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Staff Recommendation 

A summary of staff’s recommendation for each WSRA application is provided in the table 

below.  Favorable recommendations may be contingent on providing the CWCB with additional 

information, clarifications, or modifications in the scope of work.  Please refer to the Water 

Activity Summary Sheets contained within this agenda item to find a summary of staff’s review 

and any conditions associated with each recommendation.  Full application materials are 

available upon request. 

 

 Basin Project Name Total 

Request 

Recommendation 

a. Rio Grande Colorado Foundation for Water 

Education – Solicitation of 

Stakeholder Input and Advice 

through publication of a Rio Grande 

Edition of Headwaters Magazine 

$33,237 To fund up to $33,237 from the 

Rio Grande Basin Account.   

b. Southwest Animas Airpark Property Owners 

Association – Animas Airpark 

Water Distribution System 

$20,000 To fund up to $20,000 from the 

Southwest Basin Account.   

c. Arkansas Purgatoire River Water Conservancy 

District – Purgatoire River Reach 3 

Habitat Improvement Project 

$26,200 To fund up to $26,200 from the 

Arkansas Basin Account. 

d. Colorado Grand County – Gore Canyon 

Whitewater Park at Pumphouse – 

Colorado River 

$500,000 To fund up to $100,000 from 

the Colorado Basin Account.  

Staff defers to the CWCB 

Board as to whether to approve 

up to $400,000 from the 

Statewide Account for this 

project. 
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DNR Executive Director 
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Background 

For this agenda item the Board is provided with a brief overview of applications to the Water Supply 

Reserve Account (WSRA).  Attachments to this memo include: 

• Summary spreadsheet detailing funding requests for the basin and statewide accounts; 

• Water Activity Summary Sheets which provide an overview, discussion, issues/additional 

needs, and staff recommendation regarding funding, partial funding, or not funding the 

applications; and  

 

Staff’s review of the applications involves the following steps: 

1) Applications are reviewed for completeness based on the information requirements, which 

are primarily outlined in Part 2 of the Criteria and Guidelines (C&G). 

2) Applications are reviewed to verify that the water activity meets the eligibility requirements 

in Section 39-29-108 (III) C.R.S. (C&G, Part 2) and the threshold criteria, which are based 

on the requirements of Section 39-29-108 (III) C.R.S., and two sections of the Water for the 

21st Century Act (House Bill 1177); Section 37-75-102 and Section 37-75-104(2)(c) (C&G, 

Part 3). Staff also verifies that the applicant is an eligible entity to receive funding (C&G, 

Part 2). 

3) Staff then prepares the Water Activity Summary Sheet which documents the outcome of the 

review process and contains staff’s recommendations. 

 

Water Supply Reserve Account Balance Summary and Project Status Report 

To provide the Board updates on the status of specific Water Supply Reserve Account grant 

applications and projects, staff provides a status report in the CWCB Director’s Report.  The WSRA 

status report includes the following information:   

 List of completed WSRA projects; 

 List of WSRA projects in progress; and  

 List of WSRA projects in the contracting and procurement process. 



COLORADO WATER CONSERVATION BOARD
Water Supply Reserve Account - Balance Summary

January 1, 2013

Fund Appropriation and Receipts

Fiscal Year
Legislative 

Appropriation Funds Received
Statewide 

Account Basin Account
2006/2007 $10,000,000 $10,000,000 $5,500,000 $4,500,000 
2007/2008 $6,000,000 $6,000,000 $4,200,000 $1,800,000 
2008/2009 $10,000,000 $7,000,000 $4,300,000 $2,700,000 
2009/2010 $5,775,000 $5,775,000 $4,215,750 $1,559,250 
2010/2011 $6,000,000 $6,000,000 $4,380,000 $1,620,000 
2011/2012 $7,000,000 $7,000,000 $4,732,000 $2,268,000 
2012/2013 $10,000,000 $3,606,275 $2,308,016 $1,298,259 
Interest N/A $2,334,459 $2,334,459 $0 
TOTAL $44,775,000 $47,715,734 $31,970,225 $15,745,509 
Note:  The WSRA is a Severance Tax "Tier II" program with 40% of funds distributed on July 1, 30% on January 1, and the final 30% on April 1. 
     In FY 2008/2009 the final 30% installment of $3,000,000 was not received due to the State's budgetary shortfall.
    In January 2012 interest for the program from its inception to date was credited directly to the Statewide Account.
          Interest from January 2012 on is regularly calculated by the Treasury and credited to the Statewide Account.

