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Project Name:  Chico Basin Riparian Restoration 

 

Award Amount: $8,306 

 

Background 

The 87,000 acre Chico Basin Ranch spans El Paso and Pueblo counties, approximately 40 miles SE of 

Colorado Springs in the Chico Creek watershed. This property is owned by the State Land Board and is 

leased (25 year lease to expire in 2024) to Duke and Janet Phillips. The Chico Basin Ranch is dedicated to 

the enhancement and preservation of the natural world and the western heritage. Its mission is to create a 

working ranching model that views the ranch as an ecological resource base.  
 

A diverse partnership of non-profit organizations (Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory and Wildlands 

Restoration Volunteers) and government agencies (Natural Resources Conservation service, Colorado 

Division of Wildlife, Colorado Land Board) is working to improve native habitat on the Chico Basin Ranch. 

Already, Russian olive has been removed on over fifty acres in the Vega area on Chico Creek, and Wildlands 

Restoration Volunteers worked with the partnership in 2012 and 2013 to replant native riparian communities 

in treated areas. In 2014, using data from past monitoring of riparian restoration sites at the ranch, we will 

continue working with project partners to plan and implement a riparian restoration project in areas that are 

fenced to reduce the impact of livestock grazing. Additionally, we will continue monitoring past restoration 

sites to inform future restoration activities. 

 

Project Objectives (2014) 

The objectives of this project are to (a) Treat areas infested with Russian olive (funded by partners and 

already underway); (b) Maintain and expand current and future fenced riparian areas (funded by partners); 

and (c) plan and implement revegetation treatments to restore the riparian woody component of fenced areas 

on approximately 2,500 linear feet of creek side banks and associated floodplains on the Chico Basin Ranch. 

A high priority will be areas of the Vega property that were restored prior to WRV’s involvement, and some 

sites on the Vega that were treated by WRV, where monitoring has indicated a more successful plant palate 

and revegetation treatment techniques. 

 

Project Tasks and Deliverables (2014) 

 

TASK 1: Fencing 

Not funded by CWCB. 

 



TASK 2: Technical Design and Project Management 

Description of Task 

Develop a riparian restoration technical plan that will be coordinated with fencing and weed treatment on the 

Vega Property and/or nearby properties on the Chico Basin Ranch. Facilitate meetings with partners, conduct 

site visits, and finalize logistical and fiscal plan to successfully carry out project. 

 

Method/Procedure 

The plan will call for approximately 2,500 linear feet of riparian restoration work and will include field 

design, baseline monitoring, and development of site maps and technical notes and showing hydrologically-

appropriate planting zones by species. We expect to install over 1,000 plants and associated weed barriers. 

 

Deliverable 

A set of technical notes for the restoration sites, including baseline photos, and the completion of one 

riparian restoration project in the spring of 2014. 

 

TASK 3: Volunteer Project 

Description of Task 

Recruit, train, and manage volunteers for two projects.  One project will harvest native willow and 

cottonwood materials from local stands on adjacent properties.  The second project will install these 

materials along with purchased native container and bare root stock. 

 

Methodology/Procedure 

Using WRV’s extensive database of volunteers, and a network of local partners, we will send a volunteer 

recruitment e-mail to volunteers and partners, and manage an on-line event registration page and database to 

track volunteer sign-ups, including Crew Leader, Technical Advisor, Cook, and other volunteer leader needs.  

 

Deliverable 

In total, we estimate that over 30 volunteers will be engaged over three days, including Crew Leaders, 

Cooks, Technical Advisors, Tool Manager, etc. Food and tools will be provided, as well as camping and 

camp amenities. 

 

TASK 4: Monitoring 

Description of Task 

Conduct baseline monitoring for 2014 sites and evaluation monitoring of 2013 restoration sites. 

 

Methodolgy/Procedure 

WRV uses a standard evaluation monitoring sheet to track survivorship by species, vigor, plant phenology, 

and other field variables that indicate the reason for survivorship or death of a transplant or cutting.  This 

monitoring is done on at least half of the 200-foot restoration stations delineated for each project site.  

 

Deliverable 

A monitoring report to be submitted to CWCB as part of the year end report.  

 

 

 

 

 

 














