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TO: Colorado Water Conservation Board Members  
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 Water Supply Planning Section 

 

DATE: March 8, 2013 

 

SUBJECT: Agenda Item 13, March 19-20, 2013 Board Meeting  

WSRA Applications for Basin Funds 

 

Staff Recommendation 

A summary of staff’s recommendation for each WSRA application is provided in the attached 

table.  The table also includes a breakdown down of match amounts for applications that include 

a request for statewide WSRA funds.  For clarity, the table includes all WSRA requests to be 

considered at this meeting: 

 

 Agenda Item 13 – WSRA Applications for Basin Funds 

 Agenda Item 14 – WSRA Applications for Statewide and Basin Funds 

 Agenda Item 17 – CWCB Loan and WSRA Applications 

 

Favorable recommendations may be contingent on providing the CWCB with additional 

information, clarifications, or modifications in the scope of work.  Please refer to the Water 

Activity Summary Sheets contained within this agenda item to find a summary of staff’s review 

and any conditions associated with each recommendation.   

 

Background 

For this agenda item the Board is provided with a brief overview of applications to the Water Supply 

Reserve Account (WSRA).  Attachments to this memo include: 

• Summary spreadsheet detailing funding requests for the basin and statewide accounts; 

• Water Activity Summary Sheets which provide an overview, discussion, issues/additional 

needs, and staff recommendation regarding funding, partial funding, or not funding the 

applications; and  

• Copies of the full applications, Basin Roundtable approval letters and any supporting 

documentation provided by the applicants. 

 

Staff’s review of the applications involves the following steps: 

1) Applications are reviewed for completeness based on the information requirements, which 

are primarily outlined in Part 2 of the Criteria and Guidelines (C&G). 

2) Applications are reviewed to verify that the water activity meets the eligibility requirements 

in Section 39-29-108 (III) C.R.S. (C&G, Part 2) and the threshold criteria, which are based 
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on the requirements of Section 39-29-108 (III) C.R.S., and two sections of the Water for the 

21st Century Act (House Bill 1177); Section 37-75-102 and Section 37-75-104(2)(c) (C&G, 

Part 3). Staff also verify that the applicant was an eligible entity to receive funding (C&G, 

Part 2). 

3) Staff then prepares the Water Activity Summary Sheet which documents the outcome of the 

review process and contains staff’s recommendations. 

 

Water Supply Reserve Account Balance Summary and Project Status Report 

To provide the Board updates on the status of specific Water Supply Reserve Account grant 

applications and projects, staff provides a status report in the CWCB Director’s Report.  The WSRA 

status report includes the following information:   

 List of completed WSRA projects; 

 List of WSRA projects in progress; and  

 List of WSRA projects in the contracting and procurement process. 



Water Supply Reserve Account Applications for Consideration at the CWCB March 2013 Board Meeting

Agenda Item 13 - WSRA Applications for Basin Funds

Agenda 

Item Basin Applicant Name of Water Activity

Basin 

Account 

Request

Statewide 

Account 

Request

Total 

Request

Cash 

Match

In-Kind 

Match

Total 

Match

Staff 

Project 

Manager

Summary of Staff 

Recommendation
Notes

13.a Arkansas  Colorado Water Institute

Agricultural Economics and Water Resources: 

Methods, Metrics and Models – A Specialty 

Workshop

$9,746 $0 $9,746 N/A N/A N/A Todd Full Funding

13.b Colorado  

Grace and Shehi Ditch 

Owners Mr. William 

Grange

Grace and Shehi Diversion Rehabilitation 

Project (Phase I & II - Alternatives Evaluation & 

Detailed Design)

$40,500 $0 $40,500 N/A N/A N/A Jacob Full Funding

13.c Rio Grande  

Rio Grande Watershed 

Conservation & 

Education Initiative

Value of Water: The Rio Grande Basin 

"Narrowing the Gap" for Colorado's Water 

Future

$23,500 $0 $23,500 N/A N/A N/A Jacob Full Funding

13.d South Platte
Colorado Division of 

Water Resources
Data Logger Installation Project $89,205 $0 $89,205 N/A N/A N/A Greg Full Funding