Fund Distribution

Basin
Approved Basin 

Grants
Total Basin 

Funds
Basin Account 

Balance
Approved State 

Grants
Statewide 

Account Balance
Arkansas $1,434,767 $1,749,501 $314,734 $4,692,525 
Colorado $1,288,330 $1,749,501 $461,171 $3,341,036 
Southwest $1,431,846 $1,749,501 $317,655 $5,038,306 
Gunnison $1,362,322 $1,749,501 $387,179 $2,231,913 
Metro $1,264,929 $1,749,501 $484,572 $2,225,268 
North Platte $1,150,077 $1,749,501 $599,424 $311,027 
Rio Grande $1,521,929 $1,749,501 $227,572 $6,590,223 
South Platte $1,200,857 $1,749,501 $548,644 $2,550,566 
Yampa/White $1,193,874 $1,749,501 $555,627 $431,813 
TOTAL $11,848,932 $15,745,509 $3,896,577 $27,412,676 $4,557,549 

TOTAL APPROVED GRANTS $39,261,608 
Note:  Only includes grants approved by CWCB
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Water Supply Reserve Account – Grant and Loan Program 

Water Activity Summary Sheet 

Agenda Item 25.a 

 

Applicant:  Colorado Foundation for Water Education 

Water Activity Name:  Solicitation of Stakeholder Input and Advice through publication of a Rio 

       Grande Edition of Headwaters Magazine 

Water Activity Purpose: Non-structural Activity 

County:  Multiple 

Drainage Basin:  Rio Grande 

Water Source: N/A 

Amount Requested: $33,237 (Rio Grande Basin Account) 

Matching Funds:  $10,900 ($9,200 CFWE Committee Member In-Kind and $1,700 Graphic Design 

In-Kind) 

Staff Recommendation 

Staff recommends approval of up to $33,237 from the Rio Grande Basin Account to assist in the 

funding of the Solicitation of Stakeholder Input and Advice through publication of a Rio Grande 

Edition of Headwaters Magazine.    

 

Water Activity Summary:  

The proposal will provide a tool for Rio Grande Basin Roundtable members to actively solicit input 

and advice from affected local governments and stakeholders. It will also educate over 7,000 

Colorado residents about issues in the Rio Grande basin. The publication can be used by water 

educators in the basin, such as the Rio Grande Watershed Conservation and Education Initiative, to 

better reach their audience.  

 

Production of this issue will assist Roundtable members and others in the community engaged in 

water education by providing them with high quality materials needed to educate the public. The 

Foundation will assist the Roundtable with distribution of the publication and will work with local 

water educators to develop additional means of telling the stories in the publication, such as 

community presentations, workshops and media stories. Production includes the writing, editing, 

design, printing, distribution and management of the issue. The issue would be available in June 

2013.  

 

Headwaters magazine is the Foundation's most widely available and well-known educational 

resource. Once a year, the magazine features a river basin in Colorado and discusses in detail the 

challenges the basin faces, the agencies and people responsible for managing water resource affiliated 

issues, and the many success stories already accomplished. The Foundation has featured the San 

Juan, Dolores, Yampa and White, Arkansas and South Platte basins since the first basin-focused issue 

in 2004.  

 

Discussion: 

HB 05-1177 (37-75-104) indicates that each basin roundtable has powers and responsibilities that 

include the following: 
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“(c) …. Basin roundtables shall actively seek the input and advice of affected local governments, 

water providers, and other interested stakeholders and persons in establishing its needs assessment, 

and shall propose projects or methods for meeting those needs. 

“(d) Serve as a forum for education and debate regarding methods for meeting water supply needs; 

and  

“(e) As needed, establish roundtable subcommittees or other mechanisms to facilitate dialogue and 

resolution of issues and conflicts within the basin.” 

