Town Of La Jara
221 Broadway, La Jara, Colorado 81140
(719) 274- 5363 ~ Fax (719) 274- 5986

Todd Doherty, Program Manger
Colorado Water Conservation Board
1580 Logan Street, Suite 200
Denver, Colorado 80203
May 9, 2013

Dear Mr. Doherty;

The Town of La Jara strongly supports the Conejos Water Conservancy District
(CWCD) request for an Alternative Agricultural Water Transfer Method (ATM) grant for a
Feasibility Analysis regarding the Trujillo Meadows project. The Trujillo Meadows
proposed project was initiated by the CWCD in an effort to explore a cooperative
alternative agricultural transfer method by increased storage capacity at Truijillo
Meadows Reservoir. This ATM project is designed to increase water availability for
agricultural, environmental and municipal water needs. The ATM grant proposed is a
valuable, first step to ensuring that the multiple water benefits proposed in the Trujillo
Meadows project as well as in meeting the potential augmentation needs of many towns
in Conejos county created by well depletions and the creation of sub-district rules in the
San Luis Valley.

Our town relies entirely on groundwater pumping for their water supply. The Division of
Water Resources is in the process of developing rules and regulations for the Rio
Grande Basin, which will require our town to replace approximately fifteen to eighteen
percent of our pumping (augmentation water). To meet this replacement requirement,
the town will look to local agricultural water resources as there is not water available for
appropriation under a new water right. Due to limited surface water supplies in the
basin, these towns will have no choice but to directly dry-up irrigated land by purchasing
agricultural water rights or indirectly dry up agriculture by competing for Platoro
Reservoir project water currently used to irrigate agricultural lands. Acquisition of
transbasin augmentation water diverted into the upper Rio Grande upstream of Creede
is unlikely due to the completion and high transit losses incurred in transporting these
augmentation supplies to the points of depletion from the municipal pumping.

The Trujillo Meadows Project is designed to examine alternative means to meet the
augmentation requirements of the towns while improving, rather than reducing
agricultural supplies and potentially providing opportunities for environmental



enhancement. The Town supports this ATM Grant proposal for these reasons and as a
good, first step to further our discussions with the CWCD in developing an alternative
transfer method to meet the future municipal augmentation requirements. We urge
approval of this grant proposal at your May meeting.
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Dennis Koenig
Town Manager



COLORADO PARKS & WILDLIFE

415 Turner Drive » Durango, Colorado 81303
(970) 375-6702 + (970) 375-6705
wildlife.state.co.us ¢ parks.state.co.us

Mr. Todd Doherty

Colorado Water Conservation Board
1580 Logan Street, Suite 200
Denver, Colorado 80203

May 2, 2013
Dear Mr. Doherty:

Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW) understands that the Conejos Water Conservancy
District (CWCD) is submitting an application for an Alternative Agricultural Water
Transfer Method (ATM) grant to fund a Feasibility Analysis regarding CWCD’s
proposed Trujillo Meadows project. Upon review of the grant application, CPW agrees
that the feasibility analysis is needed to further explore a cooperative ATM. By
increasing the storage capacity of the Trujillo Meadows Reservoir, this ATM may have
the potential to increase water availability for agricultural, environmental and municipal
water needs. CWCD approached CPW regarding their proposed analysis in part because
CPW owns and operates Trujillo Meadows Reservoir which is situated on U. S. Forest
Service lands.

The Trujillo Meadows Project may be an opportunity for a public-private partnership
between CWCD, CPW and the municipal entities associated with this grant proposal.
Among other things, the Project will evaluate possible alternatives for meeting the well
augmentation needs of the Manassa, Romeo, Sanford, Conejos, Antonito, Ortiz and San
Antonio areas.

Providing a means to keep agricultural water on productive agricultural lands could be a
positive outcome for wildlife and natural resources, as well as the local economy. CPW
supports the CWCD ATM Grant proposal for a Feasibility Analysis as an exploratory
step to further our discussions with the CWCD and other potential partners and
beneficiaries of the Project.

Sincerely,
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Pat;i‘cia D. Dorsey
Southwest Region Manager

XC: Cables, Bishop, Basagoitia

STATE OF COLORADO
John W. Hickenlooper, Governor « Mike King, Executive Director, Department of Natural Resources
Rick D. Cables, Director, Colorado Parks and Wildlife
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TOWN OF MANASSA
401 Main Street

P.O. Box 130

Manassa, CO 81141

HOME OF JACK DEMPSEY

Todd Doherty, Program Manger
Colorado Water Conservation Board
1580 Logan Street, Suite 200
Denver, Colorado 80203
May 3, 2013

Dear Mr. Doherty;

The Town of Manassa strongly supports the Conejos Water Conservancy District (CWCD) request for an
Alternative Agricultural Water Transfer Method (ATM) grant for a Feasibility Analysis regarding the
Trujillo Meadows project. The Trujillo Meadows proposed project was initiated by the CWCD in an
effort to explore a cooperative alternative agricultural transfer method by increased storage capacity at
Trujillo Meadows Reservoir. This ATM project is designed to increase water availability for agricultural,
environmental and municipal water needs. The ATM grant proposed is a valuable, first step to ensuring
that the multiple water benefits proposed in the Trujillo Meadows project as well as in meeting the
potential augmentation needs of many towns in Conejos county created by well depletions and the
creation of sub-district rules in the San Luis Valley.

