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Activation of Phase 2 of the State Drought Mitigation and Response Plan, and the activation of the Agricultural Impact
Task Force remain in effect to respond to drought conditions throughout Colorado.

The persistence of above average temperatures throughout the state continues to exacerbate persistently dry conditions on the
west slope and parts of the eastern plains. Some areas of the state have received good June precipitation. However, high
temperatures and winds have decreased the beneficial moisture. Municipalities are reporting increased demand and
decreasing storage volumes. Some have implemented restrictions. Evapotranspiration rates are at, or near, all time highs for
this time period throughout much of the state. Wheat harvest is occurring 2 weeks early due to high temperatures and limited
water supplies. Agricultural impacts to both crops and herds are being reported. Snowpack in most river basins is comparable
to June 1, 2002 and melt out has completed in many. Extreme drought conditions have been expanded across the northwest
guadrant of the state according to the U.S. Drought Monitor; similar conditions also exist on the eastern plains in the Arkansas
River Basin.

= The last three months temperatures have been five degrees above average for most of Colorado, with some areas
experiencing temperatures eight degrees above normal.

= Reservoir storage remains decent throughout most of the state, at 98% of average and 92% of this time last year. The
Upper Colorado and Yampa/ White river basins have the highest percent of average storage with both at 113%, while
the Rio Grande has the lowest at 57% of average. All basins have seen a decline in average storage volumes since last
month.

» As of the June 19, 2012 US Drought Monitor, 100% of Colorado is experiencing some level of drought classification.
D1, moderate drought, conditions remain in much of the eastern plains, while the west slope is now classified as
experiencing D2, severe, and D3 extreme drought conditions. Pockets of D2 and D3 also exist in the San Luis Valley
and on the eastern plains. 27 % of the state is classified as experiencing “Extreme Drought”

= All streamflow forecasts are well below average. Most are below 50% statewide, with Tomichi Creek at Gunnison the
lowest at 7% and the Rio Grande at Wagon Wheel Gap the highest at 65% of average.

=  ENSO conditions remain neutral. A full transition to El Nifio could occur in the second half of 2012. EIl Nifio
conditions would favor more moisture for the state.

= Producers are reporting mixed yields from the early wheat harvest, with some areas seeing as much as 25-30 bushels
per acre and others as low as six. Rangeland conditions are poor to very poor and many counties are in the process of
requesting emergency grazing on CRP lands. Dry-land farmers are the most impacted at this time, although irrigators
are reporting needing more water than normal for this time of year.

= No federal drought declarations have been issued as of yet, but many counties anticipate needing to request a
declaration due to commodity loss as a result of drought.

= The fire situation rating for the Rocky Mountain Area remains at Preparedness Level 4, indicating that highly
complex large fire activity is occurring. Fires are escaping initial attack, as evident by the number of larger fires. Fire
severity is very high to extreme as reported in multiple areas. One or more regional dispatch centers are experiencing
an incident requiring type-1 or type-2 teams, and a majority of zone resources are committed. Priority setting is
needed for critical resources.

= There is a statewide ban on open burning and the private use of fireworks due to high fire danger.
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The adjacent map shows the US Drought Monitor
(USDM) for June 19, 2012. The USDM shows
expanded areas of the state in “Extreme Drought”
from previous weeks. Conditions continue to
deteriorate across nearly all of the state.

3 Months Ago
(0302002012 mag) 268,87 | 71.03 (4260 | 837 | 0.21 | 0.00

Starl of
Calandar vear | 67.79 [32.21 | 24.95 | 1494 | 004 | 000
1227/2011 map]

3
W;‘::‘\?sar G062 | 39.38 (2769 (1989 | 788 | 0.56

(QVZ7/2011 map)

One Year Ago
(061412011 mag) G6.84 | 41.16 [ 31.89 [ 2650 | 13.01 | 0.81

Intensify:
[ Abnarmally Dry Il 03 Omught - Exireme
01 Orought - Mederate [l ©2 Drought - Exceptional
0 02 Drought - Severe

The Drought Manitor focuses on broad-scala conditions. S
Local conditions may vary. See accompanying text summary UE,,_QA_ %
for forecast statements. s
. ; Releasad Thursday, June 21, 2012 Colorado Precipitation (in) June 1-16, 2012
http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu Richard Heim, National Climatic Data Center, NOAA P (in) !

While some areas of Colorado have seen decent 01_16juni2co

amounts of precipitation in June, others have seen PPT (in)
virtually none. Reports indicate that rainfall I o.00
amounts have been offset by high temperatures and 5 oo
wind on the eastern plains. Conditions on the B 025 - 0.50
western slope of the state continue to deteriorate [ 051-1.00
rapidly. I 101-200

I 201 -4.00

B 201 -442

Colorado

pixel valua

The adjacent map illustrates the three month

- standard precipitation index, which is ideally
suited for examining dryness over past time
scales. The scale ranges from +3 to -3. The -2

- seen on western slope in the adjacent map

ofor represents extremely dry conditions and falls
within the 2% percentile ranking. This means
e [ 1° that conditions in these areas are wetter 98%

of the time and drier only 2% of the time.

SPEINGFIELD [

NOTE: The next scheduled WATF meeting will be the morning of July 20, 2012 at the Colorado Parks & Wildlife Headquarters.
Additional information can be found at www.cwcb.state.co.us, or by contacting Ben Wade at ben.wade@state.co.us.
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