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Grand Valley Water Users Association 



The Grand Valley Water Users Association is the managing entity for a portion of the federally owned Grand
Valley Project. These Grand Valley Project facilities include the Grand Valley Diversion Dam, also known as
the Roller Dam, on the Colorado River in DeBeque Canyon, the 55-mile-long Government Highline Canal,
150 miles of project operated laterals, 100 miles of drainage ditches and a hydroelectric power plant.  In
recent years, approximately 130 miles of the laterals have been re-constructed into pressure piped laterals.

GVWUA first delivered water in 1917 to Reclamation’s Grand Valley Project and since then has furnished a
full supply of irrigation water to approximately 24,000 irrigated acres under the Government Highline Canal
and 15,000 irrigated acres under the Mesa County, Palisade, and Orchard Mesa Districts and diverts the
water for the Grand Valley Power Plant year round.
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This Planning project will address education, broad based needs and benefits assessment, non-consumptive use, 
including recovery Program issues, environmental concerns, water supply and water rights issues, including 
significant quantities of  Pre-Compact water, Compact compliance and related obligations, commercial 
agricultural use, as well as, urban, suburban, and municipal/industrial uses and users,  including the needs of 
Mesa County, Palisade, and Orchard Mesa Irrigation Districts through the planning process.  GVWUA will take a 
collaborative approach to the pressing issues facing all of these areas and those with the Colorado River 
generally 
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Comprehensive Water Management Plan 
Update 

X 10% to 20% in water saving from having a better
management plan. 



See Exhibit B for  Service Area . 

The Grand Valley Water Users Association (GVWUA) is making application to update their water 
Management Plan that was developed in 2012. The 2012 plan was a basic plan developed without cost-
share or grant funding to fulfill the basic requirements of Section 210(b) of the Reclamation Reform Act. 
 The GVWUA is currently under new management and desires to develop a more comprehensive and 
detailed Water Management Plan that will be helpful in implementing full scale conservation measures. 

Within the 2012 Water Management Plan a number of goals and objectives were developed that 
GVWUA would like to move forward with. Many of these goals and objective require additional 
investigation and assessments that were not prepared in the 2012 Water Management Plan. The 
funding that we are requesting will allow GVWUA to prepare a conditional assessment of the canal 
segments, identify and document water losses, identify priority projects, conduct a benefits assessment, 
including those potentially accruing to external interests, ascertain environmental concerns, determine 
cost associated with the projects and create a strategic funding plan to implement the priority projects.  
It will also allow the Association to honor commitments made in the Colorado River Cooperative 
Agreement (CRCA) and incorporate them into Association planning. 

Please See Exhibit A for a statement of work, detailed budget and schedule. 



See attached Exhibit C CRBRT WSRA Basin Funds Requested for Threshold Criteria

Yes this activity is consistent with statute



 

Of the $80,000 that is required to complete the project, we have applied for the maximum $25,000 
Reclamation Field Services Grant, have committed $10,000 in Association cash, and are respectfully 
requesting the remainder from the Water Supply Reserve Account should the Basin Round Table see fit 
to approve our request.  

Association will be actively involved in this project, as we have been to date. The Association has spent 
over $20,000 in initiating and supporting this planned update to the Association Water Management 
Plan for which are seeking no reimbursement. We anticipate that over the life of this proposed Water 
Management Plan development the Association will invest at least another 500 hours of staff time and 
the attendant overhead expense. Very conservatively valued at $50 an hour, we anticipate spending 
another $25,000 of Association reserves. We have committed our time and our funding to this 
important project. 

Funding Plan 
ENTITY AMOUNT CONTRIBUTED 
Grand Valley Water Users Association (cash) $10,000 
Bureau of Reclamation – Water Conservation Field 
Services Grant Program 

$25,000 

Colorado Basin Roundtable Water Reserve Supply  
Account 

$45,000 

Total Cash Cost $80,000 
Grand Valley Water Users Over and Above In-kind Cost of 
$55,000.00 in which no reimbursement is being requested. 
The in-kind services include staff time researching, 
mapping, attending meetings, and preparing funding 
applications in preparations for the planning project and 
additional time that will be anticipated during the planning 
process.   

$55,000 

Total Cost of the Project with In-kind and Cash   $135,000 
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Water Rights 

Water rights, described below from the Colorado River, for the Grand Valley Project are for 
irrigation, power and domestic use.  Irrigation water is tied to specific lands within the project and 
provides full and supplemental service.  The domestic water right is a small water right primarily 
used for livestock watering purposes during non-irrigation season and has not been utilized for 
several years. 

Cameo Water Rights 

 Owner Amount Adjudication Date Approp. Date   Use 

GVWUA/ 
 United States 730 c.f.s. 07/22/1912 02/27/1908 Irrigation 

GVWUA/       
 United States 400/800 c.f.s.1 07/25/1941 2/27/1908 Hydro-electric 
     Power 

GVWUA/ 
 United States 220 c.f.s. 07/25/1941 2/27/1908 Domestic & 
      Livestock 

Orchard Mesa Irrigation  
District 450 c.f.s. 07/22/1912 10/25/1907 Irrigation 
Orchard Mesa Irrigation 
District 10.2 c.f.s. 07/22/1912 10/01/1900 Irrigation 
Palisade Irrigation 
District 23.5 c.f.s. 07/25/1941 06/01/1918 Irrigation 
Palisade Irrigation 

 District 80 c.f.s. 07/22/1912 10/01/1889 Irrigation 
Mesa County Irrigation 
District 40 c.f.s. 07/22/1912 07/06/1903 Irrigation 

 
The source of all of the above described water rights is the Colorado River. 
  
The GVWUA is a Co-Applicant in Case No. 91CW247 (“Check Case”), District Court, Water Division 5.  The 
other co-applicants are the Orchard Mesa Irrigation District and the United States.   Details of this “Check 
Case” are available upon request. 
 



 
 

  
 
 

This will be an update to the Water Management Plan that was developed in 2012. This update to the Plan 
will allow GVWUA to help full fill many of the goals and objective s that were proposed. Many of these 
goals and objective require additional investigation and assessments that were not prepared in the 2012 
Water Management Plan.  



 
 

  
 
 