These items are a major focus of this publication. The proposal is intended to educate Roundtable 

stakeholders in the Rio Grande basin about the basin's geography, water supply and environmental 

challenges, water management agencies (including the IBCC and other Roundtables) and different 

user groups. The issue will help the Roundtable achieve their goal of actively communicating with 

basin stakeholders to better solicit their input for needs assessments and project planning. 

 

Issues/Additional Needs:   

No issues or additional needs have been identified. 

 

Staff Recommendation:  

Staff recommends approval of up to $33,237 from the Rio Grande Basin Account to assist in the 

funding of Solicitation of Stakeholder Input and Advice through publication of a Rio Grande Edition 

of Headwaters Magazine.      

 

All products, data and information developed as a result of this grant must be provided to the CWCB 

in hard copy and electronic format as part of the project documentation.  This information will in turn 

be made widely available to Basin Roundtables and the general public and will help promote the 

development of a common technical platform.  

In accordance with the revised WSRA Criteria and Guidelines, staff would like to highlight 

additional reporting and final deliverable requirements.  The specific requirements are provided 

below. 

 

Reporting:  The applicant shall provide the CWCB a progress report every 6 months, beginning 

from the date of the executed contract.  The progress report shall describe the completion or partial 

completion of the tasks identified in the scope of work including a description of any major issues 

that have occurred and any corrective action taken to address these issues.    

Final Deliverable:  At completion of the project, the applicant shall provide the CWCB a final report 

that summarizes the project and documents how the project was completed.  This report may contain 

photographs, summaries of meetings and engineering reports/designs. 

Engineering:  All engineering work (as defined in the Engineers Practice Act (§12-25-102(10) 

C.R.S.)) performed under this grant shall be performed by or under the responsible charge of 

professional engineer licensed by the State of Colorado to practice Engineering.  
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Water Supply Reserve Account – Grant and Loan Program 

Water Activity Summary Sheet 

Agenda Item 25.b 

 

Applicant:  Animas Airpark Property Owners Association 

Water Activity Name:  Animas Airpark Water Distribution System 

Water Activity Purpose: Non-structural Activity 

County:  La Plata 

Drainage Basin:  Animas River 

Water Source: Animas River 

Amount Requested: $20,000 (Southwest Basin Account) 

Matching Funds:  $5,000 (Applicant) 

Staff Recommendation 

Staff recommends approval of up to $20,000 from the Southwest Basin Account to assist in the 

funding of the Animas Airpark Water Distribution System.    

 

Water Activity Summary:  

Despite being the third largest industrial development in the Durango area, the Animas Airpark 

(AAP) is not supplied with central water and sewer. The AAP was originally conceived as a fly-in, 

fly-out residential development, but local market forces caused it to become a low-cost industrial 

park. The Property Owners Association (POA) provides basic services for road maintenance and 

facilitates business development.  The AAP includes 43 1ots, of which 8 are residential and 35 are 

commercial. To date, water has been supplied by individual and shared wells, all of which are low 

yielding.  As a result, many businesses and residents are forced to haul water.  

 

Subsequent to the completion of the Animas La Plata Project (the dam is 1 mile west of the AAP) the 

City of Durango plans on developing a 2nd water treatment plant on 10 acres next to the AAP. This 

area is below the dam and will provide the city with pressure sufficient to operate a new membrane 

water treatment plant. In anticipation of the new plant, Durango plans to extend an existing pipeline 

to the city’s property by the AAP. Durango has appropriated money in the 2012 budget to extend the 

pipeline near the proposed plant site. The city plans on completing the new plant when the economy 

recovers and growth in southern Durango resumes.  

 

In the mean time, prior to plant construction, Durango plans to build the pipeline to the plant site in 

2013. Durango has also indicated that once the new water line is complete, arrangements could be 

made to allow the AAP to be served through a master meter from the pipeline via Durango’s existing 

system. The existing Durango system could supply the AAP lots from a storage tank across the valley 

and slightly above the airpark mesa. 