13.e Southwest
Animas Consolidated 

Ditch Company

Animas River Diversion Headgate Monitoring 

Study
$14,500 $0 $14,500 N/A N/A N/A Jacob Full Funding

13.f Arkansas
Arkansas Groundwater 

Users Association

A Multi-Media Program for Reporting Crop and 

Turf Water Use Estimates from the Colorado 

Agricultural Meteorological Network 

(CoAgMet)

$46,971 $0 $46,971 Todd
Approval of Requested Change 

of Fiscal Agent

CHANGE OF FISCAL AGENT TO 

EXISTING PROJECT (former fiscal 

agent: Arkansas Groundwater Users 

Association)

$177,451 $0 $177,451

Agenda Item 14 - WSRA Applications for Statewide and Basin Funds

14.a Arkansas  

Southeastern Colorado 

Water Conservancy 

District

Arkansas River Basin Study $59,600 $238,400 $298,000 $0 $0 $0 Todd Full Funding

14.b Arkansas  

Fountain Creek 

Watershed Flood Control 

and Greenway District

Fountain Creek Bank Restoration at the Frost 

Ranch
$30,000 $75,000 $105,000 $45,300 $38,800 $84,100 Chris Full Funding

Match from Colorado Springs Utilities, 

Fountain Creek Watershed Flood 

Control and Greenway District, and 

Frost Livestock Company

14.c Gunnison  
Lake Fork Water 

Conservancy District

Henson Creek and Lake Fork Confluence 

Channel Improvement
$28,975 $260,111 $289,086 $244,741 $51,210 $295,951 Chris Full Funding

Match from CWCB Watershed 

Restoration, NPS 319, GOCO, LFVC, 

and LFVC In-Kind

14.d Gunnison  Colorado Open Lands
Lake San Cristobal Inlet Preservation and 

Fishing Access
$16,700 $150,300 $167,000 $873,000 $810,800 $1,683,800 Todd Full Funding

Match from GOCO, CPW, donated 

conservation easement, and other In-

14.e Rio Grande  
The Mogote-

Northeastern 

Consolidated Ditch 

Quantifying Mogote/Romero Flows & Effects on 

the Conejos System
$16,700 $268,300 $285,000 $67,850 $27,500 $95,350 Greg Full Funding

Match from CWCD, water users, and 

NRCS (In-Kind)

14.f Rio Grande  

La Acequia del Cerro 

(The Cerro Ditch 

Company)

Rehabilitation and Ditch Lining $25,000 $425,000 $450,000 $60,000 $223,105 $283,105 Greg  

Approval of Basin Fund 

Request, Denial of Statewide 

Request

Match from Costilla Cty Conservation 

District, NRCS (In-Kind), Costilla Cty, 

and Applicant

14.g Rio Grande  
Sangre de Cristo Acequia 

Association

Culebra Watershed Vallejos Ditch Headgate 

Replacement
$10,000 $90,000 $100,000 $3,600 $12,500 $16,100 Greg Full Funding

Match from Applicant, Costilla 

Conservancy District, NRCS, & Vallejos

14.h South Platte Ducks Unlimited, Inc. Prewitt Reservoir Wetland Partnership $45,414 $45,414 $90,828 $292,928 $0 $292,928 Todd Full Funding
Match from CPW, NWCA, Playa Lakes 

Joint Venture, and Prewitt Ranch

14.i Yampa/White  
Routt County 

Conservation District
Armstrong Creek Restoration $15,000 $35,000 $50,000 $30,000 $72,000 $102,000 Chris Full Funding

Match from Applicant, CPW, TU, and 

USFS

$247,389 $1,587,525 $1,834,914

Agenda Item 17 - CWCB Loan and WSRA Applications

17.a Arkansas  Ordway Cattle Feeders
Ordway Cattle Feeders Water Line Extension, 

Phase II
$50,000 $225,000 $275,000 $606,404 $0 $606,404 Anna Full Funding

Match from Applicant, LAVWCD, and 

Crowley Cty.  CWCB Loan = $2,500,000

17.b Rio Grande  
Santa Maria Reservoir 

Company

Santa Maria Reservoir Siphon & Canal System 

Rehabilitation
$23,000 $440,750 $463,750 $139,125 $0 $139,125 Anna Full Funding CWCB Loan = $1,405,163

