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July 26, 2012 
 
Greg Johnson 
COLORADO WATER CONSERVATION BOARD 
1580 Logan Street, Suite 600 
Denver, CO   80203 
 
Dear Greg: 
 
The Colorado Basin Roundtable voted at its July 23, 2012, meeting to approve six grant 
requests and forward them to the CWCB staff and board for consideration. 
 
Five of  the grants address  the Roundtable  initiative  to  implement  short‐term projects 
and methods  to  address  nonconsumptive  needs.  Earlier  this  year,  the CBRT  set  up  a 
workshop to recruit interest in nonconsumptive projects. Five applications emerged for 
Water Supply Reserve Account potential funding. They are: 
 

- Grand County RICD Project. The vote was 18‐0  in  favor with  two abstentions. 
The abstentions  related  to  conflicts of  interest. The  request  is  for $100,000  in 
Basin Funds and $400,000 in Statewide Funds. The CBRT believes this project on 
the  Colorado  River  will  solidify  the  recreational  values  enjoyed  at  the 
Pumphouse  segment  of  the  Colorado  River,  a  benefit  to  the  Basin  and  all  of 
Colorado.  Our  funding  would  be  directed  at  in‐river  work. 
 

- Grand  Valley  Riparian  Restoration  Collaborative  Project/Tamarisk  Coalition. 
The vote was 20‐0. The  request  is  for $42,726  in Basin Funds and $207,274  in 
Statewide Funds. Funding would assist  in tamarisk and Russian olive removal as 
well as work on  invasive weeds. Money would also be directed at revegetation. 
Phreatophyte control is a local and statewide priority in water management and 
in  restoring  environmental  integrity  in  important  riparian  zones. 
 

- Tenmile Creek Restoration Project/Blue River Watershed Group. The vote was 
19‐1 in favor. The dissent questioned a “clear need” for the project. The request 
is $17,500  in Basin Funds and $332,500  in Statewide Funds. The targeted work 
on  the  creek  will  occur  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Copper  Mountain  Ski  Area,  a 
segment impacted over the decades by mining, timbering, ski area development, 
railroad and highway construction.  The beauty of this project is that it is shovel‐
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ready and this money, along with cash and in‐kind services, allows it to proceed 
to completion. 

  
- Colorado River Restoration and Conservation Projects/Eagle River Watershed 

Council. The vote was 19‐1  in favor. Dissent cited the fact that while this paves 
the way for projects, it is still a study. The request is for $20,000 in Basin Funds 
and  $90,000  in  Statewide  Funds.  This  initiative  seeks  to  create  baseline 
information about a stretch of the Colorado River that has been little studied. It 
will prioritize strategies regarding rehabilitation projects and assess recreational 
impacts with an eye toward directing recreation to the most suitable sites on the 
river.  
 

- Crystal  River  Watershed  Assessment  and  Design  of  Restoration 
Projects/Roaring Fork Conservancy. The vote was 20‐0  in  favor. The request  is 
for $15,854 in Basin Funds and $301,219 in Statewide Funds. This is a proposal to 
study a heavily impacted area of historical coal mining in drainage of the Crystal 
River. It will lead to projects, and includes a pilot project on road restoration. 
 

 
As well, we approved one grant request addressed at consumptive uses. The Robinson 
Ditch Company that serves the Basalt‐El Jebel area in the Roaring Fork Valley is seeking 
assistance for ditch piping. The request from the CBRT is for $60,000 from Basin Funds. 
The vote was 19‐1. Please note that the application asks for $120,000. The dissent cited 
the  lack of a revegetation plan, a need  to engage  the neighbors,  impacts  to wells and 
the fact that no ag was involved in this ditch that has seen uses migrate to urban uses. In 
halving  the  request,  the  applicants were  also  encouraged  to  apply  for  a  low‐interest 
CWCB loan to complete the work. The CBRT agreed overall that there are many benefits 
to piping this ditch that include safety to neighbors and the more efficient movement of 
water that enjoys about half its flow under pre‐Colorado Compact water rights.  
  
 
Sincerely yours, 

 
Jim Pokrandt 
Chair, Colorado Basin Roundtable    
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September 10, 2012 
 
Mr. John McClow, Chairman of the Board 
Colorado Water Conservation Board 
1313 Sherman St.  Rm. 721 
Denver, CO  80203 
RE:  SUPPORT FOR GRANT FOR GORE CANYON WHITEWATER PARK 
 
Dear Chairman McClow and Members of the Board, 
 
Founded in 1954, American Whitewater is a national non-profit organization with 
a mission “to conserve and restore America's whitewater resources and to 
enhance opportunities to enjoy them safely.”  We are active in diverse policy 
forums and stakeholder discussions across the state of Colorado, including a 
focus on the Upper Colorado River through Grand and Eagle Counties. 
 
