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TO: Colorado Water Conservation Board Members  
 
FROM: Rebecca Mitchell 
 Water Supply Planning Section Chief 
 
DATE: July 11, 2013 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item 23, July 16-17, 2013 Board Meeting  

Water Supply Reserve Account Program 
 

Staff Recommendation 
A summary of staff’s recommendation for each WSRA application is provided in the table 
below.  Favorable recommendations may be contingent on providing the CWCB with additional 
information, clarifications, or modifications in the scope of work.  Please refer to the Water 
Activity Summary Sheets contained within this agenda item to find a summary of staff’s review 
and any conditions associated with each recommendation.  Full application materials are 
available upon request. 
 
 Basin Project Name Total 

Request 
Recommendation 

a. Gunnison Bonita Reservoir Dam Outlet Pipe 
Rehabilitation 

$54,285 To fund up to $54,285 from the 
Gunnison Basin Account.   

b. Gunnison Curry Easements Woody Invasives 
Removal Project - West Side of the 
North Fork of the Gunnison River 

$8,865 To fund up to $8,865 from the 
Gunnison Basin Account.   

c. Rio Grande Kerber Creek Restoration Project $34,871 To fund up to $34,871 from the 
Rio Grande Basin Account. 

d. Yampa/White Development and Implementation of 
Water Education and Networking 3-
Year Program of  Discussions, 
Forums, Workshops, Tours 

$30,000 To fund up to $30,000 from the 
Yampa/White Basin Account.   

e. Arkansas Water Tank Replacement $64,000 To fund up to $64,300 from the 
Arkansas Basin Account 

f. Gunnison Replacement of Measuring Devices 
on Grand Mesa 

$40,000 To fund up to $40,000 from the 
Gunnison Basin Account 

 
Background 
For this agenda item the Board is provided with a brief overview of applications to the Water Supply 
Reserve Account (WSRA).  Attachments to this memo include: 

• Summary spreadsheet detailing funding requests for the basin and statewide accounts; 
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• Water Activity Summary Sheets which provide an overview, discussion, issues/additional 
needs, and staff recommendation regarding funding, partial funding, or not funding the 
applications; and  

 
Staff’s review of the applications involves the following steps: 

1) Applications are reviewed for completeness based on the information requirements, which 
are primarily outlined in Part 2 of the Criteria and Guidelines (C&G). 

2) Applications are reviewed to verify that the water activity meets the eligibility requirements 
in Section 39-29-108 (III) C.R.S. (C&G, Part 2) and the threshold criteria, which are based 
on the requirements of Section 39-29-108 (III) C.R.S., and two sections of the Water for the 
21st Century Act (House Bill 1177); Section 37-75-102 and Section 37-75-104(2)(c) (C&G, 
Part 3). Staff also verifies that the applicant is an eligible entity to receive funding (C&G, 
Part 2). 

3) Staff then prepares the Water Activity Summary Sheet which documents the outcome of the 
review process and contains staff’s recommendations. 

 
Water Supply Reserve Account Balance Summary and Project Status Report 
To provide the Board updates on the status of specific Water Supply Reserve Account grant 
applications and projects, staff provides a status report in the CWCB Director’s Report.  The WSRA 
status report includes the following information:   

• List of completed WSRA projects; 
• List of WSRA projects in progress; and  
• List of WSRA projects in the contracting and procurement process. 