17.c Gunnison  Town of Ridgway
Town of Ridgway Lake Otonowanda 

Renovation Project
$60,000 $540,000.00 $600,000 Kirk

Approval of Requested Change 

to Scope

CHANGE OF SCOPE TO EXISTING 

PROJECT (land acquisition for larger 

reservoir enlargement)

$73,000 $665,750 $738,750

Water Supply Reserve Account Total March Requests $497,840 $2,253,275 $2,751,115
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COLORADO WATER CONSERVATION BOARD

Water Supply Reserve Account - Balance Summary
February 1, 2013

Fund Appropriation and Receipts

Fiscal Year

Legislative 

Appropriation Funds Received

Statewide 

Account Basin Account

2006/2007 $10,000,000 $10,000,000 $5,500,000 $4,500,000 

2007/2008 $6,000,000 $6,000,000 $4,200,000 $1,800,000 

2008/2009 $10,000,000 $7,000,000 $4,300,000 $2,700,000 

2009/2010 $5,775,000 $5,775,000 $4,215,750 $1,559,250 

2010/2011 $6,000,000 $6,000,000 $4,380,000 $1,620,000 

2011/2012 $7,000,000 $7,000,000 $4,732,000 $2,268,000 

2012/2013 $10,000,000 $3,606,275 $2,308,016 $1,298,259 

Interest N/A $2,334,459 $2,334,459 $0 

TOTAL $44,775,000 $47,715,734 $31,970,225 $15,745,509 

Note:  The WSRA is a Severance Tax "Tier II" program with 40% of funds distributed on July 1, 30% on January 1, and the final 30% on April 1. 

     In FY 2008/2009 the final 30% installment of $3,000,000 was not received due to the State's budgetary shortfall.

    In January 2012 interest for the program from its inception to date was credited directly to the Statewide Account.

          Interest from January 2012 on is regularly calculated by the Treasury and credited to the Statewide Account.

Fund Distribution

Basin

Approved Basin 

Grants

Total Basin 

Funds

Basin Account 

Balance

Approved State 

Grants

Statewide 

Account Balance

Arkansas $1,460,967 $1,749,501 $288,534 $4,692,525 

Colorado $1,388,330 $1,749,501 $361,171 $3,741,036 

Southwest $1,451,846 $1,749,501 $297,655 $5,038,306 

Gunnison $1,362,322 $1,749,501 $387,179 $2,231,913 

Metro $1,264,929 $1,749,501 $484,572 $2,225,268 

North Platte $1,150,077 $1,749,501 $599,424 $311,027 

Rio Grande $1,555,166 $1,749,501 $194,335 $6,590,223 

South Platte $1,200,857 $1,749,501 $548,644 $2,550,566 

Yampa/White $1,193,874 $1,749,501 $555,627 $431,813 

TOTAL $12,028,369 $15,745,509 $3,717,140 $27,812,676 $4,157,549 

TOTAL APPROVED GRANTS $39,841,045 

Note:  Only includes grants approved by CWCB
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Water Supply Reserve Account – Grant and Loan Program 

Water Activity Summary Sheet 

Agenda Item 13.a  

 

Applicant:  Colorado Water Institute 

Water Activity Name: Agricultural Economics and Water Resources: Methods, Metrics and Models – A 

Specialty Workshop 

Water Activity Purpose:  Education 

County:  All  

River Basin: Arkansas 

Water Source:  Arkansas  

Amount Requested:  $9,746 (Arkansas Basin Account) 

Matching Funds: $2,154 (in-kind/salary match) 

Staff Recommendation 

Staff recommends approval of up to $9,746 from the Arkansas Basin Account to fund the Agricultural 

Economics and Water Resources: Methods, Metrics and Models – A Specialty Workshop 

   

 

Water Activity Summary:  

The project will convene a Specialty Workshop in Colorado Springs, CO to gather experts on the subject of 

Agricultural Economics and Water Resources.  The venue for the Workshop will most likely be at the 

University of Colorado in Colorado Springs.  Experts will be paid travel expenses and an honorarium for their 

participation.  Particular attention will be paid to the presentation of methods, metrics, and models for valuing 

agriculture and its relationship to water supplies, both consumptive and non-consumptive. 

 

The Specialty Workshop will be formal in nature.   The Colorado Water Institute will research prominent 

experts in the field of Agricultural and Resource Economics.  The most notable of these experts will be invited 

on the basis of their interest and potential contribution to an “informed dialogue” on the manner by which 

agriculture can be assessed in terms of its value within a basin-wide, regional, or state economy.   

