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New Records Set at 46 Measuring Sites



New Statewide Record Snowpack (SWE) Set at Tower SNOTEL

Previous SWE= 71.1 inches on 5/1/78

This year’s maximum to-date SWE = 73.9 inches on 5/6/11

47 yrs record

16’ Mark

16’ Mark

Cameron Pass Snow Course

New Record:  48.7” SWE 133” Depth on 4/28/11

Old Record:  40.9” SWE 97” Depth on 4/29/86

76 years of record

April 28, 2011



Yampa, White & North Platte River 

Basins Summary



White
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Median Average WY2002 WY1997 WY2010 WY2011 Maximum Mininum

Current as Pct of  Avg: 178%
Current as Pct of  Last Year: 193%
Current as Pct of  Peak: 147%

Average as Pct of  Peak: 83%
Current Peak as Pct of  Avg Peak: 160%
Current Peak Date: May 05

Average Peak Date: Apr 17

Yampa, White and North Platte River Basins High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of May 11, 2011
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Yampa and White River Basins High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of May 11, 2011





White

Laramie

North Platte

Little Snake

Yampa

Little Snake R. nr Lily

216%

Yampa R nr Maybell

195%

White R nr Meeker

148%

N. Platte R nr Northgate

220%



Colorado River Basin Summary



Roaring 

Fork

Blue

Upper

Colorado
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Median Average WY2002 WY1997 WY2010 WY2011 Maximum Mininum

Current as Pct of  Avg: 165%
Current as Pct of  Last Year: 214%
Current as Pct of  Peak: 128%

Average as Pct of  Peak: 78%
Current Peak as Pct of  Avg Peak: 149%
Current Peak Date: May 03

Average Peak Date: Apr 14

Upper Colorado River Basin High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of May 11, 2011



0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

Average WY2011 WY2010 WY1997 WY2002

P
re

ci
p

it
at

io
n

 (
In

ch
e

s)

Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep

Upper Colorado River Basin High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of May 11, 2011







Roaring 

Fork

Blue

Upper

Colorado

Eagle

Colo. R. nr Cameo

160%

Roaring Fk @ Glenwood Spgs

141%

Ruedi Resv. Inflow

142%

Green Mtn Resv Inflow

155%

Lake Granby Inflow

182%

Lake Powell Inflow:  Apr-Jul  11.5 million ac-ft  145% avg.
As of 5/01/2011



South Platte River Basin Summary



Upper & Lower 

South Platte 

Headwaters

Cache La Poudre

Big Thompson

Boulder & St. Vrain

Clear Creek
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Median Average WY2002 WY1997 WY2010 WY2011 Maximum Mininum

Current as Pct of  Avg: 153%
Current as Pct of  Last Year: 165%
Current as Pct of  Peak: 132%

Average as Pct of  Peak: 86%
Current Peak as Pct of  Avg Peak: 146%
Current Peak Date: May 05

Average Peak Date: Apr 23

South Platte River Basin High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of May 11, 2011
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South Platte River Basin High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of May 11, 2011







Upper & Lower 

South Platte 

Headwaters

Cache La Poudre

Big Thompson

Boulder & St. Vrain

Clear Creek

S. Platte R. @ S. Platte

105%

Clear Ck @ Golden

147%

Cache La Poudre @ Canyon Mouth

155%



Gunnison River Basin Summary



Upper Gunnison

Lower Gunnison

Uncompahgre
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Median Average WY2002 WY1997 WY2010 WY2011 Maximum Minimum

Current as Pct of  Avg: 145%
Current as Pct of  Last Year: 215%
Current as Pct of  Peak: 105%

Average as Pct of  Peak: 72%
Current Peak as Pct of  Avg Peak: 125%
Current Peak Date: May 03

Average Peak Date: Apr 12

Gunnison River Basin High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of May 11, 2011
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Gunnison River Basin High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of May 11, 2011







Upper Gunnison

Lower Gunnison

Uncompahgre

N. Fork Gunnison R. nr 

Somerset

134%

Gunnison R. nr Grand. Jct.

126%

Blue Mesa Resv. Inflow

131%

Uncompahgre @ Colona

106%

Tomichi Ck @ Sargents

116%



San Miguel, Dolores, Animas & San Juan 

River Basins Summary



Animas

San Miguel

Dolores

San Juan
Mancos La Plata
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Median Average WY2002 WY1997 WY2010 WY2011 Maximum Mininum

Current as Pct of  Avg: 94%
Current as Pct of  Last Year: 171%
Current as Pct of  Peak: 68%

Average as Pct of  Peak: 73%
Current Peak as Pct of  Avg Peak: 91%
Current Peak Date: Mar 29

Average Peak Date: Apr 07

San Miguel, Dolores, Animas & San Juan River Basins High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of May 11, 2011
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San Miguel, Dolores, Animas & San Juan River Basins
High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of May 11, 2011







Animas

San Miguel

Dolores

San Juan
Mancos

La Plata

McPhee Resv. Inflow

73%

Animas R. @ Durango

91%

San Juan R. nr Carracas

77%

San Miguel R. nr Placerville

92%



Upper Rio Grande Basin Summary



Alamosa-Culebra-Trinchera

Saguache-San Luis

Upper Rio

Grande

Conejos-San Antonio
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Median Average WY2002 WY1997 WY2010 WY2011 Maximum Mininum

Current as Pct of  Avg: 85%
Current as Pct of  Last Year: 106%
Current as Pct of  Peak: 60%

Average as Pct of  Peak: 71%
Current Peak as Pct of  Avg Peak: 79%
Current Peak Date: Apr 11

Average Peak Date: Apr 10

Upper Rio Grande Basin High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of May 11, 2011
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Upper Rio Grande Basin High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of May 11, 2011







Alamosa-Culebra-Trinchera

Saguache-San Luis

Upper Rio

Grande

Conejos-San Antonio

Rio Grande nr Del Norte

77%

South Fork RG @ South Fork

80%

Alamosa Ck abv Terrace Resv.

76%

Conejos R. nr Mogote

80%

Culebra Ck @ San Luis

37%

Ute Ck nr Ft. Garland

33%

Saguache Ck nr Saguache

79%



Arkansas River Basin Summary



Apishapa

Cucharas-Huerfano

Upper

Arkansas

Purgatoire
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Median Average WY2002 WY1997 WY2010 WY2011 Maximum Mininum

Current as Pct of  Avg: 116%
Current as Pct of  Last Year: 130%
Current as Pct of  Peak: 85%

Average as Pct of  Peak: 73%
Current Peak as Pct of  Avg Peak: 103%
Current Peak Date: May 03

Average Peak Date: Apr 13

Arkansas River Basin High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of May 11, 2011
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Arkansas River Basin High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of May 11, 2011







Apishapa

Cucharas-Huerfano

Upper

Arkansas

Purgatoire

Arkansas R. @ Salida

133%

Pueblo Resv. Inflow

125%

Grape Ck nr Westcliffe

29%

Huerfano R. nr Redwing

47%

Trinidad Lake Inflow

33%



Colorado Statewide Summary











Colorado SWSI

May 2011


