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April 17, 2014 
 
 
Grand Mesa Water Conservancy District 
Attn:  Mr. Austin Keiser, President 
P.O. Box 129 
Cedaredge, CO 81413 
 
 RE: Notice to Proceed - WSRA Grant for the Rehabilitation of Blanche Park 
  Reservoir 
 
Dear Austin, 
 
 This letter is to inform you that the WSRA grant request to assist in the Rehabilitation of 
Blanche Park Reservoir project was signed on April 15, 2014.   The original purchase order and 
Exhibit A will be mailed to you. 

 
With the executed purchase order, you are now able to proceed with the project and invoice 

the State of Colorado for costs incurred through October 1, 2016.  Upon receipt of your invoice(s), 
the State of Colorado will provide payment no later than 45 days.  I wish you much success in your 
project.  
 

If you have any questions or concerns regarding the project, please contact me. 
 

Sincerely,  
 
    //s// 
 
Craig Godbout 
Program Manager 
Colorado Water Conservation Board 

Water Supply Planning Section 
1580 Logan Street, Suite 200 
Denver CO 80203 

(303) 866-3441, ext 3210 (office) 

(303) 547-8061 (cell) 

craig.godbout@state.co.us 
 
 

 
John W. Hickenlooper 
Governor 
 
Mike King 
DNR Executive Director 
 
James Eklund 
CWCB Director 

tel:%28303%29%20866-3441%2C%20ext%203210
tel:%28303%29%20547-8061
mailto:craig.godbout@state.co.us






EXHIBIT A 
 

Statement of Work 
 

WATER ACTIVITY NAME – The Rehabilitation of Blanche Park 
 
GRANT RECIPIENT – Grand Mesa Water Conservancy District Water Enterprise Fund 
  
FUNDING SOURCE --   CWCB Water Supply Reserve Account Grant using Gunnison Basin 
Roundtable Funds 
 
INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND  
 
This project is designed to take an active “1891 Easement” and put the facility back into useful condition.  
This reservoir was built around the turn of the century to hold around 130 acre feet.  It was used for this 
purpose until about the mid 1950’s at which time the downstream Trickle Park Reservoir was built.  It is 
assumed that the water storage the Blanche Park provided was moved to Trickle Park thus no water rights 
existed.  Since the District has a large “conditional Filing” and no facility to utilize, the District has been 
in the process of acquiring these “1891 Easements” that are not active.  This project is unique in that any 
material required had to come from off-site which could mean hauling from long distance.  The 
ownership interest the District had in the Peak Reservoir which would accommodate a dredging permit 
enabled the District to rebuild both projects.  The Peak Reservoir had an obstacle in that it has no 
easement thus the District spent an entire year acquiring a “Special Use Permit” for this site.   
 
The construction process for the Blanche Park Reservoir will require the building of an access road to 
move the necessary material to the site and then the excavating of the existing dam installing the 
necessary valves and pipe to allow the water to be properly managed.  The dam structure will be rebuilt in 
two sections with the east section having the valve and outlets and the west section having the spillway.  
After the construction process is completed the road is to be restored to just an ATV access trail. 
 
Provide a brief description of the project.  (Please limit to no more than 200 words; this will be 
used to inform reviewers and the public about your proposal) 
 
OBJECTIVES 
There are several objectives of this project: 
 1.  Rebuild an inoperable asset into a functioning reservoir. 
 2.  Utilize a portion of a conditional water right transferring it to absolute storage. 

3.  Impounding additional water to meet future needs of the citizens of the District’s     service 
area. 
4.  Provide additional storage to protect whatever downstream needs arise. 
 

TASKS  
 
TASK 1 – Engineering  

Description of Task 
This task involves the design of the rehabilitation of Blanche Park Reservoir and access road. This 
design work will be used for Colorado Dam Safety Division approval, the US Forest Service to be 
used for an access permit and construction permit and the US Army Corps of Engineers “Nationwide 
Exempt” disclosure.   



 
Deliverable   
Completion includes the approval of the State Dam Safety Branch of the Division of Water Resources.  

 
TASK 2 – Construction of the Project 

Description of Task   
The objective of this task is to rebuild Blanche Park Reservoir. This will be accomplished 
through the construction of a new access road and embankment 
 
Deliverable   
The applicant shall provide CWCB copies of: Permits, Design & Construction Documents ; 
Construction Documentation (periodic construction progress reports, change orders, meeting 
notes, schedule summaries), and As-Build Drawings. 

 
REPORTING AND FINAL DELIVERABLE 
Reporting:  The applicant shall provide the CWCB a progress report every 6 months, beginning 
from the date of the executed contract.  The progress report shall describe the completion or 
partial completion of the tasks identified in the statement of work including a description of any 
major issues that have occurred and any corrective action taken to address these issues.    
 
Final Deliverable:  At completion of the project, the applicant shall provide the CWCB a final 
report that summarizes the project and documents how the project was completed.  This report 
may contain photographs, summaries of meetings and engineering reports/designs. 
 