The two basic groups of questions to be considered at the workshop are: 

 

1. How do we talk about the economics of agriculture?  Is there a conventional dialogue that can be used to 

maintain an informed discussion on this subject?  What are the available metrics and methods that exist in 

the body of research on this topic? 

2. How do we translate metrics and methods into a model that relates agriculture’s value to larger statewide 

economy?  How do these metrics and methods help us understand the economic relationship between 

agriculture and water resources? 

 

The Specialty Workshop will be moderated by faculty at the Colorado State University Department of 

Agricultural and Resource Economics (Prof. James Pritchett and/or Prof. Chris Goemans).  A moderated “long-

panel” format is suggested for the workshop.  The program structure will be designed to maximize interaction 

with the panelists.    The project deliverable will be a Proceedings Document available from the Colorado Water 

Institute in *.pdf format.  The event is expected to be presented in June of 2013. 
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Threshold  Criteria 

The application meets all four Threshold Criteria.   

 

Discussion: 

Staff is supportive of this effort and believes that it can help inform the CWCB’s efforts in the SWSI 2016 

update, especially as it relates to defining Colorado’s “Agricultural Gap”.  The CWCB’s Water Supply 

Planning section is currently working directly with the Colorado Water Institute regarding ag valuation and 

requests that the staff be involved in the planning of this workshop.   

 

Issues/Additional Needs: 

Please include CWCB staff in the planning of the workshop. 

   

Staff Recommendation:  

Staff recommends approval of up to $9,746 from the Arkansas Basin Account to fund the Agricultural 

Economics and Water Resources: Methods, Metrics and Models – A Specialty Workshop.  This approval is 

contingent upon the applicant addressing the issues identified in the Issues/Additional Needs of this 

summary sheet.   

 

All products, data and information developed as a result of this grant must be provided to the CWCB in hard 

copy and electronic format as part of the project documentation.  This information will in turn be made 

widely available to Basin Roundtables and the general public and will help promote the development of a 

common technical platform.  In accordance with the revised WSRA Criteria and Guidelines, staff would like 

to highlight additional reporting and final deliverable requirements.  The specific requirements are provided 

below. 

 

Reporting and Final Deliverable:  The applicant shall provide the CWCB a progress report every 6 

months, beginning from the date of the executed contract.  The progress report shall describe the completion 

or partial completion of the tasks identified in the scope of work including a description of any major issues 

that have occurred and any corrective action taken to address these issues.  At completion of the project, the 

applicant shall provide the CWCB a final report that summarizes the project and documents how the project 

was completed.  This report may contain photographs, summaries of meetings and engineering 

reports/designs. 

 

Engineering:  All engineering work (as defined in the Engineers Practice Act (§12-25-102(10) C.R.S.)) 

performed under this grant shall be performed by or under the responsible charge of professional engineer 

licensed by the State of Colorado to practice Engineering.  
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Water Supply Reserve Account – Grant and Loan Program 

Water Activity Summary Sheet 

Agenda Item 13.b 

 

Applicant:  Grace and Shehi Ditch Owner, Mr. William Grange 

Water Activity Name:  Grace and Shehi Diversion Rehabilitation Project (Phase I & II – Alternatives Evaluation 

& Detailed Design) 

Water Activity Purpose:  Agricultural 

County:  Pitkin 

River Basin:  Colorado River Basin 

Water Source: Roaring Fork River   

Amount Requested:  $40,500 (Colorado Basin Account) 

Matching Funds:  $16,277 

Staff Recommendation 

Staff recommends approval of $40,500 from the Colorado Basin Account to 1) determine which alternative best 

meets the identified goals of the application and 2) conduct project design.    

 

Water Activity Summary:  

As stated by the Colorado Basin Roundtable’s grant review committee, the project, once implemented, could 

improve 20 linear feet of the Roaring Fork River; improve 5 linear feet of pipe/canal; improve recreational boat 

passage; eliminate debris build up with improved diversion; improve fish passage with improved diversion; and 

improve measurement of volume of water delivered to the ditch.  

