
 
Scope of Work 

GRANTEE and FISCAL AGENT: Weld County Weed Division 
 
PRIMARY CONTACT: Tina Booton, tbooton@co.weld.co.us 
 
ADDRESS: PO Box 758; Greeley, CO 80632 
 
PHONE: 970-304-6496 ext. 3770 
 
PROJECT NAME: Tamarisk and Russian Olive Tree Eradication on the St. Vrain River in Weld 
County 

    
GRANT AMOUNT: $54,000 
 
INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND: This Russian olive and tamarisk tree removal project is 
a continuation of the work that has been done in Boulder County. The combined effort enhances 
the St. Vrain River Watershed, which is a tributary to the South Platte River and part of the 
overall watershed. By removing the Russian olive and tamarisk trees, native vegetation or at 
least a higher quality of vegetation, can establish creating improved wildlife habitat, better water 
quality, and access to the river’s banks for recreation.  
 
Work began on this stretch of the St. Vrain River in 2003 and 2004 with a grant from the 
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation. This grant aided in some Russian olive and tamarisk 
eradication; however, most of the work focused on removing other terrestrial noxious weeds and 
reseeding with native grass species. This continuation of effort will support the work that was 
begun and continue to improve the overall value of the watershed.  
 
OBJECTIVES: 

1. Removal of the Russian olive and tamarisk trees from the properties that border the St. 
Vrain River within Weld County’s thirteen-mile stretch. 

2. Mapping of the St. Vrain River in the project area to provide a complete picture as to the 
vegetation and other stabilization materials on the shoreline of the river.  

3. Establish native vegetation on any of the sites that need help in recovering from the 
infestations once removed. 

4. Create educational posters and brochures to distribute to local landowners and 
businesses in the project area. 

5. Speak at five homeowner’s association meetings and other civic organizations about the 
Russian olive and tamarisk tree project along with all noxious weeds.  

6. Have a booth present at the local farmers’ markets at least three times throughout the 
project duration.  

 
TASK 1: Russian Olive and Tamarisk Tree Removal 
 
Description: Using the Weld County Youth Conservation Corps Russian olive and tamarisk trees 
will be cut down, the stumps treated with a chemical, and the cut material chipped. The Weld 
County Weed Division will supply the chemical for the project. The chipped material will be left 
on-site for the landowner’s use or removed as requested by the landowner.   
 
Method/Procedure: The trees will be cut down with chainsaws. All material will be chipped on-
site. The chips will be left in a pile for the landowner to utilize, distributed in a thin layer to 
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decompose on site or removed based on the landowners’ needs. The chemical used in the cut 
stump treatments will be labeled for aquatic sites, and will be Habitat, Garlon 3A, or Rodeo. The 
proper timing and rates will be utilized.  
 
The City of Longmont and St. Vrain State Park will survey their lands and remove any Russian 
olive and tamarisk trees that are found during this project. These entities will utilize the cut-
stump treatment method as well.   
 
Deliverable: All of this work will take place from June 15, 2014 through February 15, 2015.  
 
TASK 2: Mapping the St. Vrain River 
 
Description: The Dawson School Canoe and Kayak Team, along with the Weld County Weed 
Division and Boulder County NRCS, will float the St. Vrain River to map the invasive species 
that are within the flood plain of the river. The mapping will focus on Russian olive and tamarisk 
trees, as well as any other List A and Watch List species that are migrating into Weld County.  
 
Method/Procedure: Kayaks and canoes will be used to float the river and map the species 
readily along the shoreline and on any islands using a variety of GPS equipment. The main 
parcels will be mapped from land as we work with each landowner before the Weld County 
Youth Corp remove the trees. These points will be put into a map that will be included with the 
final report.  
 
Deliverable: All of this work will take place from June 1, 2014 through August 15, 2014.  
 
TASK 3: Establish Native Vegetation 
 
Description: The Friends of St. Vrain State Park, the Longmont Conservation District, and the 
Boulder County NRCS will help in determining which sites need assistance with revegetation of 
native plant materials to limit erosion and offer competition against other noxious weeds. The 
materials to be used include tree seedlings of cottonwood, willow, service berry and other native 
shrubs, along with a native grass mix for the area.  

Method/Procedure: Passive re-vegetation will be used if there is at least 60% ground cover by 

grasses and other native forbs after the Russian olive and tamarisk trees have been removed. 