COLORADO WATER CONSERVATION BOARD
Water Supply Reserve Account - Balance Summary

July 1, 2013

Fund Appropriation and Receipts

Fiscal Year
Legislative 

Appropriation Funds Received
Statewide 

Account Basin Account
2006/2007 $10,000,000 $10,000,000 $5,500,000 $4,500,000 
2007/2008 $6,000,000 $6,000,000 $4,200,000 $1,800,000 
2008/2009 $10,000,000 $7,000,000 $4,300,000 $2,700,000 
2009/2010 $5,775,000 $5,775,000 $4,215,750 $1,559,250 
2010/2011 $6,000,000 $6,000,000 $4,380,000 $1,620,000 
2011/2012 $7,000,000 $7,000,000 $4,732,000 $2,268,000 
2012/2013 $10,000,000 $7,157,724 $4,580,943 $2,576,781 
2013/2014 $10,000,000 $4,000,000 $2,560,000 $1,440,000 
Interest N/A $2,567,118 $1,642,956 $924,162 
TOTAL $44,775,000 $55,499,842 $36,111,649 $19,388,193 
Note:  The WSRA is a Severance Tax "Tier II" program with 40% of funds distributed on July 1, 30% on January 1, and the final 30% on April 1. 
     In FY 2008/2009 the final 30% installment of $3,000,000 was not received due to the State's budgetary shortfall.
    In January 2012 interest for the program from its inception to date was credited directly to the Statewide Account.
          Interest from January 2012 on is regularly calculated by the Treasury and credited to the Statewide Account.

Fund Distribution

Basin
Approved Basin 

Grants
Total Basin 

Funds
Basin Account 

Balance
Approved State 

Grants
Statewide 

Account Balance
Arkansas $1,610,313 $2,154,244 $543,931 $5,230,925 
Colorado $1,428,830 $2,154,244 $725,414 $3,741,036 
Southwest $1,466,346 $2,154,244 $687,898 $5,038,306 
Gunnison $1,439,369 $2,154,244 $714,875 $2,642,324 
Metro $1,264,929 $2,154,244 $889,315 $2,225,268 
North Platte $1,192,017 $2,154,244 $962,226 $311,027 
Rio Grande $1,668,366 $2,154,244 $485,878 $7,389,273 
South Platte $1,335,476 $2,154,244 $818,768 $2,595,980 
Yampa/White $1,208,874 $2,154,244 $945,369 $466,813 
TOTAL $12,614,521 $19,388,193 $6,773,673 $29,640,951 $6,470,698 

TOTAL APPROVED GRANTS $42,255,472 
Note:  Only includes grants approved by CWCB
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Water Supply Reserve Account – Grant and Loan Program 
Water Activity Summary Sheet 

July 16-17, 2013 
Agenda Item 23.f 

 
 

Applicant:  Grand Mesa Water Users Association 

Water Activity Name:  Replacement of Measuring Devices on Grand Mesa 

Water Activity Purpose:  Agricultural 

County:  Delta 

River Basin:  Gunnison 

Water Source:  Surface Creek, Ward Creek, Kaiser Creek and Dirty George Creek 

Amount Requested:  $40,000 (Gunnison Basin Account) 

Matching Funds:  $27,000 total cash contribution ($20,000 cash contribution from Grand Mesa 
Water Users Association, and $7,000 cash contribution from Grand Mesa Water Conservancy 
District) 

Staff Recommendation 

Staff recommends approval of up to $40,000 from the Gunnison Basin Account to help complete 
the project titled:  Replacement of Measuring Devices on Grand Mesa. 
 
Water Activity Summary: 
Grand Mesa Water Users Association, a not for profit organization, is an administrative company 
that contracts with reservoir owners on the Grand Mesa for services including: spring 
maintenance; measuring and quantifying water amounts in each reservoir; and maintaining 
records of water usage for a large number of irrigators with over 4,000 acre feet of water per 
year.  The Colorado Division of Water Resources has notified the applicant in a letter dated 
March 7, 2013 that “for proper accounting of releases, accurate measuring devices are needed 
and required under CRS 37-84-112”, and has indentified 14 specific Parshall Flumes operated 
by the Grand Mesa Water Users Association that require replacement.  The applicant states that 
the accuracy of these devices is essential to the management, conservation, and delivery of 
water, and are part of an intricate system that measures natural stream flows and reservoir 
releases and enable the Water Commissioner to insure the accuracy of delivery of water to users 
in the Surface Creek Valley. 
 
To address this concern, the applicant proposes that the 14 existing Parshall Flumes identified by 
the Division of Water Resources be replaced and constructed with 3/16 inch steel plate material 
to endure conditions found at high elevations.  Subsequent to the replacement of the 14 Parshall 
Flumes, the Grand Mesa Water Users Association will bill the affected reservoir owners for the 
cost of the installed flumes, whereas the repayment of the proposed expenditures by the reservoir 
owners will create a special fund that will allow the repair and replacement of administrative 
measuring devices on an annual basis in the future. 
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Threshold and Evaluation Criteria 
The application meets all four Threshold Criteria.   
 
