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TO: Colorado Water Conservation Board Members 
 

FROM: Chris Sturm, Stream Restoration Coordinator 
 Steve Miller, Sr. Water Resource Specialist 
 

SUBJECT: Agenda Item 21, July 17-18, 2012 Board Meeting 
Watershed and Flood Protection Section and Interstate, 
Federal, and Water Information Section, Presentation 
by Colorado Youth Corps Association 

 
Background    
Jennifer Freeman, Executive Director of the Colorado Youth Corps Association (“CYCA), will 
speak to the Board about several areas of mutual interest and potential collaboration.  The CYCA 
oversees 10 regional youth corps offices across Colorado, several of which have been actively 
engaged in tamarisk and Russian olive control projects funded in part by grants from the Board.  
See the attached article from the September 13, 2011 edition of the Grand Junction Daily 
Sentinel.  In addition, the CYCA is promoting pathways into natural resources careers for young 
adults coming up through the youth corps training programs.  See attached introductory 
statement re the CYCA’s Pathways to Natural Resources Careers.  Recently Ms. Freemen met 
with Director Gimbel and staff about these interests and it was agreed further discussion with the 
Board would be appropriate. 
 
Discussion 
Youth Corps field crews have been successfully used by many project sponsors as part of CWCB 
funded control projects.  Both the 2009 grants and the proposed 2012 program (see item # 20) 
have set a minimum project size of $10,000 for purpose of administrative efficiency.  The CYCA 
has offered to provide an avenue for those projects needing less than $10,000 of State assistance 
by running their own grant program for entities doing small projects utilizing youth corps crews.  
Basically the CWCB would provide $50,000 to the CYCA and they would then select and 
manage 5-10 projects which would receive subsidized corps services to be paid in full or part 
using the $50,000 provided by the CWCB.  This would allow CWCB staff to focus on bigger 
projects, allow some State support to small scale projects, and give the CYCA a direct role in 
project management. 
 
Staff Recommendation 
Staff recommends that the Board approve using up to $50,000 of the $1,000,000 authorized for 
phreatophyte control in the 2012 Projects Bill in a small scale (less than $10,000 per project) control 
project grant program to be administered by the CYCA.   
 
 

 
John W. Hickenlooper 
Governor 
 
Mike King 
DNR Executive Director 
 
Jennifer L. Gimbel 
CWCB Director 
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The Grand Junction Daily Sentinel: Tamarisk project a ‘true success’ 

By Gary Harmon, Tuesday, September 13, 2011  

Killing tamarisk along the Dolores River demands a concerted effort, one as subtle as a minuscule beetle 
and as direct as an excavator ripping the plants from the riverside. 

It’s also an expensive effort for the federal government, one made less so by a range of partners, from 
well-heeled foundations to young people just getting a start on life, Bureau of Land Management Director 
Robert Abbey said Tuesday during a tour of a tamarisk-studded section of the river. 

“It’s a true success, one that’s been under the radar screens,” Abbey said after a daylong tour during 
which he helped pile tamarisk branches that had been cut down moments before by crews from the 
Western and Southwestern sections of the Colorado Conservation Corps. 

Crew members, most of them in their 20s, worked chain saws and piled the slash, or tamarisk limbs and 
branches, into piles. They earn minimum wage and pile up credits toward college scholarships through 
AmeriCorps. 

On Tuesday morning, they were joined by several bureau officials, including Abbey, and representatives 
of The Nature Conservancy, the Walton Foundation and other organizations that contributed to the battle 
against the tamarisk. 

The tamarisk lining the Dolores River about seven miles from Gateway have been under assault from 
tamarisk beetles that were placed there in 2005. Those beetles were joined a year later by other beetles 
that crossed over the Uncompahgre Plateau from a foray among Utah tamarisk. The beetles now are 
laying waste to the Dolores River plants, said Sparky Taber, a natural resource specialist in the BLM’s 
Grand Junction Field Office. 

Once the beetles, which feed only on tamarisk, defoliate the plants, the conservation corps crews move in 
with chain saws, followed by “swampers,” crew members who pile the slash. Next come bureau weed-
management experts who paint the stumps with herbicide to prevent the root system, which reaches deep 
into the earth, from regenerating. 

Eventually, the slash piles will be ground to mulch by heavy equipment and left to nourish a new 
generation of native grasses and plants. 

In between, however, the bureau is deploying pesticides and a different wave of insects to rid the banks of 
such invaders as Russian knapweed, which chokes off native species. 

As weeds and tamarisk are removed from a 175-mile length of the river, new access for mammals such as 
deer and elk is created, Taber said. 

The Dolores River Restoration Project “sets the tone for what can be done elsewhere across the United 
States,” Abbey told the crews and others. “It’s a success that can be exported.” 

The project also illustrates the extent to which federal efforts are supplemented by environmental 
organizations and foundations, Abbey said, noting such partnerships will become more valuable as 
government budgets shrink as a result of the nation’s economic woes. 
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