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The drum beat starts early




What REALLY happened

“(Clear Creek is) peaking very early. The peaks are

going to be much lower than they normally will be,”
(Lakewood USGS field office chief ) Smith said. “I think
all the flow Is going to come and go by the end of
May for sure, (...) and then it is going to be a drought
year after that for sure.”

Smith said he doesn’t believe Clear Creek will get
anywhere close to 200 cfs, which is generally considered
by rafting companies to be marginal water conditions.

~ Excerpted from “Mild weather could mean a
shorter rafting season” in the Clear Creek Courant



Perceptions of drought are
usually worse for rafting than
the actual drought













v 4 = @ Glenwood Springs

%

i;.
Al
e

N s 149
< b

v
»

Grand o . & Buena Vista“ @@
Junction; ; fol

£
.

A ‘salida @

4

@ Telluride




Economic impact

Commercial User Days in the State of Colorado, 2001-2011

River 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011
Animas 42,000 12,000 34,500 35470 52,700 42 500 44322 42250 41921 41,000 45000
Animas - Upper T21 00 G50 558 By2 167 Hag 33 500 411 411
Arkansas 252,213 138178 214,655 203,840 228,081 237160 239837 214234 205876 211,150 208,329
Blug 14 ¥] 264 TBE 1,212 &0 2,038 2906 3088 1181 B,580]
Clear Crask 20,798 74598 24,485 20,115 32357 36,889 49,130 52,340 S0167 51,301 60,644
Colorado - Glamwood 5,820 42 581 hE BTG 58,751 A7, 712 G2 652 65502 2 TIR 52737 B1.890 44007
Colorado - Upper 34,381 A7F.801 32,188 33,224 25 4459 36 280 37068 34,768 33,077 41,6206 32,842
Colorado - HorsethiefRuby 4,188 2,324 3222 3,383 3318 2,810 2,761 3283 3000 2718 3,008
Colorado - Washwatar 6,855 6,626 7,352 7.548 7043 7,233 T.632 7624 6833 T.621 6,063]
Dolores a o 214 174 936 E1 1495 BER 536 194 383
Eagle - Upper (Dowd Chutes) 3,702 o 1,239 258 3,630 4 621 4. 390 4,350 1,374 1.640 1,286
Eagle (Below Edwards) 5a4 445 1,153 820 1,419 1,441 1,369 1,364 1,369 1,710 4,362
Greanampa 32,083 23,030 29,2449 27 88T 2747 26650 23833 25564 1T 66T 19652 17,284
Gunnison Gorge 3401 3,292 2,328 3,00 3016 3,800 2,826 4342 3,856 1,330 2,148
Gunnisan - Uppsar 2,650 1,334 1,550 1,852 2112 2,212 2,500 2 669 2 669 2,669 2 669
Gunnison - Escalants 1,887 1,044 2,113 2,988 3,363 2,265 3,272 2108 2543 1,784 2,198
Gunnison - Lake Fork 1,643 o 160 177 185 165 126 369 203 1458 284
Morth Platte 137 (¥} 312 191 BEG 511 Tz BE1 712 452 =] |
Piadra 50 o 210 454 725 400 500 54T 547 120 180
Poudre 34,182 26,004 34,164 31.042 36,088 M.533 37824 37 666 369891 37392 37,869
Rio Grandea 3,300 a2 1,300 2,800 3,060 2,800 3,100 3,200 2,464 2,016 2,016
Roaring Fork - Abowve Basalt 2,500 0 2,000 1,500 2,215 2 609 2,834 6,187 4,248 2404 6,672
Roaring Fork - Eelow Basalt 1,000 ¥] 500 500 10 79 100 2,500 1,263 1,366 @12
San Juan - Pagosa 2,000 138 1,586 2,550 2,500 1,200 1,200 2280 4107 4,986 6,171
San Migusl 3625 120 1,958 2,212 4 493 2,800 2,943 58969 3,782 1,762 1,900
South Platte 2,055 453 B35 236 |01 555 a0 1,180 750 J&3 430‘
Taylor 14,287 11,176 14,734 14,760 14,872 15,127 15,112 14,332 14,332 14,332 14,130
Total User Days 526648 315437 463 E38 458,608 520126 529,200 552884 526936 496809 513435 508,664
% Change From Previous Year 2. 2% =40, 1% 49.0% =2.4% 13.4% 1.7% 4.5% 4. 7%  -5T7% 3.3% -0.9%
User Day GhanEa From Previous Year 11,328 -211.211 154452 11,281 61,518 9,074 23684 -25949 -310127 16,630 -4, 776




