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Spring Snowmelt Flood Potential Outlook Graphic

March 6t", 2014

- < P ¥
&mﬁf@ﬁ 0 |
[ﬁ;f s | Casfle Rocks,
Ko {

o 1 o L
f 1

4 ;L__,f___-g- 2

i

B s,

LimonE

Sterling_t:: Holyokes
, ; e Fnrﬁ Morgans— ‘
b S Z/& 1 | Akronz P
-.' - i | i J Risk of Minor Snown
w, Parks ,r f//-fnf elr ~—~ _ ' \ : ;-.j:'_;'*:: gy Flood
S A R - o
-, ic “*“1 o «{ ‘

NRCS SNOTEL site:
% of Average Snowp:

& 176-200
¥ 151-175
& 126-150

& 1Mm-125
& o91-10
. OTE-%
£ 5-75
@ -5




Snowpack

Colorado Basin River Forecast Center
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Mountain snowpack
remains above to much
above average with
near record snowpack
observed at several
locations near the
Continental Divide.
The current high
country snowpack is
already near the
typical seasonal peak
values. Approximately
20 percent of the snow
accumulation season
remains.

Additional time series graphs can be produced on the Colorado Basin RFC

website at: http://www.cbrfc.noaa.gov/station/sweplot/snowgroup.php




The early March % of average mountain snowpack in the South Platte River

Basin this year is similar to the high snowpack in 1986, 1997, 2011 but remains

below the NRCS SNOTEL snow water equivalent
lower bar graph: March 6th, upper bar graph: April 18th
snowpack

in March
1996.
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Factors that will impact mountain snowmelt

Stream levels during the melt.

Groundwater/soil moisture.

Future snow

When the snow melts

How fast the snowpack melts

Future rainfall amounts and timing

Whether rain (especially a warm rain) falls on the snowpack.



Additional flood risks in areas severely impacted by
September 2013 floods

Reduced capacity of creeks due to sedimentation, alluvial
deposits, etc.

Debris dams
Creeks have changed their location
Debris flows and landslides

Good news is FEMA recently provided funding to remove debris,
shore up damaged banks etc — to the 5 year flood level. The work
has begun in Boulder County.
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