PROJECT COST ESTIMATE   
The total project cost is estimated to be $170,539. The applicant will provide $95,539 in matching 
funds.  
 
SCHEDULE  
No project costs initiated prior to grant contract approval will be eligible for reimbursement from 
WSRA grant funds. 
 
Anticipated construction completion date is October 1, 2015; however, final punchlist items and 
site rehabilitation (i.e. seeding and re-vegetation) will likely take additional time. Table 1 will be 
used as a guide to achieve the October 1, 2016 final project close out date. 
 

Table 1:  Project Schedule 
Task Start Date Finish Date 
1 (Engineering) Upon NTP 3/1/2015 
2 (Construction) 6/1/2014 10/1/2015 
Project Close Out 10/1/2015 10/1/2016 
 
PAYMENT 
 
Payment will be made based on actual expenditures and invoicing by the applicant.  Invoices 
from any other entity (i.e. subcontractors) cannot be processed by the State.  The request for 
payment must include a description of the work accomplished by major task, and estimate of the 



percent completion for individual tasks and the entire water activity in relation to the percentage 
of budget spent, identification of any major issues and proposed or implemented corrective 
actions.  The last 10 percent of the entire water activity budget will be withheld until final 
project/water activity documentation is completed.  All products, data and information developed 
as a result of this grant must be provided to the CWCB in hard copy and electronic format as part 
of the project documentation.  This information will in turn be made widely available to Basin 
Roundtables and the general public and help promote the development of a common technical 
platform. 
 



 
BLANCHE PARK RESERVOIR PROJECT. 

Financial Analysis 
March 2014 

 
 
A.  Costs Related to the Reservoir Construction that have been PAID: 
 
 1. MM&D Surveying and Engineering   $  4,060.00 
 
 2. ERO Resources – Environmental   $  1,980.00 
  
 3. Legal and Miscellaneous     $  1,700.00 
 
  Total Cost Paid    $  7,740.00 
 
 
 
B.  Costs Related to the Reservoir Construction that are Bids Pending: 
 
 1.  Lambert and Associates – Soils Reports including Core Drilling -   
          $10,000 
 
  
 2.  MM&D Engineering - Do Surveying, Construction Design, Specification, etc. -  
         $13,500 
 
 3.  ERO Resources – Finish Surveys for USFS and Do Delineation –  

$  3,000 
 
  Total Bids Pending     $ 26,500 
 
 
C.  Estimated Costs to finish Project: 
 
 1.  USFS Permit, NEPA Studies, Road Access   $  5,000 
 
 2.  Engineers Cost Estimate to Finish Project –  
  1.  Soils investigation for design   $  Included 
  2.  Design Survey     $  Included 
  3.  Civil Engineering (Const. Drawings)   $  Included 
  4. Wetland Investigating & Mitigation  $  Included 
  5. Construction Surveying    $  Included 

(Items 1-5 are included in the above bids). 
 
6. Mobilization & Demobilization    $   4,500.00 

  7. Erosion Control      $   2,000.00 



  8. Water Control      $   1,500.00 
  9. Dewatering       $   1,000.00 
  10. Removal and Reworking Material   $ 48,500.00 
  11. Import Unclassified Excavation   $ 35,000.00 
  12. Riprap       $ 10,320.00 
  13. Storm Sewer HDPE     $   2,550.00 
  14. Seeding, Fertilizer and Mulching   $      550.00 
  15. Concrete Headwall and Gate Stem   $   7,500.00 
  16. Head gate, Stem and Wheel    $   2,500.00 
  17. Soils & Materials Testing    $   3,000.00 
  18. Construction Management & Insp.   $ 13,260.00 
 
   Total Construction Cost     $137,180.00 
 
   Total Construction Cost    $137,180.00 
   5% Contingency     $    6,859.00 
 
   Total Cost       $144,039.00 
 
D. Total Cost to do Project:       $178,279.00 
 
E. Analysis: 
 According to the 1891 Easement, the reservoir was designed to hold 130 acre feet.  At a cost 
of $178,279 to do the project, the per acre foot cost is $1,371.37. We are estimating the amount of 
material transferred from Peak Reservoir directly to Blanche Park Reservoir will be approximately 
5,000 cubic yards leaving approximately 7,500 cubic yards to be stockpiled at Military Park Gravel 
Pit for use on Little Island Reservoir. 
 
The total cost of the two projects is $331,904 with a projected yield of 160 acre feet of stored water, 
or $2,074.40 per acre foot plus 7500 cubic yards of material. 
 

 
FUNDS TO BUILD RESERVOIRS 

November 22, 2010 
 
A. GMWCD funds on hand for construction -   $195,000.00 
B. Grant from the Colorado River District  $ 36,125.00 
C. Grant (Applied for from Roundtable)   $ 75.000.00 
D. 50% of Revenues projected for 2011   $ 25,000.00 
 
 Total Funds Available for 2 Projects        $331,125.00 
 


