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Major Basin Summary 
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Median WY2002 WY2011 WY2015 WY2016 Maximum Mininum Averages

Current as Pct of Normal: 102%
Current as Pct of Avg: 98%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 161%
Current as Pct of Peak: 98%
Normal as Pct of Peak: 96%
Current Peak as Pct of Normal Peak: 102%
Current Peak Date: Apr 03
Normal Peak Date: Apr 10

Yampa, White & North Platte River Basins High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Apr 18, 2016
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Yampa & White River Basins High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Apr 18, 2016
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Current as Pct of Average: 96%
Current as Pct of Median: 98%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 128%
Current as Pct of Average Annnual Total: 65%
Average as Pct of Average Annual Total: 68%
Pct of Avg Needed to Reach Avg Annual Total: 108%

Yampa & White River Basins High/Low Year-to-Date Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Apr 18, 2016
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Median WY2002 WY2011 WY2015 WY2016 Maximum Mininum Averages

Current as Pct of Normal: 105%
Current as Pct of Avg: 100%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 158%
Current as Pct of Peak: 100%
Normal as Pct of Peak: 95%
Current Peak as Pct of Normal Peak: 104%
Current Peak Date: Apr 03
Normal Peak Date: Apr 10

Upper Colorado River Basin High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Apr 18, 2016
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Upper Colorado River Basin High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Apr 18, 2016
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Current as Pct of Average: 99%
Current as Pct of Median: 102%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 119%
Current as Pct of Average Annnual Total: 61%
Average as Pct of Average Annual Total: 62%
Pct of Avg Needed to Reach Avg Annual Total: 102%

Upper Colorado River Basin High/Low Year-to-Date Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Apr 18, 2016
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COLORADO RIVER BASIN
Reservoir Storage

Departure from Average



Major Basin Summary 
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Median WY2002 WY2011 WY2015 WY2016 Maximum Mininum Averages

Current as Pct of Normal: 110%
Current as Pct of Avg: 108%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 116%
Current as Pct of Peak: 105%
Normal as Pct of Peak: 96%
Pct of Normal Needed to Reach Peak: Current 
SWE Equals or Exceeds Avg Peak
Normal Peak Date: Apr 26

South Platte River Basin High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Apr 18, 2016
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South Platte River Basin High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Apr 18, 2016
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Current as Pct of Average: 112%
Current as Pct of Median: 113%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 109%
Current as Pct of Average Annnual Total: 64%
Average as Pct of Average Annual Total: 57%
Pct of Avg Needed to Reach Avg Annual Total: 85%

South Platte River Basin High/Low Year-to-Date Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Apr 18, 2016
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SOUTH PLATTE RIVER BASIN 
Reservoir Storage

Departure from Average



Major Basin Summary 
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Median WY2002 WY2011 WY2015 WY2016 Maximum Mininum Averages

Current as Pct of Normal: 85%
Current as Pct of Avg: 81%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 166%
Current as Pct of Peak: 80%
Normal as Pct of Peak: 94%
Current Peak as Pct of Normal Peak: 93%
Current Peak Date: Apr 03
Normal Peak Date: Apr 06

Gunnison River Basin High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Apr 18, 2016
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Gunnison River Basin High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Apr 18, 2016
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Current as Pct of Average: 93%
Current as Pct of Median: 95%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 130%
Current as Pct of Average Annnual Total: 59%
Average as Pct of Average Annual Total: 64%
Pct of Avg Needed to Reach Avg Annual Total: 113%

Gunnison River Basin High/Low Year-to-Date Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Apr 18, 2016
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GUNNISON RIVER BASIN
Reservoir Storage

Departure from Average



Major Basin Summary 
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Median WY2002 WY1997 WY2015 WY2016 Maximum Mininum Averages

Current as Pct of Normal: 78%
Current as Pct of Avg: 75%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 211%
Current as Pct of Peak: 71%
Normal as Pct of Peak: 92%
Current Peak as Pct of Normal Peak: 83%
Current Peak Date: Apr 02
Normal Peak Date: Apr 06

San Miguel, Dolores, Animas and San Juan River Basins High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Apr 18, 2016
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San Miguel, Dolores, Animas & San Juan River Basins
High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
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Current as Pct of Average: 95%
Current as Pct of Median: 97%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 148%
Current as Pct of Average Annnual Total: 60%
Average as Pct of Average Annual Total: 63%
Pct of Avg Needed to Reach Avg Annual Total: 108%

