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Major Basin Summary
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Median WY2002 WY2011 WY2015 WY2016 Maximum Mininum Averages

Current as Pct of Normal: 100%
Current as Pct of Avg: 97%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 124%
Current as Pct of Peak: 71%
Normal as Pct of Peak: 71%
Pct of Normal Needed to Reach Peak: 99%
Normal Peak Date: Apr 10

Yampa, White & North Platte River Basins High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Feb 16, 2016





0

10

20

30

40

50

60

Average WY2016 WY2015 WY2011 WY2002

P
re

ci
p

it
at

io
n

 (I
n

ch
e

s)

Oct No v Dec Jan Feb Ma r Apr Ma y Jun Jul Aug Sep

Yampa & White River Basins High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Feb 16, 2016
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Current as Pct of Average: 94%
Current as Pct of Median: 96%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 118%
Current as Pct of Average Annnual Total: 44%
Average as Pct of Average Annual Total: 47%
Pct of Avg Needed to Reach Avg Annual Total: 105%

Yampa & White River Basins High/Low Year-to-Date Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Feb 16, 2016
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Major Basin Summary
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Median WY2002 WY2011 WY2015 WY2016 Maximum Mininum Averages

Current as Pct of Normal: 109%
Current as Pct of Avg: 103%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 120%
Current as Pct of Peak: 75%
Normal as Pct of Peak: 69%
Pct of Normal Needed to Reach Peak: 80%
Normal Peak Date: Apr 10

Upper Colorado River Basin High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Feb 16, 2016
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Upper Colorado River Basin High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Feb 16, 2016
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Current as Pct of Average: 103%
Current as Pct of Median: 109%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 117%
Current as Pct of Average Annnual Total: 42%
Average as Pct of Average Annual Total: 41%
Pct of Avg Needed to Reach Avg Annual Total: 98%

Upper Colorado River Basin High/Low Year-to-Date Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Feb 16, 2016
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COLORADO RIVER BASIN
Reservoir Storage

Departure from Average



Major Basin Summary
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Median WY2002 WY2011 WY2015 WY2016 Maximum Mininum Averages

Current as Pct of Normal: 113%
Current as Pct of Avg: 109%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 113%
Current as Pct of Peak: 70%
Normal as Pct of Peak: 61%
Pct of Normal Needed to Reach Peak: 79%
Normal Peak Date: Apr 26

South Platte River Basin High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Feb 16, 2016
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South Platte River Basin High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Feb 16, 2016
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Current as Pct of Average: 110%
Current as Pct of Median: 115%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 108%
Current as Pct of Average Annnual Total: 40%
Average as Pct of Average Annual Total: 36%
Pct of Avg Needed to Reach Avg Annual Total: 94%

South Platte River Basin High/Low Year-to-Date Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Feb 16, 2016
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Major Basin Summary
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Median WY2002 WY2011 WY2015 WY2016 Maximum Mininum Averages

Current as Pct of Normal: 107%
Current as Pct of Avg: 101%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 145%
Current as Pct of Peak: 73%
Normal as Pct of Peak: 69%
Pct of Normal Needed to Reach Peak: 85%
Normal Peak Date: Apr 06

Gunnison River Basin High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Feb 16, 2016
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Gunnison River Basin High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Feb 16, 2016
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Current as Pct of Average: 106%
Current as Pct of Median: 110%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 147%
Current as Pct of Average Annnual Total: 45%
Average as Pct of Average Annual Total: 42%
Pct of Avg Needed to Reach Avg Annual Total: 95%

Gunnison River Basin High/Low Year-to-Date Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Feb 16, 2016
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Major Basin Summary
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Median WY2002 WY1997 WY2015 WY2016 Maximum Mininum Averages

Current as Pct of Normal: 114%
Current as Pct of Avg: 107%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 199%
Current as Pct of Peak: 80%
Normal as Pct of Peak: 71%
Pct of Normal Needed to Reach Peak: 67%
Normal Peak Date: Apr 06