According to the applicant, the selected alternative will be ranked based on the ability to meet the following 

project goals: 

 Reliable delivery of Grace and Shehi Ditch’s allocated water 

 Maximize the operational convenience and flexibility 

 Be cost-effective 

 Be technically appropriate 

 Maintain or enhance the existing natural view-shed of the river at the point of diversion 

 Minimize debris buildup within the Roaring Fork River channel in the vicinity of the diversion 

 Provide recreation boat passage in the vicinity of the diversion 

 Minimize sediment erosion within the main channel as well as near the diversion 

 Facilitate fish passage in the vicinity of the structure 

The improved grade control structure and head gate would assist in the delivery of water to eight water owners, 

including agricultural ranches, a golf course (Roaring Fork Club), Basalt Water Conservancy District, Town of Basalt, 

and a school district (RE-1). The decreed amount is 20.74 cfs.  

 

Threshold and Evaluation Criteria 

The application meets all four Threshold Criteria.   

 

Funding Overview 

The applicant is providing matching funds equivalent to 40% of the grant request. 
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Discussion: 

The initial application requested $54,000 from basin funds and $2,777 in match. After discussion at the roundtable, the 

total grant request was reduced and match increased. The application includes a support letter from Pitkin County’s 

Health Rivers and Stream Program.  

 

Issues/Additional Needs: 

Staff requests that prior to commencing work on Phase II (design), that the results of Phase I (alternatives analysis) are 

reviewed by staff or presented to the Colorado Basin Roundtable.  

 

Staff Recommendation:  

Staff recommends approval of $40,500 from the Colorado Basin Account to 1) determine which alternative best 

meets the identified goals of the application and 2) conduct project design.    
 

All products, data and information developed as a result of this grant must be provided to the CWCB in hard copy and 

electronic format as part of the project documentation.  This information will in turn be made widely available to Basin 

Roundtables and the general public and will help promote the development of a common technical platform.  In 

accordance with the revised WSRA Criteria and Guidelines, staff would like to highlight additional reporting and final 

deliverable requirements.  The specific requirements are provided below. 

 

Reporting and Final Deliverable:  The applicant shall provide the CWCB a progress report every 6 months, 

beginning from the date of the executed contract.  The progress report shall describe the completion or partial 

completion of the tasks identified in the scope of work including a description of any major issues that have occurred 

and any corrective action taken to address these issues.  At completion of the project, the applicant shall provide the 

CWCB a final report that summarizes the project and documents how the project was completed.  This report may 

contain photographs, summaries of meetings and engineering reports/designs. 

 

Engineering:  All engineering work (as defined in the Engineers Practice Act (§12-25-102(10) C.R.S.)) performed 

under this grant shall be performed by or under the responsible charge of professional engineer licensed by the State of 

Colorado to practice Engineering.  

 

Location Map: 
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Water Supply Reserve Account – Grant and Loan Program 

Water Activity Summary Sheet 

Agenda Item 13.c 

 

Applicant:  Rio Grande Watershed Conservation & Education Initiative 

Water Activity Name:  The Rio Grande Basin “Narrowing the Gap” for Colorado’s Water Future 

Water Activity Purpose: Education & Outreach (nonstructural)  

County:  Saguache, Rio Grande, Conejos, Alamosa, Costilla 

River Basin:  Rio Grande 

Water Source:  N/A 

Amount Requested:  $23,500 (Basin Account) 

Matching Funds:  220% of the grant request - $51,668 ($24,450 cash match, $27,218 in-kind) 

Staff Recommendation 

Staff recommends approval of the applicant’s request of $23,500 from the Rio Grande Basin Account for the purposes 

of roundtable and IBCC related education and outreach, on the condition that the applicant works with staff to clarify 

some aspects of the scope of work related to the “Value of Water” and water leaders. 

 

Water Activity Summary:  

The application builds on previous work conducted in the Rio Grande during Water 2012 and the work of the 

IBCCs Public Education, Participation, and Outreach work group. As stated in the application, the project has the 

following objectives.  

1. Build on Water 2012 Efforts to educate citizens of the Rio Grande Basin through print, radio, and public 

events. 

2. We have a stakeholder driven process in the Rio Grande Basin that aligns itself with the IBCC “Value of 

Water” Goals. 

3. The Rio Grande Basin’s outreach and education program aligns itself with the IBCC’s Consensus 

Messages to communicate a clear water message about Colorado’s water future.  

