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The drum beat starts early 



What REALLY happened 
“(Clear Creek is) peaking very early. The peaks are  
going to be much lower than they normally will be,”  
(Lakewood USGS field office chief ) Smith said. “I think 
all the flow is going to come and go by the end of 
May for sure, (…) and then it is going to be a drought 
year after that for sure.” 

Smith said he doesn’t believe Clear Creek will get 
anywhere close to 200 cfs, which is generally considered 
by rafting companies to be marginal water conditions. 

~ Excerpted from “Mild weather could mean a  
shorter rafting season” in the Clear Creek Courant  



Perceptions of drought are  
usually worse for rafting than  

the actual drought 



Low water doesn’t mean NO water 



High water versus low water 



Things associated with drought 





Economic impact 
Commercial User Days in the State of Colorado, 2001-2011 





Economic impact by year 
Economic Impact of Commercial River Rafting in Colorado, 1988-2011 



Mitigate effects of drought 



Media reports are difficult  
to overcome 
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