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There are  
several ways 
to tell  
this story 
 
 
 



What is Normal? 

We NORMALLY see big variations in temperature 
and precipitation from year to year, month to 
month and season to season!  

Let’s take a look… 

 

Tower 
Snotel  
 

WY2011 
 
Normal 
 
WY2012 



Colorado Statewide Winter (DJF) 
Temperatures 1895-2012 

 



Colorado Statewide Spring (MAM) 
Temperatures 1895-2012 

 



Colorado Statewide Summer (JJA) 
Temperatures 1895-2012 

 



Colorado Statewide Fall (SON) 
Temperatures 1895-2011 

 



Colorado Statewide Snowpack (Snow Water Equivalent 
On April 1 each year --  1968-2012 



Colorado Statewide Precipitation  
(Most recent 12 months Sept-Aug)  

1895-2012 
 



How Have our “Normals” Changed at 
Specific Stations? 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Reservoirs 



Dillon Storage Time Series 

 



Granby Storage Time Series 

 



Blue Mesa Storage Volume 

 



2002 Drought vs. 2012 Drought 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 































How Does El Nino/La Nina Affect 
Drought in Colorado?? 

 



 



 



Enhanced Drought Early Warning for the  
Upper Colorado River Basin 

National Integrated Drought Information System (NIDIS) 

Down 16% 
from last 
week 



 



Also, Please Help Us Monitor 

Colorado’s Climate! 

Photos by H. Reges 



For information and to volunteer, 

visit the CoCoRaHS Web Site 

 

Support for this project provided by  

NSF Informal Science Education Program,  

NOAA Environmental Literacy Program 

and 

many local charter sponsors. 

http://www.cocorahs.org  



Colorado Climate Center 

Data and Power Point Presentations available for 

downloading 

 

http://ccc.atmos.colostate.edu  

 

Nolan.Doesken@Colostate.edu 

http://ccc.atmos.colostate.edu/