4. The Rio Grande Basin’s communication portfolio of solutions incorporates water from conservation, 

reuse, agricultural to municipal transfers, and the development of new supplies to minimize the impact to 

agriculture, the environment, and recreation. 

5. The communication tools within the basin will demonstrate that supporting agriculture, environmental, 

and recreational projects can be multi-purpose, meeting more than one need. 
 

This is the third application by the Rio Grande Watershed Conservation and Education Initiative.  

 

Threshold and Evaluation Criteria 

The application meets all four Threshold Criteria.   

 

Funding Overview 

The applicant’s cash and in-kind match are more than two times the grant request.  

 

Discussion: 

HB 05-1177 (37-75-104) indicates that each basin roundtable has powers and responsibilities that include the 

following: 

“(c) …. Basin roundtables shall actively seek the input and advice of affected local governments, water 

providers, and other interested stakeholders and persons in establishing its needs assessment, and shall propose 

projects or methods for meeting those needs. 
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“(d) Serve as a forum for education and debate regarding methods for meeting water supply needs; and  

“(e) As needed, establish roundtable subcommittees or other mechanisms to facilitate dialogue and resolution 

of issues and conflicts within the basin.” 

These items are a focus of this application. The educational activities will be used to: 

 Disseminate the IBCC’s consensus messages to Rio Grande citizens,  

 Get community members involved in a “narrowing the gap” club,  

 Tour WSRA projects in the basin which focus on basin issues,  

 Publish 24 stories on consumptive and nonconsumptive uses and other topics,  

 Develop a “pull-out” for the weekly newspaper about water, reaching 11,000 readers 

 Coordinate 12 radio interviews on consumptive and nonconsumptive needs in the basin, reaching 60,000 

listeners a month, and  

 A Rio Grande course for 20 water leaders. 

Staff worked closely with the applicant, who has found match dollars to pay for tasks not directly associated with (c), 

(d), and (e) above.  The applicant has articulated how each task seeking WSRA funding relates to the Basin 

Roundtable activities, and has outlined discreet deliverables for each task. 

Staff also worked closely with the applicant concerning the “Value of Water” efforts to ensure the tasks proposed in 

this grant fit within and do not duplicate planned activities or further confuse the “Value of Water.  Further work with 

the applicant is required on this topic regarding language, but the tasks themselves do not duplicate planned activities.  

There is also concern about the use of the term “Water Leaders,” which is a Colorado Foundation for Water Education 

program. 

The previous two grants to the Rio Grande Watershed Conservation & Education Initiative were successfully 

completed. 

 

Issues/Additional Needs: 

The applicant has agreed to work with staff to clarify aspects of the scope of work related to “Value of Water” and 

water leaders. 

 

Staff Recommendation:  

Staff recommends approval of the applicant’s request of $23,500 from the Rio Grande Basin Account for the purposes 

of roundtable and IBCC related education and outreach, on the condition that the applicant works with staff to clarify 

some aspects of the scope of work related to the “Value of Water” and water leaders. 

 

 

All products, data and information developed as a result of this grant must be provided to the CWCB in hard copy and 

electronic format as part of the project documentation.  This information will in turn be made widely available to Basin 

Roundtables and the general public and will help promote the development of a common technical platform.  In 

accordance with the revised WSRA Criteria and Guidelines, staff would like to highlight additional reporting and final 

deliverable requirements.  The specific requirements are provided below. 

 

Reporting and Final Deliverable:  The applicant shall provide the CWCB a progress report every 6 months, 

beginning from the date of the executed contract.  The progress report shall describe the completion or partial 

completion of the tasks identified in the scope of work including a description of any major issues that have occurred 

and any corrective action taken to address these issues.  At completion of the project, the applicant shall provide the 

CWCB a final report that summarizes the project and documents how the project was completed.  This report may 

contain photographs, summaries of meetings and engineering reports/designs. 

 

Engineering:  All engineering work (as defined in the Engineers Practice Act (§12-25-102(10) C.R.S.)) performed 

under this grant shall be performed by or under the responsible charge of professional engineer licensed by the State of 

Colorado to practice Engineering.  