San Miguel, Dolores, Animas and San Juan River Basins High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Feb 16, 2016
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San Miguel, Dolores, Animas & San Juan River Basins
High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
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Current as Pct of Average: 121%
Current as Pct of Median: 120%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 195%
Current as Pct of Average Annnual Total: 51%
Average as Pct of Average Annual Total: 42%
Pct of Avg Needed to Reach Avg Annual Total: 84%

San Miguel, Dolores, Animas & San Juan River Basins
High/Low Year-to-Date Precipitation Summary

Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Feb 16, 2016
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Major Basin Summary
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Median WY2002 WY1997 WY2015 WY2016 Maximum Mininum Averages

Current as Pct of Normal: 107%
Current as Pct of Avg: 107%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 177%
Current as Pct of Peak: 80%
Normal as Pct of Peak: 75%
Pct of Normal Needed to Reach Peak: 79%
Normal Peak Date: Apr 10

Upper Rio Grande Basin High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Feb 17, 2016
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Upper Rio Grande Basin High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Feb 16, 2016
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Current as Pct of Average: 101%
Current as Pct of Median: 100%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 165%
Current as Pct of Average Annnual Total: 41%
Average as Pct of Average Annual Total: 40%
Pct of Avg Needed to Reach Avg Annual Total: 100%

Upper Rio Grande Basin High/Low Year-to-Date Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Feb 17, 2016
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Major Basin Summary





0

5

10

15

20

25

Oct 01 Nov 01 Dec 01 Jan 01 Feb 01 Mar 01 Apr 01 May 01 Jun 01 Jul 01 Aug 01 Sep 01

S
n

o
w

 W
a
te

r 
E

q
u

iv
a
le

n
t 

(i
n

c
h

e
s
)

Median WY2002 WY1997 WY2015 WY2016 Maximum Mininum Averages

Current as Pct of Normal: 106%
Current as Pct of Avg: 104%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 119%
Current as Pct of Peak: 73%
Normal as Pct of Peak: 68%
Pct of Normal Needed to Reach Peak: 87%
Normal Peak Date: Apr 11

Arkansas River Basin High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Feb 17, 2016
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Arkansas River Basin High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Feb 16, 2016
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Current as Pct of Average: 101%
Current as Pct of Median: 101%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 108%
Current as Pct of Average Annnual Total: 34%
Average as Pct of Average Annual Total: 33%
Pct of Avg Needed to Reach Avg Annual Total: 100%

Arkansas River Basin High/Low Year-to-Date Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Feb 17, 2016
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Colorado Statewide Summary
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Median WY2002 WY2011 WY2015 WY2016 Maximum Mininum Averages

Current as Pct of Normal: 107%
Current as Pct of Avg: 102%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 137%
Current as Pct of Peak: 75%
Normal as Pct of Peak: 70%
Pct of Normal Needed to Reach Peak: 84%
Normal Peak Date: Apr 09

Colorado Statewide High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Feb 16, 2016
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Colorado Year-to-Date Precipitation Summary for WY2016
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service

January 1 Statewide YTD Precipitation:

113% of Average, up from 106% on Dec 1
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Colorado Statewide High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Feb 16, 2016
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Current as Pct of Average: 106%
Current as Pct of Median: 109%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 131%
Current as Pct of Average Annnual Total: 43%
Average as Pct of Average Annual Total: 40%
Pct of Avg Needed to Reach Avg Annual Total: 96%

Colorado Statewide High/Low Year-to-Date Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Feb 16, 2016
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COLORADO STATEWIDE 
Reservoir Storage
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•Snowpack remains at above normal levels 

statewide

•Below normal February-to-date precipitation 

statewide but most prevalent in southern CO

•The majority of CO rivers and streams were 

forecast to have near to above normal 

streamflow volumes as of February 1st

•Reservoirs statewide remain in relatively 

good standing at 110% of normal, same as last 

month

•SWSIs follow the general convention of 

being close to normal in the northern half of 

the state and above normal in the southern, 

same as last month

Summary



Water Availability Task Force Meeting

February 17th, 2016

NRCS Snow Survey and Water Supply Forecasting 

Program

Karl Wetlaufer

Hydrologist

720-544-2853

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/co/snow/