Funding Overview 
The applicant is requesting $40,000 in WSRA funding from the Gunnison Basin Roundtable 
Account, with a total matching cash contribution of $27,000 (approximately 68 percent), of 
which a $20,000 cash contribution (50 percent) will be provided directly by the applicant, with 
an additional $7,000 cash contribution (approximately 18 percent) provided by the Grand Mesa 
Water Conservancy District, for a total project cost of approximately $66,800. 
 
Discussion: 
No additional discussion is needed. 
  
Issues/Additional Needs: 
No issues have been identified. 
 
Staff Recommendation:  
Staff recommends approval of up to $40,000 from the Gunnison Basin Account to help complete 
the project titled: Replacement of Measuring Devices on Grand Mesa. 
 
All products, data and information developed as a result of this grant must be provided to the 
CWCB in hard copy and electronic format as part of the project documentation.  This 
information will in turn be made widely available to Basin Roundtables and the general public 
and will help promote the development of a common technical platform.  In accordance with the 
revised WSRA Criteria and Guidelines, staff would like to highlight additional reporting and 
final deliverable requirements.  The specific requirements are provided below. 
 
Reporting and Final Deliverable: 
The applicant shall provide the CWCB a progress report every 6 months, beginning from the 
date of the executed contract.  The progress report shall describe the completion or partial 
completion of the tasks identified in the scope of work including a description of any major 
issues that have occurred and any corrective action taken to address these issues.  At completion 
of the project, the applicant shall provide the CWCB a final report that summarizes the project 
and documents how the project was completed.  This report may contain photographs, 
summaries of meetings and engineering reports/designs. 
 
Engineering: 
All engineering work (as defined in the Engineers Practice Act (§12-25-102(10) C.R.S.)) 
performed under this grant shall be performed by or under the responsible charge of professional 
engineer licensed by the State of Colorado to practice Engineering. 

































































































































































July 8, 2013 

Colorado Water Conservancy Board 

Attn: Jacob Bomstein 

Program Manager, Water Supply Planning Section 

1580 Logan Street, Suite 200 

Denver, CO 80203 


Re: $30,000 given to the Public Education Outreach Program 

Dear Jacob: 

The Yampa/White/Green Basin Roundtable held a meeting on May 9, 2013 wherein the Board 
unanimously voted to give the aforementioned Program the sum of $30,000 for education. The 
funds are to be given from the Yampa/White/Green Basin account. 

Please consider this letter as your notice of the granting of funds . 

s~ .J 
a:6raye;7~ 

YWG Basin Chairman 


TG/srb 


Cc: Public Education Outreach Program 

Attn : Ren Martyn 











































































The Gunnison Basin Roundtable
501 Palmer Street
Delta, CO 81416

May 7, 2013

Mr. Todd Doherty
Intrastate Water Management and Development Section
COLORADO WATER CONSERV AnON BOARD
1580 Logan Street, Suite 600
Denver, CO 80203

Re: Grant Request from the Water Supply Reserve Account
Grand Mesa Water Users Association
Replacement of Measuring Devices on Grand Mesa

Dear Mr. Doherty:

This letter is presented to advise you that the grant application submitted by the Grand Mesa
Water Users Association for $40,000 from Basin Account funds from the Water Supply Reserve Account
for the Replacement of Measuring Devices on Grand Mesa was reviewed by the Gunnison Basin
Roundtable and its Project Screening Committee and was approved by a unanimous vote ofthe Gunnison
Basin Roundtable during our meeting on May 7, 2013.

This water activity meets the provisions of Section 37-75-104(2), Colorado Revised Statutes. The
requirements/language from the statute is provided in Part 3 of the Criteria and Guidelines.

This activity furthers the basin-wide consumptive needs for the Gunnison Basin by helping to
reduce agricultural water shortages and by replacing aging infrastructure.

Sincerely,

I
If,'.c/,(:.~

Michelle Pierce
Chair

cc: Tom Alvey (e-mail)
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