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Records 

• Worst one-year drought on record 

• Driest period on record 

• Hottest period on record 

• Statewide reservoir storage lowest since 1978  
at <60% 

• Ag losses at $7.62 billion 
– 50% cotton crop lost in West Texas 

– Ranchers selling herds 

• ~ 4 million acres burned by wildfires 

• Rivers with first-time calls on water rights 
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from the Office of the State Climatologist 
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Planning (in a nutshell) 

• How much do we have now? 

• How much are we going to need? 

• Do we have enough? 

• If we don’t, what do we need to do to 
get more? 

• How much will it cost? 
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What we’ve learned 

• Regional water plans 

• State water plan 

• Water conservation plans 

• Drought contingency plans 

• Drought preparedness plan 

• State emergency management plan 

need to implement! 

need to implement! 
(demand hardening?) 

review & revise 

review & revise 

review & revise 

“bridge” solutions for loss of water supply? 
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Conclusions 

• Dang that drought was nasty! 

– Still going for much of the state… 

• We have a plan (several, in fact…) 

• The crystal ball is…wet? 
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