 

AAP presently does not have a water distribution system to deliver the water to the AAP structures. 

Initial planning indicates a necessary distribution system of approximately 13,000 feet of 8", 10" and 

12" pipe to serve all AAP lots. Since most of the lots are commercial, the distribution system sizing 

will be primarily dependent on providing fire flow.  The Animas Airpark POA seeks WSRA funds to 

design the pipe distribution system to use water available from the Durango pipeline. 
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Discussion: 

The proposed project seeks to meet an important municipal need identified in the Southwest Basin 

Needs Assessment.  It would allow many businesses and residents who currently rely on low yielding 

wells and hauling water to connect to the Durango system.  The AAP is within the City's "La Posta 

Road Planning Area" which is presently being studied and developed.  The water supplied to AAP 

would be provided via one of Durango’s IPP’s listed in SWSI 2010.   

 

Durango has adequate water rights and is acquiring additional Animas La Plata Project water. The 

Animas-La Plata Project which has been supported by the CWCB.  Colorado House Bill (H.B.) 10-

1250 authorized the expenditure of up to $36 million (3 -$12M million installments) from the 

Severance Tax Perpetual Base Account towards the purchase of all or portion of the State’s 10,460 

acre-feet of ALP project water.   

 

Issues/Additional Needs:   

No issues or additional needs have been identified. 

 

Staff Recommendation:  

Staff recommends approval of up to $20,000 from the Southwest Basin Account to assist in the 

funding of the Animas Airpark Water Distribution System.         

 

All products, data and information developed as a result of this grant must be provided to the CWCB 

in hard copy and electronic format as part of the project documentation.  This information will in turn 

be made widely available to Basin Roundtables and the general public and will help promote the 

development of a common technical platform.  

In accordance with the revised WSRA Criteria and Guidelines, staff would like to highlight 

additional reporting and final deliverable requirements.  The specific requirements are provided 

below. 

 

Reporting:  The applicant shall provide the CWCB a progress report every 6 months, beginning 

from the date of the executed contract.  The progress report shall describe the completion or partial 

completion of the tasks identified in the scope of work including a description of any major issues 

that have occurred and any corrective action taken to address these issues.    

Final Deliverable:  At completion of the project, the applicant shall provide the CWCB a final report 

that summarizes the project and documents how the project was completed.  This report may contain 

photographs, summaries of meetings and engineering reports/designs. 

Engineering:  All engineering work (as defined in the Engineers Practice Act (§12-25-102(10) 

C.R.S.)) performed under this grant shall be performed by or under the responsible charge of 

professional engineer licensed by the State of Colorado to practice Engineering.  
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Water Supply Reserve Account – Grant and Loan Program 

Water Activity Summary Sheet 

Agenda Item 25.c 

 

Applicant:  Purgatoire River Water Conservancy District 

Water Activity Name:  Purgatoire River Reach 3 Habitat Improvement Project 

Water Activity Purpose: Structural Activity 

County:  Las Animas 

Drainage Basin:  Arkansas 

Water Source: Purgatoire River 

Amount Requested: $26,200 (Arkansas Basin Account) 

Matching Funds:  $20,200 cash (Purgatoire River Water Conservancy District) 

Staff Recommendation 

Staff recommends approval of up to $26,200 from the Arkansas Basin Account to assist in the 

funding of Purgatoire River Reach 3 Habitat Improvement Project contingent upon the resolution of 

the issues and additional needs identified in this summary.    

 

Water Activity Summary:  

The goal of this project is to improve the aquatic habitat and riparian areas of approximately 2,000 ft 

of the Purgatoire River in downtown Trinidad, Colorado.  Improvements will provide velocity 

shelter, cover, and quality usable habitat for resident trout during the high flow summer months 

through the installation of in-channel habitat features. WSRA funds will be used for materials and 

equipment for construction of improvements.  Improvements will include in-channel structures, bank-

full benches, and grading of stream banks.  Volunteers will be utilized to replant the riparian areas of 

the project.  