I am writing to encourage you to award the full $500,000 grant amount requested 
by Grand County to build Gore Canyon Whitewater Park on the Colorado River 
at Pumphouse.  The headwater’s economy is driven by tourism.  Tourists from in 
state and out of state are drawn to this iconic reach of the Colorado River to 
enjoy whitewater boating. The Gore Canyon Whitewater Park at Pumphouse is 
clearly a water project of statewide concern that will benefit thousands of 
recreational users on the Colorado River and the surrounding communities. 
 
The Water Supply Reserve Account was set aside by the Legislature to fund both 
consumptive and non-consumptive water projects.  Non-consumptive projects 
specifically include both recreation and the environment.  Yet, less than $400,000 
of the over $30 million set aside by the Legislature has funded non-consumptive 
recreational projects to date.  Awarding this grant request in full is an ideal 
opportunity for the Colorado Water Conservation Board to honor the legislative 
intent of the Colorado Water for the 21st Century Act by funding a significant 
recreational water project on the Colorado River.   
 
Thank you in advance for awarding this grant in full to Grand County to build the 
Gore Canyon Whitewater Park.  Please contact me if you have any additional 
questions. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Nathan T. Fey 
Colorado Stewardship Director 



 

 

  
September 12, 2012 

 
Mr. John McClow, Chairman of the Board 
Colorado Water Conservation Board 
1313 Sherman Street, Room 721 
Denver, CO  80203 
 
RE: SUPPORT FOR GRAND COUNTY WATER SUPPY RESERVE ACCOUNT GRANT TO 

BUILD GORE CANYON WHITEWATER PARK 
 
Dear Chairman McClow and Members of the Board: 
 

I am writing to indicate the River District’s support of Grand County’s request for a Water 
Supply Reserve Account grant request for $500,000 to build the Gore Canyon Whitewater Park on the 
Colorado River at Pumphouse.  Grand County has committed over $600,000 to this non-consumptive 
water use project.  For a small community in the Colorado headwaters, this represents considerable 
financial resources in the effort to provide additional infrastructure for a growing recreational economy.   

 
Constructing a “Park and Play” whitewater park on Bureau of Land Management in a developed 

recreational site is a good use of the state funds set aside by the Legislature for consumptive and non 
consumptive water projects.  Great Outdoors Colorado funds are not eligible to be used to help fund the 
construction of this park because the project is in partnership with the BLM and is located on federal land. 
(GOCO doesn’t fund projects on Federal land.)  There is strong support for the project among members of 
the Colorado Basin Roundtable, local government, retail partners and boaters from across the state and 
throughout the west.  For the last several years Grand County and the Colorado River District have been 
dedicated to working collaboratively with our east and west slope water stakeholders to solve a myriad 
historical water disputes.  The Recreational In-Channel Diversion at Pumphouse is one small part of the 
Collaborative Agreement with Denver Water and the proposed agreement with the Northern Colorado 
Water Conservancy District and its Municipal Subdistrict.  
 
 We respectfully urge the CWCB Board to award the full $100,000 request from the Colorado 
Basin Account and the full $400,000 request from the Statewide Account to Grand County for this project 
at your September 2012 meeting.  Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
      Eric Kuhn 
      General Manager, CRWCD 
 
 
  

Lorra
REK
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September 4,2012

Mr. John McClow, Chairman of the Board
Colorado Water Conservation Board
1313 Sherman St. Rm.721
Denver, CO 80203

RE: Support for $500,000 Grant to build Gore Canyon Whitewater Park

Dear Chairman McClow and members of the board:

On behalf of the people of Eagle County, we want to encourage you to award Grand County the full
amount of the Water Supply Reserve Account grant requests for $500,000 to build Gore Canyon
Whitewater Park on the Colorado River at Pumphouse.

Float boating recreation on the Upper Colorado River through Grand and Eagle Counties is a major
contributor to our local and state economy. Hundreds of direct jobs are provided to our residents in the
commercial rafting, kayaking and fishing industry. Thousands of residents and visitors from across the
state and nation enjoy the Upper Colorado River between Gore Canyon and Glenwood Canyon each year.
The people of Eagle County are strongly committed to both using and protecting this amazing natural
resource.

The Gore Canyon Whitewater Park will complement the approximately $7.4 million investment Eagle
County has recently made to purchase open space and build public recreational launch facilities along the
Colorado River in partnership with BLM. AWhitewater Park at Pumphouse would significantly enhance
this investment by providing a park-and-play facility between the Class V Gore Canyon reach and the
family-friendly Class II-III reaches from Pumphouse to Dotsero.

