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Outline 

• Overview of Colorado Flood Threat Bulletin (FTB) 

• 2015 season statistics 

• Improvements for 2016 

 



Colorado Flood Threat Bulletin 

2015 Updates: 
 New website 
 “Event-based” FTO 
 High-res guidance 

Flood Threat 
Bulletin 

Flood Threat 
Outlook 

24-hour detailed 
forecast 

15-day long-range 
forecast 

Storm Total 
Precipitation 

Recap of hydromet 
over past 24 hours 

www.coloradofloodthreat.com 
 



Flood Threat Bulletin 

Chance of Precip Prime Time Discussion 

>90% 11AM – 1AM 
HIGH flash flood threat: High antecedent rainfall along 
with 2-3 inches of additional rainfall will cause 
widespread street and stream flooding. 

Forecast for May 9, 2015 • Specifies: 
• Location 
• Timing 
• Intensity 
• Confidence 

• Includes: 
• Riverine flooding 
• Flash flooding  
 (esp. urban) 
• Snow-melt 
• Drought 

• Tools: 
• Processed high-res 

model guidance 
• Hydromet 

experience 



Social Media 
@COFloodUpdates 



Website Usage 

759 Twitter followers (up ~100 from last year) 
 Of note: CO Emergency Mgmt., Red Cross Denver, CASFM, 3 news stations 

5,068 site visits Jun 1 – Sep 1 

15% increase in website new users 

 

 



Outline 

Recap of 2015 
 



2015: Another active season! 
Interesting Statistics 

 
Days with 1”+:   
109/153 (71%) 

Days with 2”+:   
45/153 (29%) 

Top 5 daily rainfalls: 
 1. 7.29 inches 
 2. 6.51 
 3. 5.69 
 4. 4.76 
 5. 4.74 
Highest daily area > 1”: 

15,224 sq. mi. (~15% of state) 
on May 18th 

 
Days with a flood threat: 

85/153 (56%) 

May 1 – Sep 31 



How did we do? 

DRY DAY FLOOD DAY 

DRY 32% 10% 

FLOOD 12% 45% 

OBSERVED 
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32% + 45% = 77% 
 2014: 76% 

“Hit” rate 

Flood Day forecasted AND observed 

Dry Day forecasted AND observed 
Dry Day forecasted, Flood Day Observed 

Flood Day forecasted, Dry Day Observed 



2015 Flood-Related Reports (May 1 – Sep 30) 



Verification 

79% 



Improvements for 2016 
QPF Viewer 

http://www.coloradofloodthreat.com/?page_id=2170
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