River 2001 2002 2003
Animas 42 000 12,000 34,500
Animas - Upper T21 300 6%
Arkansas 252213 138178 214,555
Blue 14 (4] 264
Clear Crask 20,758 7498 24,495
Colorado - Glenwood 55, 829 42 581 56, B76
Colorada - Upper 34,381 37,801 32 188
Colorado - HorsethiefRuby 4,188 2,324 3,222
Colorado - Waestwatar 6, B5E 6,626 7, a52
Dolores Q L] 214
Eagle - Upper (Dowd Chules) 3,702 1] 1,234
[Eagle (Below Edwards) Ga 446 1,153
Gresn™ampa J2,083 23,030 25 2449
Gunnisan Gorgs 3401 3,282 2,328
Gunnisan - Uppar 2,690 1,134 1,550
Gunnisan - Escalants 1,887 1,044 2,113
Gunnisan - Laks Fork 1,643 L] 160
Morth Platte 137 0 a2
Piadra 650 1] 210
Poudre 34,152 26,004 34,164
Rio Grande 3,300 a2 1,300
Foarimg Fork - Above Basalt 2.500 0 2.000
Foarimg Fork - Below Basalt 1,000 0 500
=an Juan - Pagosa 2,000 138 1.586
San Migusl 3,625 120 1,858
South Platte 2,055 453 835
Taylor 14,287 11,176 14,734
Total User Days 526,648 315437 469 E88
% Change From Previous Year 2.2% =40.1% 48.0%
Usar Day Change From Pravious Year 11,328 -211.211 154,452




t by year

Economic Impact of Commercial River Rafting in Colorado, 1988-2011
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Mitigate effects of drought




Media reports are difficult
to overcome
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WWW.Croa.org

Colorado River Outfitters Association Weekly Water Report: July 20,2012

MEDIA COMNTACTS

David Costlow, CROA
Ph:720.260.4135| dcostlow@croa.org
Amy Larson, CSG|PR

Ph: 3034337020 | alarson@csg-pr.com

River CFS*/Gauge | Average Air& | Sections Experience Offered | Summary
“cubicftpersecond | \Water Temps | Running
Animas 340 cfs 79/59 Upper and Family Trips Evening storms have augmented
Lower Sections available through flows.
town of Durango —
Advanced trips on
Upper Section
Arkansas River 492cfs in BG/71 All Sections Family Trips in Good Family trips available on
Browns Pleasant Numbers to Browns_and several sections. More challenging
429 cfs Canon Royal Gorge Bighorn- Royal sections are running. Browns
City Gorge Section has Canyoncuﬁrenﬂyisanexce"entfu"
adventure class day experience.
rafting.
Blue No Report
Cache la Poudre 1.3 on Rock 95/55 Mishawaka Family Trips on Reservoirs have water so releases
Gauge (Class IV} and Lower — Advanced continue to contribute to daily
Lower Poudre trips on Upper flows.
Class I} Sections | Section
Clear Creek 85 cfs No Report Idaho Springs Family Trips Class I+ rafting trips running.
Area Advanced sections are not running.
Colorado 1030 cfs, 87/66 All Sections Family Trips Reservoir releases will maintain
Kremmling trending up Pumphouse to flows into October.
Dotsero
Colorado 1520 cfs 90/ 65 All Sections Family Trips Reservoir releases will maintain
Glenwood Springs Shoshone to flows into Qctober
Newcastle
Colorado 2,900 cfs 96/74 (warm) | All Sections Family and Lots of sun. Greatweek for rafting
Ruby/Horsethief beginners this section.

Canyon
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