Our town relies entirely on groundwater pumping for their water supply. The Division of Water
Resources is in the process of developing rules and regulations for the Rio Grande Basin, which will
require our town to replace approximately fifteen to eighteen percent of our pumping (augmentation
water). To meet this replacement requirement, the town will look to local agricultural water resources
as there is not water available for appropriation under a new water right. Due to limited surface water
supplies in the basin, these towns will have no choice but to directly dry-up irrigated land by purchasing
agricultural water rights or indirectly dry up agriculture by competing for Platoro Reservoir project water
currently used to irrigate agricultural lands. Acquisition of transhasin augmentation water diverted into
the upper Rio Grande upstream of Creede is unlikely due to the completion and high transit losses
incurred in transporting these augmentation supplies to the points of depletion from the municipal

pumping.

Phone: 719-843-5207  Fax: 719-843-5202
“Town of Manassa is an equal opportunity provider and employer.”



The Trujillo Meadows Project is designed to examine alternative means to meet the augmentation
requirements of the towns while improving, rather than reducing agricultural supplies and potentially
providing opportunities for environmental enhancement. The Town supports this ATM Grant proposal
for these reasons and as a good, first step to further our discussions with the CWCD in developing an
alternative transfer method to meet the future municipal augmentation requirements. We urge
approval of this grant proposal at your May meeting.

pocke

Sincerely;

Toni ¥ Wgpds
Mayor

Phone: 719-843-5207  Fax: 719-843-5202
“Town of Manassa is an equal opportunity provider and employer. "



Todd Doherty, Program Manger
Colorado Water Conservation Board
1580 Logan Street, Suite 200
Denver, Colorado 80203
May 10, 2013

Dear Mr. Doherty;

The Town of Romeo strongly supports the Conejos Water Conservancy District (CWCD) request for an
Alternative Agricultural Water Transfer Method (ATM) grant for a Feasibility Analysis regarding the
Trujillo Meadows project. The Trujillo Meadows proposed project was initiated by the CWCD in an
effort to explore a cooperative alternative agricultural transfer method by increased storage capacity at
Trujillo Meadows Reservoir. This ATM project is designed to increase water availability for agricultural,
environmental and municipal water needs. The ATM grant proposed is a valuable, first step to ensuring
that the multiple water benefits proposed in the Trujillo Meadows project as well as in meeting the
potential augmentation needs of many towns in Conejos county created by well depletions and the
creation of sub-district rules in the San Luis Valley.

Our town relies entirely on groundwater pumping for their water supply. The Division of Water
Resources is in the process of developing rules and regulations for the Rio Grande Basin, which will
require our town to replace approximately fifteen to eighteen percent of our pumping (augmentation
water). To meet this replacement requirement, the town will look to local agricultural water resources
as there is not water available for appropriation under a new water right. Due to limited surface water
supplies in the basin, these towns will have no choice but to directly dry-up irrigated land by purchasing
agricultural water rights or indirectly dry up agriculture by competing for Platoro Reservoir project water
currently used to irrigate agricultural lands. Acquisition of transbasin augmentation water diverted into
the upper Rio Grande upstream of Creede is unlikely due to the completion and high transit losses
incurred in transporting these augmentation supplies to the points of depletion from the municipal
pumping.

The Trujillo Meadows Project is designed to examine alternative means to meet the augmentation
requirements of the towns while improving, rather than reducing agricultural supplies and potentially
providing opportunities for environmental enhancement. The Town supports this ATM Grant proposal
for these reasons and as a good, first step to further our discussions with the CWCD in developing an
alternative transfer method to meet the future municipal augmentation requirements. We urge
approval of this grant proposal at your May meeting.

Sincerely;
Don Martinez

Town Mayor



Todd Doherty, Program Manger
Colorado Water Conservation Board
1580 Logan Street, Suite 200
Denver, Colorado 80203

May 9, 2013
Dear Mr. Doherty;

The Town of Sanford strongly supports the Conejos Water Conservancy District (CWCD) request for an
Alternative Agricultural Water Transfer Method (ATM) grant for a Feasibility Analysis regarding the
Trujillo Meadows project. The Trujillo Meadows proposed project was initiated by the CWCD in an
effort to explore a cooperative alternative agricultural transfer method by increased storage capacity at
Trujillo Meadows Reservoir. This ATM project is designed to increase water availability for agricultural,
environmental and municipal water needs. The ATM grant proposed is a valuable, first step to ensuring
that the multiple water benefits proposed in the Trujillo Meadows project as well as in meeting the
potential augmentation needs of many towns in Conejos county created by well depletions and the
creation of sub-district rules in the San Luis Valley.

Our town relies entirely on groundwater pumping for their water supply. The Division of Water
Resources is in the process of developing rules and regulations for the Rio Grande Basin, which will
require our town to replace approximately fifteen to eighteen percent of our pumping (augmentation
water). To meet this replacement requirement, the town will look to local agricultural water resources
as there is not water available for appropriation under a new water right. Due to limited surface water
supplies in the basin, these towns will have no choice but to directly dry-up irrigated land by purchasing
agricultural water rights or indirectly dry up agriculture by competing for Platoro Reservoir project water
currently used to irrigate agricultural lands. Acquisition of transbasin augmentation water diverted into
the upper Rio Grande upstream of Creede is unlikely due to the completion and high transit losses
incurred in transporting these augmentation supplies to the points of depletion from the municipal
pumping.

The Trujillo Meadows Project is designed to examine alternative means to meet the augmentation
requirements of the towns while improving, rather than reducing agricultural supplies and potentially
providing opportunities for environmental enhancement. The Town supports this ATM Grant proposal
for these reasons and as a good, first step to further our discussions with the CWCD in developing an
alternative transfer method to meet the future municipal augmentation requirements. We urge
approval of this grant proposal at your May meeting.

Sincerely;




