
January11, 2007

Mr. RickBrown
InterstateWaterManagementDevelopmentSection
ColoradoWaterConservationBoard
1580LoganStreet, Suite1600
Denver, Colorado80203

Subject:WaterSupplyReserveAccount2007GrantApplicationfortheStrategicPlanfor
theLongTermManagementofNon-NativePhreatophyteTreesandaMapping
ProjectfortheArkansasRiverBasin

DearRick:  

EnclosedisagrantapplicationfromtheSoutheasternColoradoWaterConservancyDistrictfor
theWaterSupplyReserveAccount2007GrantApplicationfortheStrategicPlanfortheLong
TermManagementofNon-NativePhreatophyteTreesandaMappingProjectfortheArkansas
RiverBasinfor $50,000. AttheArkansasBasinRoundtable?s (ABRT) recentmeeting, thisgrant
applicationwasapprovedwithfullconsensusfortheStatewideCompetingFund. TheABRT
NeedsAssessmentCommitteeapprovedthisona11-1voteattheirDecember8, 2006, meeting
tomovethistothefullRoundtableforconsiderationyesterday. Thisapplicationhasreceiveda
thoroughreviewandfulldiscussionbyourRoundtableataregularlyscheduledandnoticed
meeting, withaquorumpresent. 

Inclosing, ifIcanbeofanyassistancetoyouandyourstaffortheWaterConservationBoardin
theirevaluation, pleasedonothesitatetocontactmeat:  719.584.0221or
ahamel@pueblowater.org. 

Sincerely, 

AlanC. Hamel, Chair
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January11, 2007

Mr. RickBrown
IntrastateWaterManagementandDevelopmentSection
ColoradoWaterConservationBoard
1580LoganStreet, Suite600
Denver, CO 80203

DearMr. Brown, 

TheSoutheasternColoradoWaterConservancyDistrictisrequestinga $50,000grantfromthe
WaterSupplyReserveAccounttofundthedevelopmentofaStrategicPlanfortheLong- 
TermManagementofNon-NativePhreatophyteTreesandforamappingprojectforthe
ArkansasRiverBasin. 

Non-nativephreatophytestrees (Tamarisk, RussianoliveandSiberianelm), haveinfested
muchoftheriparianlandsandaremovingintotheuplandareaswithintheArkansasRiver
Basin.  Theseinvasivetreesarecausingseriousimpactstoourlimitedwaterresources.  In
addition, densestandsofthenon-nativetreeshaverestrictedrecreationalaccessibility,  
negativelyimpactedwildlifehabitat, andincreasedtheriskforwildfiresandflooding. 

TocomplimentthePlanacomprehensivedatabasewillbedevelopedthatwillassist
propertyownersandlandmanagersindeterminingpropercontrol,  restoration, monitoring, 
andlong-termmaintenancemethodsforaparticularinfestationlevelandlandsituation. 
ThisdatabasewillbeavailableonawebsiteanditwillenabletheDistrictandagenciesto
tracktheprogressofprojectsandevaluatethemethodsthatareimplemented. 
Anotherextremelyimportantelementoftheprojectistomaptheentirebasintoprovidea
clearunderstandingoftheextentoftheproblem.  TheTamariskCoalition, withfunding
fromtheColoradoWaterConservationBoard, theDistrictandthePurgatoireRiverWater
ConservancyDistrict, recentlymappedthelowerportionofthemainstemoftheArkansas
Riverandseveralofthemajortributaries.  Unfortunately, themappingprojectis
incompletebecauseitdoesnotincludetheupperbasinfromPuebloReservoirwesttothe
headwaters, smallreservoirs, lakesandponds, northehundredsofmilesofcreeks,  
ephemeralstreams, canals, ditches, anddrywashesthatharborthesethirstyinvaders.  This
typeofinformationisinvaluableindeterminingthetotalacresofinfestationandaverage
density, estimateofcurrentandfuturewaterlosses, aswellasthecostsassociatedwith
control, revegetationandlong-termmanagement. 
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WebelievethisprojectfitstheconstraintsofSenateBill
06-179ascalledoutinsubparagraphIII.  TheStrategic
PlandevelopmentandmappingprojectcomplieswithitemsC
andDofthatAct.  ThePlandevelopmentmeetsseveralof
theSWSIobjectives: Optimizeexistingandfuturewater
supplies, enhancerecreationalopportunities, andprovide
forenvironmentalenhancements. 

ThedevelopmentoftheStrategicPlanwouldassistthe
BasininimplementingGovernorOwens? 2003ExecutiveOrder
andtheDepartmentofNaturalResource?s200410-yearPlan
toControlTamariskandRestoreRiparianPlantCommunities
inColorado.  TheStrategicPlanwillalsoassisttheBasin
intakingadvantageofthefundingsourcecreatedbythe
recentlypassedFederallegislationH.R. 2720, ?TheSalt
CedarandRussianOliveControlDemonstrationAct?.   In
addition, itwillsupportsecuringfundstoimplementthe
Planfromnewandexistingstateandfederalprograms,  
foundations, andothersources. 

CWCBhasalreadyinvestedtime, energy, anddollarsin
mappingthemainstemoftheArkansasandthemajor
tributariesandreservoirs.  Itisclearthatthelong-term
managementofthenon-nativephreatophytesinColoradois
inthebestinterestoftheBoard, theStateandthe
ArkansasBasin.  Yourconsiderationofthegrant
applicationisgreatlyappreciated.  

Sincerely, 

JamesW. Broderick
ExecutiveDirector
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