Water Supply Reserve Account – Grant and Loan Program 
Water Activity Summary Sheet 

Agenda Item 13.d 
 
Applicant:  Colorado Division of Water Resources 

Water Activity Name:  Data Logger Installation Project, South Platte River Basin 

Water Activity Purpose:  Non-structural consumptive water project 

County:  Multiple 

River Basin:  South Platte 

Water Source:  South Platte 

Amount Requested:  $89,205 (South Platte Basin Account) 

Matching Funds:  In-Kind (installation of all equipment provided by DWR and participating ditch companies) 

Staff Recommendation 

Staff recommends approval of up to $89,205 from the South Platte Basin Account to help complete the project 
titled: Data Logger Installation Project, South Platte River Basin.   
 
Water Activity Summary:  
This project would enable the installation of stage discharge data loggers on 66 diversion structures and return 
flow augmentation structures on 44 different ditch systems.   WSRA funds would be used for purchasing the 
equipment with all installation and ongoing operational costs borne by the applicant and participating ditch 
companies. 
 
The principle focus will be on structures on the main stem of the South Platte downstream of Denver (Districts 2, 
1, and 64); and in those districts tributary to the South Platte, including District 7 (Clear Creek), District 6 
(Boulder Creek), and District 3 (Cache la Poudre ).  Data loggers and telemetry have already been successfully 
installed on most major diversion structures downstream of Denver in a prior cooperative program between 
Northern Water, LSPWCD, SVLHWCD and DWR, partially funded by previous WSRA requests in the amount 
of $48,800 and $46,000.  This WSRA application is a continuation of the project started with this previous 
funding. 
 
Purchased equipment will be installed in coordination with the various water users (Ditch Companies, 
Augmentation Plans and Municipalities) by DWR. This in-kind contribution will include the purchase of a 12-
volt cell battery ($75) by the appropriate water user and assistance with installation and programming by DWR if 
needed (usually no more than 1 hour per site).  There are several sites where the water user will be installing new 
infrastructure to accommodate the data loggers, with costs ranging from $700 - $10,000.  In addition, DWR will 
work with the respective Water Commissioners to display data on the DWR FTP site as requested by water users.   
 
Data loggers allow for continuous flow information for water users and water administrators allowing for more 
efficient use of administrative staff resources.  The proposed project will provide an excellent complement to the 
State's existing diversion and stream gage satellite program.  It is also complimentary to the work being done for 
the Colorado Decision Support System to obtain better flow and diversion data as well and for the Alluvial 
Aquifer Accretion/Depletion Analysis Tool (AAADAT) program which received WSRA funds.   
 
While the installation of this equipment will help with administration through more timely availability of 
information on all diversions, the primary benefit of this grant will be to eliminate the workload of ditch users and 
water commissioners to break down charts.  In addition, it would allow flexibility in administration by not 
requiring users to change a chart on an eight day schedule.   



 
The data loggers allow near real time accounting to occur for augmentation of wells and diversions. This is 
extremely critical in the case of augmentation as real time information is necessary to determine recharge and 
direct flow credits to assure there is not an injury to senior water rights.   
 
In summary, maximizing the use of existing supplies within the basin for decreed purposes with existing 
infrastructure is the first step in meeting the future needs of users along the South Platte and its tributaries. The 
increase in the use of data loggers has improved administration, allowing DWR staff to spend more time 
administering water rights and less time breaking down charts.   
 
Threshold and Evaluation Criteria 
The application meets all four Threshold Criteria.   
 
Funding Overview 
The applicant and numerous partnering ditch companies are providing substantial in-kind by installing and operating 
all data loggers in perpetuity. 
 
Discussion: 
Assisting in the funding of real-time data loggers and telemetry will facilitate the maximum use of waters in the 
basin.  Namely, this technology will allow for the optimization of the resource, streamlining the record keeping 
process, providing for more precise and accurate records and providing for a more transparent environment where 
water users are able to verify when and how much other water users are diverting.  Considering the intense 
competition of water in the South Platte River, every effort should be made to encourage wise and efficient use of 
the resource and this technology is a simple means to achieve that goal. 
 
Issues/Additional Needs: 
No issues have been identified. 
 
Staff Recommendation:  
Staff recommends approval of up to $89,205 from the South Platte Basin Account to help complete the project 
titled: Data Logger Installation Project, South Platte River Basin. 
 