 If there is less than 60% ground cover from grasses and native forbs, then active re-vegetation 

will be conducted. This will include planting grasses, forbs, shrubs and trees. The species 

selected will be species that are historically native to the site. Both passive and active re-

vegetation sites will be closely monitored throughout the project and during the monitoring 

period. If the condition of the passive re-vegetation sites deteriorates, then they will be actively 

re-vegetated. The active re-vegetative sites will be followed to verify that establishment is 

achieved within the project and monitoring period. The re-seeding method utilized will be 

broadcast seeding with raking to incorporate the seed in to the soil. Volunteers will be utilized to 

accomplish this component. If the landowner has a seed drill that technique will be utilized to re-

seed the site. 

Due to the September flood of 2013, river banks will be closely monitored. Where raw shore line 

has been exposed we will work closely with the landowners to determine the best stabilization 



plan. Where grasses, forbs, shrubs and trees are appropriate we will provide this assistance 

under the grant project, even if no Russian olive and tamarisk trees are removed in this area. 

Besides planting grasses, forbs, shrubs and trees; wattles will be used at the foot of the slope to 

slow the natural erosion from the river. These wattles will be made from healthy stands of 

willows still in the flood plain of the St. Vrain River. If the landowners choose to install hard 

erosion control, such as rip-rap, the site will be evaluated to determine if vegetation above the 

rip-rap is needed. Assistance with planting the vegetation above the rip-rap will be provided 

under this grant project.  

Deliverable: All of this work will take place from June 1, 2014 through March 15, 2015.  
 
 
TASK 4: Create Educational Posters and Brochures 
 
Description: Confluent Design, along with the Weld County seasonal employee will design the 
content and layout of these items. The Longmont Conservation District and Weld County Weed 
Division will share the cost of printing. Volunteers will help distribute the posters and brochures.    
 
Method/Procedure: Confluent Design will be utilized to create the layout for the posters and 
brochures using content provided by Weld County Weed Division. In addition an article will be 
placed in the Longmont Conservation District newsletter with updates posted on the Weld 
County face book page throughout the project. Volunteers will be used to hang the posters while 
staff and volunteers distribute the brochures.  
 
The newsletter will be mailed to 680 addresses and posted on the website. The website 
averages 25 hits per month. A portion of the expense for the newsletter postage equal to that of 
mailing a letter to these addresses is covered in the grant. (This allows more funds to be utilized 
in the re-vegetation process.)  
 
Deliverable: All of this work will take place from April 15, 2014 through November 15, 2014.  
 
 
TASK 5: Speaking at Various Groups 
 
Description: The Weld County Weed Division Supervisor will seek out at least five speaking 
opportunities to promote the project and raise awareness of the impact of invasive species, 
especially the Russian olive and tamarisk trees.     
 
Method/Procedure: Tina Booton, Weld County Weed Division Supervisor, will speak at least five 
times to groups in the St. Vrain River drainage about the importance of this project. Proposed 
groups include Future Farmers of America, Homeowners Associations, Boy Scout and Girl 
Scout troops, and local schools. 
 
Deliverable: All of this work will take place from April 1, 2014 through February 15, 2015. 
 
 
TASK 6: Booth at Local Farmers’ Markets 
 



Description: An educational booth manned by the Weld County Master Gardeners will be at 
local farmers’ markets at least three times during the length of the project. Booth volunteers will 
promote the project, distribute brochures, answer questions, and pass on information they 
receive about the location of other noxious weeds to the Weld County Weed Division.    
 
Method/Procedure: Weld County Master Gardeners will host an educational booth at least three 
times at local farmers’ markets during the project to answer questions and promote the project. 
The Weld County seasonal staff member will provide content for these booths as well as assist 
at the booth.  
 
Deliverable: All of this work will take place from May 1, 2014 through October 31, 2014. 
 
 
Reporting and Final Deliverable 
Reporting: The Weld County Weed Division will submit a report every six months from the start 
of the contract. The report will detail all work conducted during the timeframe and if any 
problems have occurred. After the completion of the project and the final report, yearly reports 
will be supplied for the following five years during the maintenance/monitoring phase of the 
project.  
 
Final Deliverable: At the completion of the grant project, the Weld County Weed Division will 
submit a final report, including pictures and educational materials created during the project, to 
document the project and what was accomplished.  
 