 

Discussion: 

Staff supports river restoration projects designed to improve channel stability and enhance aquatic 

habitat.  The restoration project proposed to use Arkansas Basin funds approved for a river 

restoration demonstration project in Trinidad.  The Board approved a $75,000 grant in January 2011 

for the Trinidad/Purgatoire River Reach 4 Demonstration Project.  The project was completed under 

budget, leaving $26,200 surplus.  The Arkansas Basin voted to use the surplus from the original grant 

for Reach 3 of the river restoration project. 

 

This demonstration project is a piece of a larger effort to enhance the Purgatoire River from the 

Trinidad State Park lake dam through the town of Trinidad, to the Highway 160 Bypass, nearly 5 

miles of river. Efforts to remove invasive species along this stretch of river are already underway.  

A planning process funded with grant dollars from Trout Unlimited’s Embrace-A-Stream program, 

along with local and regional donations from Trout Unlimited Chapters is complete, followed by a 

Project Concept and Preliminary Design, which was prepared by Fin-Up Habitat Consultants, Inc.  

 

 

Issues/Additional Needs:   

 The project identifies riparian area improvement as an objective, but the application does not 

describe any re-vegetation efforts.  Staff believes that riparian re-vegetation is an essential 
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component of river improvement projects.  Staff will work with the applicant to develop a 

riparian re-vegetation strategy for the project reach. 

 Staff will work with the applicant to ensure that all applicable requirements in the CWCB 

Rules and Regulations for Regulatory Floodplains in Colorado are satisfied.  The applicant 

must demonstrate that there are no adverse impacts to the regulatory floodplain resulting 

from the project. 

 

Staff Recommendation:  

Staff recommends approval of up to $26,200 from the Arkansas Basin Account to assist in the 

funding of Purgatoire River Reach 3 Habitat Improvement Project contingent upon the resolution of 

the issues and additional needs identified in this summary.    

 

All products, data and information developed as a result of this grant must be provided to the CWCB 

in hard copy and electronic format as part of the project documentation.  This information will in turn 

be made widely available to Basin Roundtables and the general public and will help promote the 

development of a common technical platform.  

In accordance with the revised WSRA Criteria and Guidelines, staff would like to highlight 

additional reporting and final deliverable requirements.  The specific requirements are provided 

below. 

 

Reporting:  The applicant shall provide the CWCB a progress report every 6 months, beginning 

from the date of the executed contract.  The progress report shall describe the completion or partial 

completion of the tasks identified in the scope of work including a description of any major issues 

that have occurred and any corrective action taken to address these issues.    

Final Deliverable:  At completion of the project, the applicant shall provide the CWCB a final report 

that summarizes the project and documents how the project was completed.  This report may contain 

photographs, summaries of meetings and engineering reports/designs. 

Engineering:  All engineering work (as defined in the Engineers Practice Act (§12-25-102(10) 

C.R.S.)) performed under this grant shall be performed by or under the responsible charge of 

professional engineer licensed by the State of Colorado to practice Engineering.  
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Water Supply Reserve Account – Grant and Loan Program 
Water Activity Summary Sheet 

Agenda Item 25.d 
 

Applicant:  Grand County

Water Activity Name: Gore Canyon Whitewater Park at Pumphouse – Colorado River 
Water Activity Purpose: Structural Water Project 

County:  Grand 

Drainage Basin:  Colorado River  

Water Source: Colorado River 

Amount Requested: $500,000 

Source of Funds: $400,000 (Statewide Account) and $100,000 (Basin Account) 

Matching Funds:  The total project cost is estimated to be $1,686,114, of which $1,190,700 is for 
actual construction. Grand County has committed to providing $600,000 or just over 35% to the total 
project cost.  Grand County has already invested $495,414 in the project, although only about 
$40,000 of those funds have been spent in the 9 months prior to submission of the application as is 
required to be eligible for sponsor match. Grand County has an additional $60,000 in funds ready to 
begin construction, making the eligible match from the project sponsor a total of $100,000.  This 
matching amount exceeds the matching requirements of 5% and 20% for Basin and Statewide funds, 
respectively.  

