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June 21, 2012 
 
Mr. Dick Wolfe 
State Engineer 
Colorado Division of Water Resources 
1313 Sherman St., Rm 818 
Denver, CO 80203 
 
Ms. Erin Light 
Division Engineer, Water Division 6 
Colorado Division of Water Resources 
505 Anglers Drive, Suite 101 
Steamboat Springs, CO 80487 
 

Re: Temporary Loan of Water to CWCB Pursuant to Section 37-83-105, C.R.S. for 
Instream Flow Use from Colorado Water Trust and Upper Yampa Water 
Conservancy District on the Yampa River, Water Division 6, Routt County, 
Colorado. 

. 
Dear Mr. Wolfe and Ms. Light: 
 
The Colorado Water Conservation Board (“CWCB”) hereby requests approval of a Temporary 
Loan of Water Right for water leased from Upper Yampa Water Conservancy District 
(“UYWCD”) to CWCB via the Colorado Water Trust (“CWT”) for instream flow (“ISF”) use 
pursuant to 37-83-105, C.R.S. (2011).  While the Water Use Agreement implementing this 
proposal is for a term beginning on July 1, 2012 and continuing until November 1, 2012, the ISF 
use of the leased water would be limited to 120 days.  
 
The leased water rights consist of 4,000 acre-feet of storage rights in the Stagecoach Reservoir, 
on the Yampa River, tributary to the Green River, tributary to the Colorado River.  UYWCD 
intends to temporarily lease the subject water rights to CWCB for ISF use downstream of the 
reservoir at a release rate not to exceed the ISF decreed rates of 72.5 cfs (April 1—August 14) 
and 47.5 cfs (August 15—March 30), for a period from July 1, 2012 to November 1, 2012, not to 
exceed 120 days. See map at Attachment 1. 
 
The CWCB has provided a written notice of this request for approval by electronic mail to all 
parties listed on the Division 6 substitute water supply plan notification list established pursuant 
to section 37-92-308(6), C.R.S. (2011). 
 

 
John W. Hickenlooper 
Governor 
 
Mike King 
DNR Executive Director 
 
Jennifer L. Gimbel 
CWCB Director 
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I. Summary of Proposal and Statement of Duration 
 
Evidence of proponent’s legal right to use the leased water right is provided as follows.  
Stagecoach Reservoir is owned and operated by UYWCD.  Under the Water Use Agreement 
among UYWCD, CWCB and CWT, and upon approval of this request by the State and Division 
Engineers, reservoir releases will be made for ISF use when conditions permit.  See Water Use 
Agreement at Attachment 2.  Rule 6(k) of the Rules Concerning CWCB’s Instream Flow and 
Natural Lake Level Program (“ISF Rules”) sets forth procedures for accepting temporary loans 
and leases of water for ISF use, in accordance with section 37-83-105.  ISF Rule 6k. authorizes 
the CWCB Director to accept loans and leases and to take any administrative action necessary to 
put the water to ISF use, provided that the State Engineer has made a determination of no injury 
pursuant to section 37-83-105(2)(a)(III).  Such acceptance and water use is subject to Board 
ratification at the following Board meeting. 
 
Beginning July 1, 2012, or soon thereafter, UYWCD, in consultation with CWCB and CWT, 
will cause reservoir releases of up to 4,000 acre-feet, at a release rate of up to the decreed rate of 
the Yampa River ISF water right (72.5 cfs / 47.5 cfs).  Paragraph 6 of the Lease Agreement sets 
forth additional conditions governing the amount of water UYWCD will release for ISF use.   
Prior to CWCB’s ISF use of the water, UYWCD will use the water for the decreed beneficial use 
of hydropower generation.  The period of ISF use by CWCB under the lease agreement will not 
exceed 120 days in 2012. 
 

II. Historical Use and Reasonable Estimate of Consumptive Use 

The Stagecoach Reservoir is an on-stream reservoir on the Yampa River, tributary to the Green 
River, tributary to the Colorado River, that is used by UYWCD for in-reservoir and downstream 
uses. In-reservoir uses include fish propagation, waterfowl habitat, and recreational uses.  .  
Historic reservoir operations have included releases of water for decreed hydropower generation 
at the dam as well as contract releases of water for downstream power generation. The capacity 
of Stagecoach Reservoir was expanded by approximately 3,125 acre-feet in 2010 to a total of 
36,439 acre-feet, of which 36,400 acre-feet filled in 2011.  Under the Water Use Agreement, 
UYWCD will release up to 4,000 acre-feet from Stagecoach Reservoir under the water rights 
described below.  The Pleasant Valley Reservoir, Bear Reservoir, Four Counties Ditch Nos. 1 
and 3, and Ditch Rights are decreed for storage in Stagecoach Reservoir.    

Name 
Amount 
Absolute 

Adjud Date Approp Date Case No. 

Stagecoach Reservoir  
2nd filling 

6,670 AF 12-31-1997 3-1-1996 97CW0084 

Pleasant Valley Reservoir 20,854 AF 5-30-1972 6-29-1959 
CA3926 
W946-76 

92CW0026 

Bear Reservoir 11,614.2 AF 3-30-1964 9-30-1961 
CA3538 

92CW0026 

Four Counties Ditch  
#1 & #3 

151 cfs 
(302 AF/day) 

3-30-1964 6-2-1958 
W1091-76 
92CW0026 
95CW0116 

Ditch Rights (Yellow Jacket, 
Union, Little Chief) 

514.8 AF 

9-22-1892 
9-20-1906 
9-14-1946 

 
 

10-22-1889 
11-14-1889 
9-2-1904 
6-1-1918 
6-1-1919 

95CW0078 
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All of the water provided under the Water Use Agreement will first be used to generate 
hydropower, a decreed use of the stored water, prior to being provided to CWCB for ISF use.  
The released water will also likely be shepherded as contract water to other decreed beneficial 
uses downstream.  Therefore, a historical consumptive use analysis is not needed for this lease.    
 