The Water Supply Reserve Account is the most appropriate source of state funding to help us build the
Gore Canyon Whitewater Park. This is a water project of statewide significance to the tourism industry.
Non-consumptive recreational projects are often the point of discussion in the water community, but
rarely are recreations projects proposed for funding by the WSRA. We support using $100,000 from the
Basin Account and $400,000 from the Statewide Account to help build a water project that presents such
a myriad of important benefits to the local and state economies. Please don't hesitate to contact Eagle
County if you have any questions.

WllHtlryssioners

Peter F. Runyon
Chairman Commissioner

Eagle County Building, 500 Broadway, P.O. Box 850, Eagle, Colorado 81631-0850
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August 30, 2012 
 
 
Mr. John McClow, Chairman of the Board 
Colorado Water Conservation Board 
1313 Sherman St.  Rm. 721 
Denver, CO  80203 
 
RE:       Support for Grant to Build Gore Canyon Whitewater Park 
 
Dear Chairman McClow and Members of the Board: 
 
I am writing in support of the Grand County Government application for funds to construct the Gore 
Canyon Whitewater Park at Pumphouse on the Colorado River in Grand County.  Eagle River Water & 
Sanitation District (District) provides water service to eastern Eagle County for up to 60,000 customers 
and visitors.  The District supports beneficial in-stream uses of water, including whitewater parks on 
the western slope of Colorado as an important component of the state’s tourism and recreation based 
economy and the pristine environment that supports it.   
 
In partnership with the Town of Vail, the Vail Village Whitewater Park on Gore Creek has provided a 
tremendous economic impact on the local economy through the Teva Mountain Games.  Tourists and 
residents alike are drawn to the site during high flows to watch the experts perform all sorts of tricks.  
During lower flows, beginners in “Learn to Kayak” programs are found testing their new skills in a safe 
environment.  Whitewater Parks provide important active and passive recreation opportunities to our 
headwater’s community.  The recreational in-channel diversion water rights that support whitewater 
parks keep water in local streams and protect flushing flows that support robust aquatic environments.  
Attracting recreationists to the Colorado River in Grand County is expected to benefit the Grand 
County, as well as the Eagle County, economy.  For these reasons I urge you to consider the Gore 
Canyon Whitewater Park at Pumphouse project for the requested funding. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Rick Sackbauer, Chairman 
Eagle River Water & Sanitation District 
 
cc: Eagle River Water & Sanitation District Board of Directors 

Glenn Porzak  
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       September 7, 2012 
 
Dear CWCB Directors: 
 
We write on behalf of Trout Unlimited to express our support for the funding of Grand County’s 
proposed Gore Canyon Whitewater Park at Pumphouse-Colorado River (July 2012).   
 
Trout Unlimited is a non-profit organization with over 145,000 members nation-wide and nearly 
10,000 members in Colorado.  Most of our membership is comprised of avid anglers and hunters.  
Our mission is to conserve, protect, and restore coldwater fisheries and their watersheds.  We are 
a founding member of the Upper Colorado River Wild and Scenic Stakeholder Group and a 
member of the Learning by Doing Committee established under the Colorado River Cooperative 
Agreement. 
 
We support the proposed water park for a number of reasons.  First, the reach of the Colorado 
River where the park is to be located is an outstanding recreational resource which helps fuel 
Grand County’s recreation-based economy.  Second, the proposed whitewater park would enable 
Grand County to protect recreational flows through the reach in a manner consistent with 
Colorado water law, while also indirectly benefiting other values identified in the area including 
outstanding riparian and recreational fishing values.  Third, the presence of RICDs for this reach 
of the river could facilitate delivery of environmental flows to be released pursuant to the 
Colorado River Cooperative Agreement and similar agreements currently being negotiated for the 
benefit of upstream reaches of the river.  Finally, Trout Unlimited believes the proposed park can 
be built and operated in a manner that is not harmful to the trout fisheries.   
 
The bulk of Water Supply Reserve Account funds have gone to consumptive projects and studies, 
and in the spirit of the Colorado Water for the 21st Century Act, we believe it is important for this 
program to also address Colorado’s nonconsumptive needs.  Grand County’s whitewater park is 
an appropriate opportunity to provide some of that balance. 
 
In short, Trout Unlimited believes the proposed whitewater park and associated RICDs will assist 
in meeting Colorado River goals established through cooperative, consensus based efforts and 
that the project is an appropriate use of Water Supply Reserve Account funds.  We urge CWCB 
to approve funding for this project to benefit our state’s namesake river and Colorado’s 
recreational economy. 
      
Sincerely, 

     
David Nickum      Mely Whiting 
Executive Director    Counsel 
Colorado Trout Unlimited   Trout Unlimited - Colorado Water Project 
 