Grand County is seeking 6% of the total project cost from the Colorado Basin Fund and 23% of the 
total project cost from the Statewide Fund.  Additionally, Grand County is currently implementing 
plans to raise the remaining 35% ($600,000) of the costs from boaters and other recreation industry 
partners, but does not have these commitments at this time.    

Staff Recommendation 
Staff recognizes that the request for $100,000 from the Colorado Basin Account has met all of the 
eligibility requirements and threshold criteria of the WSRA grants from the basin roundtable account, 
and therefore suggests that the Board approve the request to use the WSRA Colorado River Basin 
Account to help fund the Gore Canyon Whitewater Park at Pumphouse. 
 
Staff defers to the CWCB Board as to whether to approve up to $400,000 from the Statewide 
Account for this project.  Use of Statewide Account dollars for construction of a whitewater park, 
which will likely have a decree for an RICD associated with the whitewater park, has never been 
approved by this Board; as such, this is a policy decision for the Board to decide. 
 
Water Activity Summary: The purpose of this project is to construct a Gore Canyon Whitewater 
Park at Pumphouse on the Upper Colorado River in Grand County.  This includes heavy construction 
in the river, bank work and re-vegetation associated with the development of the structures that create 
the waves and other hydraulic features of the park. This ‘park and play’ Whitewater Park is in an 
existing BLM recreational site and will provide access for play boating between the Class IV section 
of Gore Canyon and the Class II/III section from Pumphouse to State Bridge. 
 
The RICD water right application associated with this project is currently going through water court. 
The CWCB Board made findings of fact related to the RICD through Gore Canyon at its March 2012 
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meeting as required pursuant to the CWCB’s statutory authority.  Additionally, the CWCB Board 
stipulated to a proposed decree for this RICD at its November 2012 meeting.  This stipulation has 
been executed. 

The many letters submitted to CWCB during the RICD hearing indicate an interest across the state 
for using this amenity. The main objective of the project is to complete the construction of the 
structures in accordance with the design so that the Gore Canyon Whitewater Park will perform as 
anticipated and fill the nonconsumptive recreational needs of the Upper Colorado River. 

Threshold and Evaluation Criteria. The application meets all five Threshold Criteria.  

The application meets the Evaluation Criteria in the following way:  

 
Tier 1: Promoting Collaboration/Cooperation and Meeting Water Management Goals and Identified 
Water Needs  

a. Multipurpose: Some concern was expressed during discussions with the Metro Roundtable 
that the RICD itself could foreclose the Green Mountain Pumpback as a potential future 
transbasin project.   To address this concern the following language was included in the 
stipulated RICD decree: 

“Subject to the Colorado River Cooperative Agreement (“CRCA”) among Grand 
County,  Denver Water and other West Slope Signatories, Grand County and the 
CWCB agree to negotiate in good faith concerning the mutual benefits of operations 
and opportunities to provide water to the RICD Water Rights and to any future Upper 
Colorado River Cooperative Project as defined in the CRCA: ‘A water supply project 
located on the West Slope, agreed to by Denver Water and the West Slope Signatories 
to this Agreement, and designed to produce water for use on the East and West Slopes, 
including at least 20,000 acre-feet of average annual diversions for use on the East 
Slope.’”  

 
While the grant itself is focused on meeting recreational needs, viewed in this context of the 
CRCA, the overall project and RICD addresses the concerns of the Metro Roundtable. 
 
This project also supports the collaborative Wild & Scenic Stakeholder Group process and 
helps protect the Outstandingly Remarkable Value (ORV) for recreational float boating in 
segments 4 and 5 of the Upper Colorado River. 
 

b. Collaboration & Cooperation: There are a large array of support letters and funders for this 
project. As indicated above, over 100 letters of support for the RICD from boaters are on file 
with the CWCB.  In addition, letters of support for this funding application have been 
provided to the CWCB and are attached. 

