A MESSAGE FROMTHE SOUTH PLATTE BASIN ROUNDTABLE

COLORADO WATER FORTHE 21ST CENTURY

Water is one of Colorado’s most valuable assets. Its use provides for the
economic benefits from recreation, tourism, a top agricultural industry,
and sustains important ecosystems and great communities in which to live,

work and play.

However, water is a limited resource
that requires responsible manage-
ment and planning to ensure avail-
ability for all aspects of the statewide
economy. Because the population in
the South Platte Basin alone is ex-
pected to almost double by 2050,
the demand for water to meet these
many needs will increase proportion-
ately. With demand outpacing sup-
ply a potential problem exists.

Cities continue to look to purchase
water from irrigated lands as an eco-
nomical and fast approach to en-
sure certainty in water supply. If this
trend continues, it’s predicted that up
to 40% of the irrigated acres in this
basin will be dried up by 2050. Cur-
rently, the South Platte River benefits
from Denver Metro’s water treatment
effluent.  Many Denver area water
providers have plans to reuse much
of this water, which will reduce the
flows in the river currently relied
upon by downstream users and the
environment.

The good news is that by working
together and taking action now, we
can appropriately plan and manage
water use in the South Platte Basin.

Moving forward quickly on planned
water projects and developing other

new supplies and storage is one way
to assure our future water supplies.
Implementing these and other al-
ternatives to permanent agriculture
dry up will secure both food security
and a healthy economy. Increased
water conservation strategies can be
achieved through education, willing
participation, and changes in how
we each use water. However, water
conservation by itself is not enough
to solve the problem.

There will have to be compromise
and tradeoffs. Municipal and Indus-
trial, Agricultural, Environmental and
Recreational users can thrive, as long
as each stakeholder group is willing
to participate in open discussion and
is prepared to work towards produc-
tive solutions that involve both ben-
efits, and trade-offs to all.

The nine Basin Roundtables and the
Interbasin Compact Committee were
created with these ideals in mind.
The Roundtables provide a neu-
tral environment for discussion and
work towards solutions for each ba-
sin’s unique concerns. All interested
citizens are encouraged to attend
the meetings and participate in the
process of finding the most effective
ways to preserve and protect one of
our most valuable assets.

SOUTH PLATTE
ROUNDTABLE

Water is one of Colorado’s most valuable assets.

Its use provides for the economic benefits from

recreation, tourism, a top agricultural industry,
and sustains important ecosystems and great
communities in which to live, work and play.
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