San Miguel, Dolores, Animas & San Juan River Basins
High/Low Year-to-Date Precipitation Summary

Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Apr 18, 2016
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SAN MIGUEL, DOLORES, ANIMAS AND SAN JUAN RIVER BASINS 
Reservoir Storage

Departure from Average



Major Basin Summary 
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Median WY2002 WY1997 WY2015 WY2016 Maximum Mininum Averages

Current as Pct of Normal: 77%
Current as Pct of Avg: 78%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 209%
Current as Pct of Peak: 74%
Normal as Pct of Peak: 97%
Current Peak as Pct of Normal Peak: 87%
Current Peak Date: Apr 02
Normal Peak Date: Apr 10

Upper Rio Grande Basin High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Apr 18, 2016
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Upper Rio Grande Basin High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Apr 18, 2016
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Current as Pct of Average: 87%
Current as Pct of Median: 86%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 127%
Current as Pct of Average Annnual Total: 53%
Average as Pct of Average Annual Total: 61%
Pct of Avg Needed to Reach Avg Annual Total: 121%

Upper Rio Grande Basin High/Low Year-to-Date Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Apr 18, 2016
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UPPER RIO GRANDE BASIN
Reservoir Storage

Departure from Average



Major Basin Summary 
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Median WY2002 WY1997 WY2015 WY2016 Maximum Mininum Averages

Current as Pct of Normal: 94%
Current as Pct of Avg: 92%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 126%
Current as Pct of Peak: 92%
Normal as Pct of Peak: 98%
Current Peak as Pct of Normal Peak: 92%
Current Peak Date: Apr 18
Normal Peak Date: Apr 11

Arkansas River Basin High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Apr 18, 2016





0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

Average WY2016 WY2015 WY1997 WY2002

Pr
ec

ip
ita

tio
n 

(In
ch

es
)

Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep

Arkansas River Basin High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Apr 18, 2016
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Current as Pct of Average: 94%
Current as Pct of Median: 94%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 103%
Current as Pct of Average Annnual Total: 51%
Average as Pct of Average Annual Total: 54%
Pct of Avg Needed to Reach Avg Annual Total: 107%

Arkansas River Basin High/Low Year-to-Date Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Apr 18, 2016
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ARKANSAS RIVER BASIN
Reservoir Storage

Departure from Average



Colorado Statewide Summary 











0.0

5.0

10.0

15.0

20.0

25.0

30.0

Oct 01 Nov 01 Dec 01 Jan 01 Feb 01 Mar 01 Apr 01 May 01 Jun 01 Jul 01 Aug 01 Sep 01

Sn
ow

 W
at

er
 E

qu
iv

al
en

t 
(in

ch
es

)

Median WY2002 WY2011 WY2015 WY2016 Maximum Mininum Averages

Current as Pct of Normal: 95%
Current as Pct of Avg: 92%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 163%
Current as Pct of Peak: 91%
Normal as Pct of Peak: 95%
Current Peak as Pct of Normal Peak: 97%
Current Peak Date: Apr 03
Normal Peak Date: Apr 09

Colorado Statewide High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Apr 18, 2016
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Colorado Statewide High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Apr 18, 2016
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Current as Pct of Average: 98%
Current as Pct of Median: 100%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 123%
Current as Pct of Average Annnual Total: 60%
Average as Pct of Average Annual Total: 61%
Pct of Avg Needed to Reach Avg Annual Total: 103%

Colorado Statewide High/Low Year-to-Date Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Apr 18, 2016
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COLORADO STATEWIDE 
Reservoir Storage

Departure from Average





•Snowpack statewide is now near normal 
•March precipitation was well below average in southern 
Colorado and well above average in Central and North 
•Statewide we have remained at near normal WY precip 
•Along with the precipitation patterns streamflow forecasts 
dropped in the south and rose in the north 
•Reservoirs statewide remain in relatively good standing at 
111% of normal, similar to last month 
•SWSIs are becoming more widely dispersed but don’t 
vary greatly; general near to slightly below normal across 
the state 
 

Summary 



 
Water Availability Task Force Meeting 

April 18th, 2016 
 
 
 

NRCS Snow Survey and Water Supply Forecasting 
Program 

 
 

Karl Wetlaufer 
 Hydrologist 
720-544-2853 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/co/snow/ 
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