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Factors that will impact mountain snowmelt  

• Stream levels during the melt. 
• Groundwater/soil moisture. 
• Future snow 
• When the snow melts 
• How fast the snowpack melts 
• Future rainfall amounts and timing 
• Whether rain (especially a warm rain) falls on the snowpack. 



Additional flood risks in areas severely impacted by 
September 2013 floods 

• Reduced capacity of creeks due to sedimentation, alluvial 
deposits, etc. 

• Debris dams 
• Creeks have changed their location 
• Debris flows and landslides 

 
• Good news is FEMA recently  provided funding to remove debris, 

shore up damaged banks etc – to the 5 year flood level.  The work 
has begun in Boulder County.   
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