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Water Supply Reserve Account: Progress Report – 2nd year 

June 23, 2014 

Author: John Rizza (on behalf of Joyce Foraker and Mesa Conservation District). 

 

Contract Summary 

Applicant:   Mesa Conservation District 

Water Activity Name:  Small Acreage Irrigation Audit Program – Grand Valley 

Water Activity Purpose: Non-Structural Water Activity  

County:  Mesa 

Drainage Basin:  Colorado 

Water Source:  Colorado River 

Amount Requested: $18,273 

Source of Funds:  Colorado Basin Account 

Matching Funds:  $8,000 (Grand River Mosquito Control District, Grand Valley Irrigation Company, 
Grand Valley Water Users Association)  

Water Activity Summary:  
The natural resource concern that the Small Acreage Irrigation Audit Program is proposing to address is 
that of (irrigation) water and its management among small acreage owners. During the 1990s and 2000s 
The Grand Valley experienced unprecedented population growth. One of the more obvious impacts of 
this growth has been the sale and subdivision of larger commercial farms, particularly in the Grand 
Valley area. These smaller parcels of agricultural land – usually 40 acres or less in size – have often been 
purchased by individuals not familiar with western states irrigation. Many of these new irrigators have 
struggled with the subtleties inherent in the art of setting gates or moving a side-roll. Their irrigation 
efforts can create problems for themselves and their community, often without their knowledge. This 
program is designed to close that knowledge gap for small acreage irrigators and improve irrigation 
water management among this growing demographic. 

Excess irrigation is also the primary cause of mosquito outbreaks with the Mesa district and each year 
the local Mosquito Control District is dedicated to preventative and reactive measures to control 
mosquitoes that spawn in irrigation water. Eliminating water ponding in fields goes a long way towards 
reducing mosquito breeding grounds and the ensuing outbreaks.  

The proposed project has the following objectives: 
1. Reduction or elimination of water waste;  
2. Improved quality of life within the Grand Valley due to the reduction in mosquito breeding sites; 

and  
3. To eliminate this group’s contribution to local water quality concerns such as weeds, nutrient 

loading to waterways, and salt and selenium percolation. 
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Threshold and Evaluation Criteria 
The application meets all four Threshold Criteria.   

 

Final Summary 

The three years of the program started with the hiring and training of Mr. Darrell Rule as the Small 
Acreage Irrigation Ambassador.  Mr. Rule completed 139 visits over 1034.2 acres.  
 
Assisting the program was the CSU Extension Small Acreage Specialist and project partners: the Grand 
River Mosquito Control District (GRMCD) and the Mesa Conservation District; with outreach is the 
promotional video that was posted online in April of 2012. Some of the larger realtor companies were 
also supplied with DVD copies of the video and brochures. 
 
Other highlights for 2012 so far were: an interview with Denis Reich and Zane McCallister (GRMCD) by 
Brian Allmer of BARN Media Colorado Ag News Network; and a Success Story bulletin published by CSU 
Extension. Other materials were also produced including newspaper advertisements, and a news story 
in the local paper.  Finally, the local community radio station hosted a 15 minute segment on the 
program to help promote across new audiences. 
 
The promotional video, radio interview, and bulletin can all be accessed at: 
http://www.ext.colostate.edu/irr_assess/sm_acre.html 
 
Additional materials from local publications are attached at the end of this report. 
 

Final Plan of Work Review 

There are five tasks in the revised Plan of Work for the Small Acreage Irrigation Audit program.  
 
Progress on the task list detailed in Exhibit A of the September change-order is: 

1. Hiring and training small acreage irrigation auditor 

Complete. Mr. Darrell Rule hired as a contract employee of Mesa Conservation District March 2011. 

2. Advertising small acreage irrigation audits program 

Complete. Advertising continued throughout the 2013 season, see examples attached. 

3. Performing small acreage irrigation audits 

Complete. Mr. Rule performed 139 visits and 121 complete audits during the project. See Table 1 
through 3 for a complete breakdown of his time and expenditures for each year of the project. 

