roundtables are working locally to meet this 

measurable objective. One example is the Arkansas Watershed Collaborative. The 

Arkansas Basin illustrates a process with a strong emphasis on pre-disaster 

preparedness through collaborative dialogues with potentially affected parties.  The 

Arkansas Basin received a WSRF grant to hire a watershed coordinator that is 

facilitating plans and implementation of projects at the sub-basin scale.

Colorado Climate Plan: Released in the fall of 2015. It includes actions to respond to, 

monitor, and prepare for climate change. The CWCB is working with stakeholders to 

integrate the Climate Plan with water planning and Colorado's Water Plan 

implementation. 

Proposed CWCB Funding Plan: Would provide an additional $5 million to the 

Watershed Restoration Program and additional funds for nonreimbursables, which 

could be used to achieve these goals. These funds will  assist in achieving this 

measurable objective as stakeholders identify and prioritize critical watersheds, and 

then implement stream management plans, watershed protection plans, and projects 

and methods. 

Proposed CWCB Funding Plan: Climate change is a key element of the statewide 

resiliency efforts that encompass watershed health initiatives. The additional funding 

in the proposed plan would fund projects that enhance resilient watersheds and 

incorporate actions in the Climate Plan.

Monitoring funding opportunities from Federal sources – The Basin Roundtables 

around the state have been emphasizing the importance of leveraging funds from 

multiple sources. An example is in the Arkansas as the watershed collaborative seeks 

funds from federal sources, hoping to become independent of the WSRF program. 

Another example on the West Slope is the agricultural producers working to utilize 

Federal sources of funding, such as the Colorado River Basin Salinity Program, or the 

Regional Conservation Partnership Program, led by the Colorado River District staff.

4. Technical reviews of local 

and regional reuse options

WSRF program: The Board approved a grant in March to evaluate barriers to reuse 

options. The grant, Advancing Direct Potable Reuse to Optimize Water Supplies and 

Meet Future Needs, was supported by 4 roundtables and over 10 water providers. It is 

being coordinated by WateReuse Colorado and the CWCB is serving as project 

manager. The CWCB will hear progress reports in 2017.

7. Prioritize and implement 

projects identified in master 

planning efforts

Basin Implementation Plans: Watershed master plans and stream management plans 

should have well defined objectives.  These objectives can be achieved by identifying 

and prioritizing projects, which occurred in the CWP, BIPs, and local planning efforts 

that serve as a resource to guide the prioritization while drafting the plans.  Project 

implementation strategies should contemplate adaptive management.

5. Evaluate regulations to 

foster reuse

WSRF program funding: Distributed over $5M in WSRF funds from statewide and 

basin accounts since the beginning of November 2015. This $5m has been successfully 

leveraged against over $25M in matching contributions.  Project examples addressing 

evaluating regulations to foster reuse include the study Advancing Direct Potable 

Reuse to Optimize Water Supplies and Meet Future Needs, which was awarded in 

March 2016 to WateReuse Colorado for $188,955.

Education, 

Outreach, and 

Innovation

Funding

Additional Critical 

Goals and Actions

Watershed health, 

environment, and 

recreation

Supply-Demand 

Gap

Land Use

Conservation

6. Expanded grant funding for 

ATM, agriculture viability

1. Integrated water resource 

planning as criteria for state 

support and financial 

assistance

Agriculture
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3. Creating resilient 

watersheds to protect, 

restore, enhance water 

quality in the face of climate 

change

2. Evaluate and incorporation 

of effects of climate change 

on projects that address water 

supply gaps

3. Grants/loans for aging 

infrastructure

5. Administrative means for 

tracking conserved water

1. Supporting BRT’s in 

implementation

2. Colorado River 

Collaborative Management

2. A plan that complies and 

develops near term projects 

and methods to support 

recreation

3. LEAN events

1. Collaborative approaches to 

prevent ESA listings – financial 

and technical assistance to 

implementation

2. Prioritize grants and loans 

by CWP and BIP goals

1. Land Use Trainings

2. Encouragement of ditch-

wide and regional planning

1. Education and Assistance 

program for farmers/ranchers

3. Stream management plans

1. Education and Outreach 

grant program

3. Financial incentives to 

support multipurpose, 

regional projects

6. Technical and financial 

support for watershed master 

plans

2. Water Education 

Assessment




