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Current Snowpack

Colorado SNOTEL Snowpack Update Map
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Drought Outlooks

April 8, 2014
(Released Thursday, Apr. 10, 2014)
Valid 8 am. EDT

Drought Impact Types

£~ Delineates dominant impacts
S= Short-Term, typically less than

L = Long-Term, typecally greate “pan
6 months (e g. hydrology. ecolt
Intensity Clas:

[] DO Abnormaly Dry

[Z] D1Moderate Drought
B D2 Severe Drought

I O3 Extreme Drought
Il D4 Exceptional Drought

Author:
Brian Fuchs A\
National Drought Mitigation Center

6 months (e g. agriculture, grasslands) >

U.S. Seasonal Drought Outlook

Drought Tendency During the Valid Period
Valid for March 20 - June 30, 2014
Released March 20, 2014

.
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- Drought persists or
Intensifies
| Drought remains but
~ improves

e

Author: Anthony Artusa, Climate Prediction Center, NOAA
hitp: ivwwaw cpe.ncep. noaa govproducts/expent assessment/season _drought.htm!

Depicts large.scale trencds based cn subjectively derived probablities guided by short- and
ong-range statislical and dynamical forecasts. Short-derm evenats - such as individual storms —
cannot be accurately Brecast more than a few days n advance, Use caution forappiications

— such as crops — that can be affected by such events. "Ongoing”™ drought areas are
approximated fom the Drought Monitor (D 1 to D4 intensity)

For weekly drought updates, see the latest U.S. Drought Monitor.

NOTE: The tan ared areas imply ot least a 1-category mprovementin the Drought Mondor
ntensty levels by the end of the perniod although crought will remain

The Green arcas mply drought removal by the end of the penod (D0 ornone)

Drought removal likely

Drought development
likely
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and Precip Outlooks

: § Ty e, iy S
4 d g 4
DASHED BLACE LINES-RRE CLTHATOL DOy m
(DE& F) SHADED ARERS ARE .FCET E] s-HnDEBL:EEEHSngdE( FCS
YALUES ABO 1 DR BELDW (B HORMAL o ) DR BELDW (EY_REDIAN
YUNSHADED EAS{"ARE NEAR-NORMAL h ERS*ARE MEAR-MEDIAN
90% B80% 70% 60% 50% 40% 33% 33% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80%  90% 90% 80% 70% 60% 50% 40% 33% 33% 40% 5S0% 60% 70% 80%  90%

COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY




RADO DIVIS/o
gg\%v ENTION 8 cgy OF
3 .

< %4

Temp and Precip Outlooks
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Fire Potential Outlooks

Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook

See Text

e
Puerto Rico

Significant Wildland Fire Potential

- Above Mormal Increasing to Above Normal

Below Normal Decreasing to Below Normal

Alaska ) . SERVICES :
l:l Normal Fc Returning to Normal Map produced by
Predictive Services,

National Interagency
Coordination Center
Above normal significant wildland fire potential indicates a higher than usual likelihood that wildland fire s will occur and/or become Boise, Idaho
significant events. Wildland fires are still expected to occur during forecasted normal conditions as would usually be expected Issued April 1. 2014
during the outlook period. Significant wildland fires are still possible but less likely than usual during forecasted below normal periods. Next issuance May 1, 2014
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Fire Potential Outlooks

Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook
May 2014

#3

SAN 1\\\

Significant Wildland Fire Potential

- Above Normal m Increasing to Above Normal

Below Normal Decreasing to Below Normal

|:| Normal R: Returning to Normal

Alaska

Above normal significant wildland fire potential indicates a higher than usual likelihood that wildland fire s will occur and/or become
significant events. Wildland fires are still expected to occur during forecasted normal conditions as would usually be expected
during the outlook period. Significant wildland fires are still possible but less likely than usual during forecasted below normal periods.
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Puerto Rico

SERVICES
Map produced by
Predictive Services,
National Interagency
Coordination Center
Boise, ldaho
Issued April 1, 2014
Next issuance May 1, 2014
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Fire Potential Outlooks

Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook
June & July 2014

Significant Wildland Fire Potential

- Above Normal Increasing to Above Normal

Below Normal Decreasing to Below Normal

. SERVICES -
|:| Normal R: Returning to Normal Map produced by
Predictive Services,

National Interagency
Coordination Center
Above normal significant wildland fire potential indicates a higher than usual likelihood that wildland fires will occur andfor become Boise, ldaho
significant events. Wildland fires are still expected to occur during forecasted normal conditions as would usually be expected Issued Apnl 1, 2014
during the outlook period. Significant wildland fires are still possible but less likely than usual during forecasted below normal periods. Mext issuance May 1, 2014
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Outlooks

Rocky Mountain: Above normal significant wildland fire potential is expected for April from eastern
Colorado through portions of Kansas and Nebraska, with a return to normal expected in May. Above normal
significant wildland fire potential conditions could develop for June and July across

southwestern Colorado if warm and dry conditions persist.

Long term severe to extreme drought is evident across a large portion of the Rocky Mountain Area,
especially from southeastern Colorado, Kansas and Nebraska. The lower elevations of Colorado are also
lacking moisture. Over the higher elevations snowpack is above average in most major

drainages, with slightly below average measurements over far southern Colorado.

A more active weather pattern is shaping up for April and May across the Rocky Mountain Area.

Warm, dry and windy conditions are a concern ahead of troughs across the Plains prior to green-up,
especially where moisture deficits are significant.
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Fire Danger Rating

Forecast Fire Danger Class: 16-APR-14
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Questions?
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