Further, the applicant indicates that the RICD application is supported CRCA agreement.  The 
agreement states:  

“Support for RICD. If information made available on the locations being considered, 
the impacts to the Wild and Scenic River issues, and the purpose and amount of the 
filing demonstrate the lack of an impact on Denver Water’s operations, Denver Water 
agrees not to oppose a Recreational In-Channel Diversion (“RICD”) filing for the 
Colorado River below Gore Canyon in the Pumphouse reach above the Grand/Eagle 
County line.”  
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Northern Colorado Water Conservancy District and Grand County formally entered into the 
Windy Gap Firming Project Intergovernmental Agreement (WGFP IGA) on December 6, 
2012 and a 1041 Permit was issued for the Windy Gap Firming Project. The agreement states: 

“The Parties acknowledge that Grand County intends to time such releases for 
beneficial use in a manner that results in optimizing the benefits to aquatic and 
recreation resources within the County…” 

c. Meets Defined Needs: This project has been identified as an important part of the area’s 
recreational needs by a number of parties, and this reach is included in the Colorado Basin’s 
nonconsumptive needs assessment and as part of Grand County’s Stream Management Plan, 
which was partially funded through WSRA grants.  

Tier 2: Facilitating Water Activity Implementation 
Funding will likely reduce the uncertainty that the project will be implemented. According to the 
budget, there will be $690,700 of matching funds spent on this project during construction and for 
operation and maintenance, representing 138% of the grant requests. Further, the applicant has spent 
$495,414 since 2004 to bring the project to the point of implementation.  This demonstrates a 
significant and appropriate commitment.  
 
Tier 3: The Water Activity Addresses Other Issues of Statewide Value and Maximizes Benefits. 
The project will help meet recreational needs. However, this would be the first application for 
statewide dollars for funding a whitewater park for recreational purposes. Attached is a letter to the 
CWCB Board from Grand County dated December 18, 2012.  This letter presents Grand County’s 
arguments as to why they believe this project qualifies for Statewide funds. 
 
Discussion: 
After careful review by several staff, there have been several points of discussion. These include: 

1) The timing of the grant is prior to the issuance of a RICD decree by the water court. However, 
a whitewater park does not require a decree per se. 

2) Not all project funds have been fully secured at this time. Grand County should secure 
adequate matching funds for the project as specified in the scope of work prior to initiating 
project construction. 

3) The use of Statewide account dollars for construction of a whitewater park, which will likely 
have a RICD decree associated with it, is a policy decision for the Board to decide. 

 
Issues/Additional Needs:   
See recommendation below. 
 
Staff Recommendation:  
 
 Staff recognizes that the request for $100,000 from the Colorado Basin Account has met all of the 
eligibility requirements and threshold criteria of the WSRA grants from the basin roundtable account, 
and therefore suggests that the Board approve the request to use the WSRA Colorado River Basin 
Account to help fund the Gore Canyon Whitewater Park at Pumphouse. 

Staff defers to the CWCB Board as to whether to approve up to $400,000 from the Statewide account 
for this project.  Use of Statewide Account dollars for construction of a whitewater park, which will 
likely have a decree for an RICD associated with the whitewater park, has never been approved by 
this Board, as such, this is a policy decision for the Board to decide. 
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All products, data and information developed as a result of this grant must be provided to the CWCB 
in hard copy and electronic format as part of the project documentation.  This information will in turn 
be made widely available to Basin Roundtables and the general public and will help promote the 
development of a common technical platform.  

In accordance with the revised WSRA Criteria and Guidelines, Staff would like to highlight 
additional reporting and final deliverable requirements.  The specific requirements are provided 
below. 

Reporting:  The applicant shall provide the CWCB a progress report every 6 months, 
beginning from the date of the executed contract.  The progress report shall describe the 
completion or partial completion of the tasks identified in the scope of work including a 
description of any major issues that have occurred and any corrective action taken to address 
these issues.    

Final Deliverable:  At completion of the project, the applicant shall provide the CWCB a 
final report that summarizes the project and documents how the project was completed.  This 
report may contain photographs, summaries of meetings and engineering reports/designs. 

Engineering:  All engineering work (as defined in the Engineers Practice Act (§12-25-
102(10) C.R.S.)) performed under this grant shall be performed by or under the responsible 
charge of professional engineer licensed by the State of Colorado to practice Engineering.  
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