All products, data and information developed as a result of this grant must be provided to the CWCB in hard copy and 
electronic format as part of the project documentation.  This information will in turn be made widely available to Basin 
Roundtables and the general public and will help promote the development of a common technical platform.  In 
accordance with the revised WSRA Criteria and Guidelines, staff would like to highlight additional reporting and final 
deliverable requirements.  The specific requirements are provided below. 
 
Reporting and Final Deliverable:  The applicant shall provide the CWCB a progress report every 6 months, 
beginning from the date of the executed contract.  The progress report shall describe the completion or partial 
completion of the tasks identified in the scope of work including a description of any major issues that have occurred 
and any corrective action taken to address these issues.  At completion of the project, the applicant shall provide the 
CWCB a final report that summarizes the project and documents how the project was completed.  This report may 
contain photographs, summaries of meetings and engineering reports/designs. 
 
Engineering:  All engineering work (as defined in the Engineers Practice Act (§12-25-102(10) C.R.S.)) performed 
under this grant shall be performed by or under the responsible charge of professional engineer licensed by the State of 
Colorado to practice Engineering.  



Water Supply Reserve Account – Grant and Loan Program 
Water Activity Summary Sheet 

Agenda Item 13.e 
 
Applicant:  Animas Consolidated Ditch Company 

Water Activity Name:  Animas River Diversion Headgate Monitoring Study 

Water Activity Purpose:  Agricultural Study 

County:  La Plata 

River Basin:  Southwest Basin Roundtable 

Water Source:  Animas River 

Amount Requested:  $14,500 (Southwest Basin Account) 

Matching Funds: $4,000 cash match (28% of the grant request)   

Staff Recommendation 

Staff recommends approval of up to $14,500 from the Southwest Basin Account for the purposes of monitoring 
headcutting impacts.    
 
Water Activity Summary:  
The Animas Consolidated Ditch company is heading a coalition of five ditch companies located in the Animas River 
Valley. These ditch companies irrigate approximately 3,000 acres on both sides of the river. 

As stated by the applicant, the objectives are to “install control points along a specific river stream section, delineate 
river cross sections, collect and analyze data. The data collection shall be made available for future studies to evalueate 
potential changes in the Animas River.” 

According the roundtable’s letter of approval, the study complements both consumptive and nonconsumptive IPPs 
related to the animas river. The permanent control points will be established into the riparian habitat in a ½ mile 
section of the Animas River that includes points of diversion for 98% of the beneficial use of the Animas water from 
Baker’s Bridge to Durango. The control points will be used to compare head-cutting resulting from past gravel mining 
to data collected in 1981 and monitor change going forward. Should structural correction be required to maintain the 
capability for continued diversions, the survey will provide information needed to design corrections.  
 
Threshold and Evaluation Criteria 
The application meets all four Threshold Criteria.   
 
Funding Overview 
The applicant and its partners are providing matching cash funds of $4,000. 
 
Discussion: 
No additional discussion is needed. 
 
Issues/Additional Needs: 
No additional issues or needs were identified. 
 
Staff Recommendation:  
Staff recommends approval of up to $14,500 from the Southwest Basin Account for the purposes of monitoring 
headcutting impacts.    
 
 



All products, data and information developed as a result of this grant must be provided to the CWCB in hard copy and 
electronic format as part of the project documentation.  This information will in turn be made widely available to Basin 
Roundtables and the general public and will help promote the development of a common technical platform.  In 
accordance with the revised WSRA Criteria and Guidelines, staff would like to highlight additional reporting and final 
deliverable requirements.  The specific requirements are provided below. 
 
Reporting and Final Deliverable:  The applicant shall provide the CWCB a progress report every 6 months, 
beginning from the date of the executed contract.  The progress report shall describe the completion or partial 
completion of the tasks identified in the scope of work including a description of any major issues that have occurred 
and any corrective action taken to address these issues.  At completion of the project, the applicant shall provide the 
CWCB a final report that summarizes the project and documents how the project was completed.  This report may 
contain photographs, summaries of meetings and engineering reports/designs. 
 
Engineering:  All engineering work (as defined in the Engineers Practice Act (§12-25-102(10) C.R.S.)) performed 
under this grant shall be performed by or under the responsible charge of professional engineer licensed by the State of 
Colorado to practice Engineering.  

Location Map: 
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