III. Proposed Use  

Water previously stored in priority in Stagecoach Reservoir will be released to supplement the 
existing decreed ISF water right on the Yampa River from Morrison Creek to Lake Catamount to 
bring flows up to the decreed ISF rate.  The Yampa River ISF water right was decreed to 
preserve the natural environment to a reasonable degree.  At the time of appropriation, the 
Yampa River supported an outstanding rainbow and brown trout fishery.  Colorado Parks and 
Wildlife considers this segment of the Yampa River to be unique in terms of fish biomass, 
numbers of fish per mile, and stream access.  Reservoir releases are expected to increase stream 
depth and wetted perimeter, and to lower water temperatures for the fish. The ISF water right to 
be benefitted by this lease is described below: 
 

CWCB 
Case No. Stream/Lake Amount (cfs) Approp. 

Date Watershed County 

6-01W106 Yampa River 47.5 cfs (8/15-3/31) 
72.5 cfs (4/1-8/14) 7/24/2001 Yampa River Routt 

 
The amount of water leased and used for the Yampa River ISF will not exceed the rate of flow 
decreed to the Yampa River ISF water right.  The timing of releases of water from Stagecoach 
Reservoir will depend upon the timing of stream flow shortages and operational constraints for 
the reservoir.  However, it is anticipated that the existing ISF water right could use this water as 
early as July 1, 2012.  The leased water could likely be used in July, August, September, or 
October this year. Once the released water reaches the downstream terminus of the ISF reach at 
Lake Catamount, the released water will no longer be claimed by CWCB.  CWT is pursuing a 
lease for downstream beneficial uses for the released water.   If CWT identifies a water user, and 
the intended use is consistent with the beneficial uses decreed to Stagecoach Reservoir, CWT 
and the identified water user will seek any necessary from the State and Division Engineers’ 
Offices separate from this application. 
  
The leased water will be beneficially used for hydropower generation, ISF use, and possibly 
another downstream beneficial use under the lease. Return flows from that downstream 
beneficial use (or the water that was used for the ISF, if no additional uses occur) will be 
available for other beneficial uses further downstream.  Consequently, this lease of water will not 
adversely affect Colorado’s compact entitlements.  

 

IV. Terms and Conditions to Prevent Injury 

To prevent an expansion of use of the decreed water rights for Stagecoach Reservoir and to 
prevent injury to other water uses from the exercise of this loan agreement, UYWCD, CWT and 
CWCB (“Proponents”) propose to operate the lease in accordance with the following terms and 
conditions: 
 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENT 1 

MAP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Yampa River ISF; 6-01CW106
72.5 cfs (4/1-8/14)
47.5 cfs (8/15-3/31)

Stagecoach Reservoir

Lake Catamount

DWR Gage YAMABVCO
Yampa River Above Lake Catamount NR Steamboat Springs

USGS Gage 09237500
Yampa River Below Stagecoach Reservoir, CO

Morrison Creek
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Colorado Water Trust Proposed Temporary Lease

Stagecoach Reservoir
Pursuant to 37-83-105, C.R.S.



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENT 2 

AGREEMENT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





















Water Use Agreement - Appendix A.  Water Rights 

_______________________________________________________ 

Name 
Amount 
Absolute 

Adjud Date 
Approp 

Date 
Case No. 

Stagecoach Reservoir 
2nd filling 6,670 AF 12-31-1997 3-1-1996 97CW0084 

Pleasant Valley 
Reservoir 20,854 AF 5-30-1972 6-29-1959 

CA3926 
W946-76 

92CW0026 

Bear Reservoir 11,614.2 AF 3-30-1964 9-30-1961 
CA3538 

92CW0026 

Four Counties Ditch 
#1 & #3 

151 cfs  
(302 AF/day) 

3-30-1964 6-2-1958 
W1091-76 
92CW0026 
95CW0116 

Ditch Rights pursuant 
to 95CW0078 (Yellow 
Jacket, Union, Little 

Chief) 
514.8 AF* 

9-22-1892 
9-20-1906 
9-14-1946 

 
 

10-22-1889 
11-14-1889 
9-2-1904 
6-1-1918 
6-1-1919 

95CW0078 

*Reflects reduced CU amount pursuant to 89CW16.  37.5 AF of the Union Ditch 
CU was dedicated to wetland development and maintenance, water supply for 
water fowl ponds and recreation uses. 
 
 
Decreed Beneficial Uses:    
 
Case Nos. CA3538, 92CW0026  Bear Reservoir  
 



Domestic, municipal, irrigation, stock watering, industrial, hydropower 
generations of electricity, mining, recreation and piscatorial uses. (92CW0026, 
Paragraph 11F) 
 
Case No. 92CW0026 Pleasant Valley Reservoir 
 
Domestic, municipal, irrigation, stock watering, industrial, hydropower 
generations of electricity, mining, recreation and piscatorial uses. (92CW0026, 
Paragraph 11F) 
 
Case No. 95CW0078 Ditch Rights 
 
Municipal, Domestic, Industrial, Irrigation, Stock Watering, Recreation, 
Piscatorial, Power Generation, Evaporation, Augmentation, and Exchange 
 
Case Nos. 92CW0026, 95CW0116 & W1091-76 Four Counties Ditch  
 
Domestic, Municipal, Irrigation, Industrial, Generation of Electric Power and 
Energy, Mining, Recreation and all other Beneficial Uses. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENT 3 

UYWCD LETTER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENT 4 

CWT LETTER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 







 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENT 5 

CWCB LETTER 
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