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Colorado Statewide High/Low Monthly Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 21, 2012



Yampa, White & North Platte River 
Basins Summary 
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Median Average WY2002 WY1997 WY2011 WY2012 Maximum Mininum

Current as Pct of  Avg: 69%
Current as Pct of  Last Year: 55%
Current as Pct of  Peak: 63%
Average as Pct of  Peak: 91%
Pct of  Avg Needed to Reach Peak: 395%
Average Peak Date: Apr 17

Yampa, White and North Platte River Basins High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 21, 2012
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Yampa and White River Basins High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 21, 2012







Forecasts Updated March 19, 2012 

Little Snake nr Lily 
68% 

White River nr Meeker 
62% 



Colorado River Basin Summary 
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Median Average WY2002 WY1997 WY2011 WY2012 Maximum Mininum

Current as Pct of  Avg: 68%
Current as Pct of  Last Year: 56%
Current as Pct of  Peak: 62%
Average as Pct of  Peak: 91%
Pct of  Avg Needed to Reach Peak: 427%
Average Peak Date: Apr 14

Upper Colorado River Basin High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 21, 2012
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Upper Colorado River Basin High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 21, 2012







Forecasts Updated March 19, 2012 

Colorado River nr Cameo 
62% 

Roaring Fork at Glenwood 
63% 



South Platte River Basin Summary 
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Median Average WY2002 WY1997 WY2011 WY2012 Maximum Mininum

Current as Pct of  Avg: 75%
Current as Pct of  Last Year: 65%
Current as Pct of  Peak: 64%
Average as Pct of  Peak: 85%
Pct of  Avg Needed to Reach Peak: 241%
Average Peak Date: Apr 23

South Platte River Basin High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 21, 2012
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South Platte River Basin High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 21, 2012







Forecasts Updated March 21, 2012 

Cheesman Lake Inflow 
60% 

Big Thompson River 
72% 

South Platte at South Platte 
60% 

Clear Ck at Golden 
74% 

S. Boulder nr Eldorado  
88% 



March 1 Forecast 
was 94% of Average 



Gunnison River Basin Summary 
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Current as Pct of  Avg: 75%
Current as Pct of  Last Year: 67%
Current as Pct of  Peak: 68%
Average as Pct of  Peak: 91%
Pct of  Avg Needed to Reach Peak: 344%
Average Peak Date: Apr 12

Gunnison River Basin High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 21, 2012
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Gunnison River Basin High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 21, 2012







Forecasts Updated March 19, 2012 

Ridgway Reservoir Inflow 
81% 

NF Gunnison nr Somerset 
58% 

Blue Mesa Inflow 
58% 

Gunnison River nr 
Grand Junction 58% 



San Miguel, Dolores, Animas & San Juan 
River Basins Summary 
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Median Average WY2002 WY1997 WY2011 WY2012 Maximum Mininum

Current as Pct of  Avg: 76%
Current as Pct of  Last Year: 95%
Current as Pct of  Peak: 71%
Average as Pct of  Peak: 93%
Pct of  Avg Needed to Reach Peak: 417%
Average Peak Date: Apr 10

Upper Rio Grande Basin High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 21, 2012
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Median Average WY2002 WY1997 WY2011 WY2012 Maximum Mininum

Current as Pct of  Avg: 76%
Current as Pct of  Last Year: 85%
Current as Pct of  Peak: 72%
Average as Pct of  Peak: 95%
Pct of  Avg Needed to Reach Peak: 536%
Average Peak Date: Apr 07

San Miguel, Dolores, Animas & San Juan River Basins High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 21, 2012
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San Miguel, Dolores, Animas & San Juan River Basins
High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 21, 2012







Forecasts Updated March 19, 2012 

Vallecito Reservoir Inflow 
85% 

McPhee Reservoir Inflow 
70% 



Upper Rio Grande Basin Summary 
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Current as Pct of  Avg: 76%
Current as Pct of  Last Year: 95%
Current as Pct of  Peak: 71%
Average as Pct of  Peak: 93%
Pct of  Avg Needed to Reach Peak: 417%
Average Peak Date: Apr 10

Upper Rio Grande Basin High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 21, 2012
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Upper Rio Grande Basin High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 21, 2012







March 1 Forecast was 
94 % of Average 



Arkansas River Basin Summary 
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Median Average WY2002 WY1997 WY2011 WY2012 Maximum Mininum

Current as Pct of  Avg: 83%
Current as Pct of  Last Year: 86%
Current as Pct of  Peak: 75%
Average as Pct of  Peak: 90%
Pct of  Avg Needed to Reach Peak: 262%
Average Peak Date: Apr 13

Arkansas River Basin High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 21, 2012
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Arkansas River Basin High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar 21, 2012







March 1 Forecast 
was 77% of Average 



Colorado Statewide Summary 









March 1 Statewide Precipitaiton: 
90% of Average  













The 2012 Water Year 
• October - Well above average precipitation in all basins. Upper Rio Grande, Arkansas 

and South Platte basins had above average SWE also. All other basins had below average 
SWE. 

• November - Cumulative precipitation was near or above average in all basins. November 
was drier than average across the state, except for in the Yampa/White. Statewide, SWE 
was tracking along at average until the last week in Nov when things dried up and ended 
Nov below average. 

• December - DRY across the state. The only basin to see average precip during Dec was 
Upper Rio Grande. TheYampa/White recorded just 29% of average precip. SWE as of 
Jan 1 was below average in all basins. The Arkansas & Upper Rio basins were near 
average (~90%). Yampa/White was at just 57%. 

• January -  Dry until ~16th across the state. The Gunnison and Colorado basins saw well 
above average snowfall the last half of Jan. All other basins returned to typical 
accumulation. Feb 1 measured SWE was still below average in all basins. Southern basins 
had dropped 13 -15 percentage point since Jan 1. Precip in Gunnison and Colorado basins 
was near average in Jan all other basins were below average. 

• February – Had near or above average snowfall and precipitation across the state. The 
Colorado and Upper Rio Grande basins reported snowfall totals at 97% of average. 
Boosted snowpack totals in all basins, greatest increases in the Yampa and San Juan 
basins. Statewide the snowpack increased by 9 percentage points. 

• March – DRY so far this month! Well below average snowfall totals statewide, most 
basins snowpack percentages dropped to near or below their Febuary first numbers. The 
South Platte faired the worse, dropping 14 percentage points, a result of warm 
temperatures melting much of the snow in the basin.  
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