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Rc: Water Supply Reserve Account Grant Application for III(: Seneca Ditch Project - Structure for Water
Control- S57.519,70 Basin Account WSRA Funds

Dear Mr. Doherty:

This leiter is 10 advise you that the ~rallt application for $57.)39.70 in Basin Account funds for the Seneca Ditch
Project - Structure for Water Control was reviewed by the North Platte Basin Roundtable (NPHHl) during its \1ay
2:;, :;01:; meeting, and was latcr evaluuted utilizin]; the '\iPBRT Water Supply Reserve Account Grant Evaluation
Criteria. During the June 12.2012 North Platte Basin Roundtable meeting, seven voting members of tile ~PBRT
voted to approve the project and the requested WSRA funding and om: voting member. Tom Hackleman, abstainc-i
from voting because he is the applicant and will he a direct beneficiary of the project. A minority report is not
required because there were no dissenting votes.

The NP[3R 1 has identified the development otthc full allocation of irrigated acres in the :\orth Platte Basin allowed
under the equitable apportionment Supreme Court Decree and the I hree Stutes "weemcnt as a very high priority
consumptive need. This project will provide funding to replace an old deteriorated headgare structure that no longer has
the ability to effectively regulate and control water. /\ new stru",ture will allow the landowners and users to dfeelively
and ~m\,'ientl) manage the anH,)unt (.lfwater entering the Seneca ditch during irrigation season, as well as provide a
positive shutoff contrtl! for the oitl.:h. This improved !eyel of water control will improve irrigation water managt.'mt!nt
anJ helldil all uses associated with the Selleca ditl:h water. Improved water el1icicm:y is a benefit to all I:onsumpti\t!
and associatt.!o n()n~onsumpri\'e uses ofirrigution wat~r '1 hI! Scm:ca Ditch providcs irrigation ,\alerto three ditli.:renl
lamhlwners in the northern part of the coun!)', which irrigate appro.\imately I, I 00 al:n:s ofha) and pasture land. In
addition III irrigating the highly \aluahle hayland. lht.' irrigation ditches belcl\\ tile structure create e:<;trernely valuaol~
irrigation indu\':ed wetlands and riparian arl.:as thaI provide habitat for Illany sJX:cies of big game. \\aterflw,,1 and
upland birds. including th~ Greater Sage vrouse,

The I\orth Plattl: Basin Roundtahle requests that this project be "fast tracked" and presented to the CWCB during the
[3oard's July 20 I ~ meeting. This will allow 'itkquat~ tilll!.! to get contra>:ts developed and cxecuted during the
slimmer \\hi.:h should f,Kili!atc hidding_ and constnl<,,;tion of'th~ headl,!ate b~ tile: fall of2()12, We would m.e to ~ee
the project on th~ ground this year ifa! all pnssihk.

Please leel f'rt!1:to call me with any queslions that you may have: regarding the ~or1h Plane Basin Roundtanle meeting
or our It!vel of support Illr this project.

Wm, K~l1t Crowder. Chair
North Platte Basin Roundtaole


