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HB12-1283 creates the Division 
of  Fire Prevention and Control 
in the Department of  Public 
Safety from the former Division 
of  Fire Safety and transfers the 
fire responsibilities from 
CSU/Colorado State Forest 
Service. 
 
Signed by Gov. Hickenlooper on 
June 4, 2012 
 
 

House Bill 12-1283 
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Division of  Fire Prevention & Control 

Mission 
 

 The mission of  the Colorado Division of  Fire 
Prevention and Control is to safeguard those that live, 

work, learn and play in Colorado, by reducing threats to 
lives, property and the environment.  The Division 

safeguards the public through: fire prevention and code 
enforcement; wildfire preparedness, response, 

suppression, coordination, and management; training 
and certification; public information and education; and 

technical assistance to local governments.  
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Division of  Fire Prevention & Control 
Wildland Fire Management Section 

 

Agreements Volunteer Fire
Assistance

Deputy Chief
Wildland Fire

Planning
Clair Brown

NE
Regional FMO
Matt Branch

NC Foothills
Regional FMO

Kirk Will

SC
Regional FMO

Brenda Wasielewski

S
Regional FMO
Joe LoBiondo

NC Plains
 Regional FMO

TBD

East Area
FMO

Vaughn Jones

NW
Regional FMO
Sam Parsons

Colorado River
Regional FMO
Dave Toelle

W
Regional FMO

Luke Odom

San Luis Valley
Regional FMO

Phil Daniels

SW
Regional FMO

TBD

West Area
FMO

Steve Ellis

Deputy Chief
Wildland Fire
Operations

Acting- Vaughn Jones

FEPP
Engines

(GSA Equip)

State
Engines

Equipment
Shop

Deputy Chief
Wildland Fire
Equipment

Sergio Lopes

Fire Aviation
Program

Prescribed Fire
Program

Deputy Chief
Wildland Fire
Preparedness
Jane Lopez

Wildland Fire
Management
Section Chief

Acting- Rocco Snart
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FIRE LEADERSHIP CHALLENGE 2012 

Division of  Fire Prevention & Control 
Fire Management Regions 



 

What Makes a Wildfire? 
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In order for a fire to occur,  
three things must be present: 
• Enough oxygen to sustain combustion. 
 
• Enough heat to raise the material to 
 its ignition temperature. 
 
• Some sort of fuel or combustible 
 material. 

 
• All three elements must be present 
 at the same time to have a fire. Fire 
 will burn until one or more of the 
 elements is removed. 



 

What Makes a Wildfire? 
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Fuels 
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Drought Effects on Fire Behavior 
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• Crowning- 
 Lower Fuel Moisture 
  

• Spotting 
 Increased Ignition Potential 
 

• Extended Burning Periods 
 

• Higher Intensities- 
 Soil Damage 

 



 

Drought Effects on Fire Behavior 
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Noon 4/16/2013 
Fort Collins, CO 



Outlooks 
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Outlooks 
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Outlooks 

COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 

Rocky Mountain: Normal significant wildland fire potential is expected across the Rocky Mountain 
Area except for areas of  normal to above normal conditions across southern Colorado from May 
into July. Long-term drought was still evident across much of  the Area.  
 
However, precipitation over the last month reduced drought severity slightly. Snowpack was below 
normal across Colorado, Wyoming and southwestern South Dakota. Forecasts for early April point 
toward an active weather pattern for the Rocky Mountain Area.  
 
Long-range predictors for late April through May suggest conditions near to slightly below normal 
for precipitation and near normal for temperatures.  
 
June and July forecasts indicate drier and warmer than normal conditions, especially during June. 
Although recent precipitation along with areas of  snow cover reduced fire activity in late March, it 
is not unusual for occasional warm, dry and breezy conditions to result some short-term fire 
activity in April.  
 
Generally warmer and drier conditions are expected mainly during June for the Area, with fire 
potential to be at least normal by the core fire season of  late May and continuing through June into 
early July.  



 

Today’s Fire Danger Class 
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Got Drought? 
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Questions? 
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