














































































Lower Arkansas Valley Water Conservancy District

Proposed Rotational Land Fallowing - Water Leasing Program

Table 1.  Irrigated acres by crop type, based on 2003 GIS data from CDSS HydroBase records Table 2.  Lower Arkansas Valley Crop Production by County, 2002 or 2007

Crop Irrigated
Canal Type Acres

Bessemer Ditch
Alfalfa 4,078
Corn (grain) 295
Corn (silage) 2,052
Dry beans 2,302
Grass/pasture 1,585 Acres Acres Total Acres Acres Acres Acres
Small grains (e.g., sorghum) 1,054 Harvested Production Units Harvested Production Units Harvested Production Units Harvested Production Units Harvested Production Units Harvested Production Units
Vegetables 709 Alfalfa1

No crop 5,905 Irrigated 22,080 --- tons, dry 3,848 --- tons, dry 18,161 --- tons, dry 62,641 --- tons, dry 8,734 --- tons, dry --- --- tons, dry
SUB-TOTAL Bessemer Ditch = 17,980 Total 26,418 49,558 tons, dry 5,027 9,910 tons, dry 18,694 45,715 tons, dry 69,861 186,837 tons, dry 9,674 23,131 tons, dry --- --- tons, dry

Rocky Ford Highline Corn for grain2

Alfalfa 9,676 Irrigated 10,500 1,840,000 bushels --- --- bushels 10,000 1,800,000 bushels 19,600 3,160,000 bushels 3,900 830,000 bushels --- --- bushels
Corn (grain) 21 Total 10,500 1,840,000 bushels --- --- bushels 10,000 1,800,000 bushels 30,100 3,610,000 bushels 3,900 830,000 bushels 1,000 180,000 bushels
Corn (silage) 146 Corn for silage1

Dry beans 288 Irrigated 736 --- tons (D) --- tons 1,633 --- tons 4,224 --- tons 1,548 --- tons --- --- tons
Grass/pasture 1,719 Total 909 5,957 tons (D) (D) tons 1,653 21,060 tons 4,376 68,165 tons 1,548 21,383 tons --- --- tons
Small grains (e.g., sorghum) 1,085 Dry beans1

Wheat 132 Irrigated --- --- CWT --- --- CWT 235 --- CWT --- --- CWT 1,879 --- CWT --- --- CWT
Wheat (fall) 50 Total --- --- CWT --- --- CWT 235 2,898 CWT --- --- CWT 1,879 41,794 CWT --- --- CWT
No crop 8,998 Grass/pasture

SUB-TOTAL Rocky Ford Highline = 22,114 Irrigated --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- ---
Oxford Farmers Ditch Total --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- ---

Alfalfa 2,145 Sorghum for grain2

Corn (grain) 11 Irrigated (D) (D) bushels (D) (D) bushels (D) (D) bushels 8,900 740,000 bushels (D) (D) bushels 6,400 470,000 bushels
Corn (silage) 148 Total 4,300 268,000 bushels 3,700 111,000 bushels 1,300 125,000 bushels 22,900 1,250,000 bushels 2,100 56,000 bushels 300 20,000 bushels
Dry beans 173 Vegetables1

Grass/pasture 712 Irrigated --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- ---
Small grains (e.g., sorghum) 470 Total (D) --- --- (D) --- --- 1,977 --- --- 1,408 --- --- 1,792 --- --- --- --- ---
Vegetables 33 Wheat, all2

Wheat 61 Irrigated 4,700 332,000 bushels (D) (D) bushels 4,300 328,000 bushels 20,300 1,049,000 bushels (D) (D) bushels 1,000 72,000 bushels
Wheat (fall) 61 Total 8,400 472,000 bushels 600 25,000 bushels 5,500 372,000 bushels 132,300 5,929,000 bushels 1,500 83,000 bushels --- --- bushels
No crop 1,530 (D) Data published in combined counties or districts to avoid disclosure of individual operations.

SUB-TOTAL Oxford Farmers Ditch = 5,345 1Data from 2002 Census of Agriculture - County Data

Otero Canal 2Data from 2007 USDA/NASS county estimates.
Alfalfa 387 3May also include harvested acres and production from Baca and/or Las Animas County.
Grass/pasture 145 4Information from Lower Arkansas Valley Water Conservancy District website, www.lavwcd.org.
Small grains (e.g., sorghum) 116
No crop 2,824

SUB-TOTAL Otero Canal = 3,472 Table 3.  Historical Diversions for Select Lower Arkansas Valley Canals, IY* 1976-2004
Catlin Canal

Alfalfa 7,937
Corn (grain) 26
Corn (silage) 86
Dry beans 52
Grass/pasture 1,536 Bessemer Ditch 66,226
Small grains (e.g., sorghum) 1,492 Catlin Canal 92,889
Vegetables 586 Fort Lyon Canal 245,145
Wheat 44 Fort Lyon Storage Canal 72,212
Wheat (fall) 6 Holbrook Canal 49,979
No crop 6,638 Otero Canal 7,693

SUB-TOTAL Catlin Canal = 18,403 Oxford Farmers Ditch 26,700
Holbrook Canal Rocky Ford Highline 89,037

Alfalfa 7,195 TOTAL = 649,881
Grass/pasture 701 *IY = irrigation year (November 1 through October 31)
Small grains (e.g., sorghum) 148
Vegetables 86
Wheat (fall) 12
No crop 6,955

SUB-TOTAL Holbrook Canal = 15,097
Fort Lyon Canal (includes both upstream and downstream areas on map)

Alfalfa 54,261
Corn (silage) 658
Dry beans 11
Grass/pasture 12,555
Small grains (e.g., sorghum) 1854.95
Vegetables 54
Wheat 1,661
Wheat (fall) 149
No crop 20,987

SUB-TOTAL Fort Lyon Canal = 92,192
OVERALL TOTAL = 174,604

OVERALL TOTAL, minus No crop (fallow) lands = 120,768

Ditch
Average Annual 
Diversions [AF]

Fort Lyon Canal Bessemer Ditch

Crop

Canals associated with 
Rotational Fallowing 
Program, irrigating in 

County4 Fort Lyon Canal Holbrook Canal

Oxford Farmers Ditch, Rocky Ford 
Highline, Otero Canal, Catlin Canal, 
Fort Lyon Canal

County
Bent Crowley Otero Prowers Pueblo COMBINED3