Many callers continue to enquire about irrigation issues unrelated to water management, such as 
administration of ditch shares or neighbor water disputes. These folks were referred to the appropriate 
contact. Table 1 details 2011 season time and travel, table 2 for the 2012 season, and table 3 for the 
2013 season seen below. 
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Table 1: Small Acreage Irrigation Ambassador 2011 Labor and Mileage Expenditure. 

Month 
 

Visits Audits Acres Total 
Miles 

Total 
Hours 

Total Cost 

APRIL 9 4 29.7 160 21.0 $584.00 

MAY 12 8 37.3 205.8 24.5 $716.00 

JUNE 10 9 13.3 219 36.5 $940.00 

JULY 8 8 91.9 222 31.5 $804.00 

AUGUST 9 8 23.6 173 28.5 $780.00 

SEPT 5 3 6.0 138 14.5 $348.00 

OCTOBER 4 4 31.0 80 14.5 $444.00 

       

2011 TOTALS 57 44 276.8 1197.8 171 $4616.00 

2011 Notes: Mr. Rule also facilitated drainage of two that had been flagged as problem mosquito 
breeding sites. The elimination of standing water in these fields provided not only a quality of life 
benefit to surrounding residents but a cost saving to the local Mosquito Control District. 

Table 2: Small Acreage Irrigation Ambassador 2012 Labor and Mileage Expenditure. 

Month 
 

Visits Audits Acres Total 
Miles 

Total 
Hours 

Total Cost 

APRIL 10 8 53 281 34.5 $908.00 

MAY 10 8 34 179 28.5 $732.00 

JUNE 7 7 79.5 116 25.5 $628.00 

JULY 7 7 49 180 28 $720.00 

AUGUST 5 5 37 91 16.5 $396.00 

SEPT 5 5 29 106 19 $456.00 

OCTOBER 2 2 12 28 8 $180.00 

       

2012 TOTALS 46 42 293.5 981 160 $4020.00 

2012 Notes: Mesa County had an outbreak of West Nile in 2012, drawing more attention than usual. Mr. 
Rule assisted GRMCD with another severe mosquito problem related to drainage in an irrigator’s field.   

Table 3: Small Acreage Irrigation Ambassador 2013 Labor and Mileage Expenditure. 

Month 
 

Visits Audits Acres Total 
Miles 

Total 
Hours 

Total Cost 

APRIL 7 7 111 138 26.5 689 

MAY 8 8 115 168 28 728 

JUNE 7 7 87.4 119 26 708 

JULY 8 7 83.5 192 30 844 

AUGUST 3 3 22 55 11 302 

SEPT 3 3 45 86 12.5 396 

OCTOBER 1 1 3 8 3 72 

       

2013 TOTALS 36 35 463.9 758 134 $3739.00 

2013 Notes: Mr. Rule visited several sites where he referred the landowner to programming more 
applicable for their situation.  Nine Soil samples were collected and analyzed as part of the project, 13 
flow tests were conducted, and 1 water sample was collected to help folks gain a better understanding 
of their system. 
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4. Outreach Video for the Small Acreage Irrigation Ambassador Program 

Complete. Video is available for viewing on the Small Acreage Irrigation Ambassador Website: 
http://www.ext.colostate.edu/irr_assess/sm_acre.html  

5. Evaluation of impacts 

Complete.  Follow up calls with irrigators will begin in the late fall for visits in 2011 and 2012. Calls will 
be asking for feedback on the program and looking for change-in-behavior and impact indicators related 
to irrigation water management. Please see attached document following on some feedback from 
participants. 

 

 

 

Program Contacts 

John Rizza     Joyce Foraker 
CSU Ext./NRCS     General Manager 
Small Acreage Specialist    Mesa Conservation District 
970-243-5068 x 128    970-242-4512 x100 
jrizza@Colostate.edu    mesasoil@hotmail.com  
 
  

mailto:jrizza@Colostate.edu
mailto:mesasoil@hotmail.com
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        Advertising Example 1 

 

 

 

Advertising Example 2 

 

Newspaper Article 
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Evaluation of impacts

 


