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Mean Weekly Trajectory of the Pacific Jet
Mid-November 2010 to Mid-January 2011

In the past couple of months the
general path of the Pacific jet stream
across the continental United States
resembled a simple sine wave, with
a ridge in the west and a trough in
the east. This wave configuration in
the Pacific jet stream is commonly
observed during La Niña episodes.

However this past December, a large
kink in the jet formed over the Gulf
of Alaska, causing it to turn sharply
southward along the west coast.
Such a track is more often observed
during the winters of El Niño events.

This southward shift in the jet,
hence the storm track, resulted in
extraordinary precipitation (rain and
snow) amounts across southern
California, the Desert Southwest
and Four Corners regions, including
southwest Colorado.

Weather Summary for WY 2011



Yampa, White & North Platte River 
Basins Summary



White

Laramie

North Platte

Little Snake

Yampa









0

10

20

30

40

50

60

Average WY2011 WY2010 WY1997 WY2002

Pr
ec
ip
it
at
io
n 
(I
nc
he

s)
Yampa and White River Basins High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary

Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Feb 15, 2011
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Little Snake R. nr Lily
119%

Yampa R nr Maybell
129%

White R nr Meeker
114%

N. Platte R nr Northgate
145%



Colorado River Basin Summary
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Colo. R. nr Cameo
120%

Roaring Fk @ Glenwood Spgs
117%

Ruedi Resv. Inflow
114%

Green Mtn Resv Inflow
121%

Lake Granby Inflow
124%

Lake Powell Inflow:  Apr-Jul  9.0 million ac-ft  113% avg.
As of 2/15/2011



South Platte River Basin Summary
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Upper & Lower 
South Platte 
Headwaters

Cache La Poudre

Big Thompson

Boulder & St. Vrain

Clear Creek

S. Platte R. @ S. Platte
105%

Clear Ck @ Golden
120%

Cache LaPoudre @ Canyon Mouth
125%



Gunnison River Basin Summary
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Upper Gunnison

Lower Gunnison

Uncompahgre

N. Fork Gunnison R. nr 
Somerset

121%

Gunnison R. nr Grand. Jct.
109%

Blue Mesa Resv. Inflow
108%

Uncompahgre @ Colona
94%

Tomichi Ck @ Sargents
100%



San Miguel, Dolores, Animas & San Juan 
River Basins Summary
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McPhee Resv. Inflow
91%

Animas R. @ Durango
100%

San Juan R. nr Carracas
91%

San Miguel R. nr Placerville
91%



Upper Rio Grande Basin Summary
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Alamosa-Culebra-Trinchera

Saguache-San Luis

Upper Rio
Grande

Conejos-San Antonio

Rio Grande nr Del Norte
91%

South Fork RG @ South Fork
91%

Alamosa Ck abv Terrace Resv.
87%

Conejos R. nr Mogote
91%

Culebra Ck @ San Luis
57%

Ute Ck nr Ft. Garland
49%

Saguache Ck nr Saguache
97%



Arkansas River Basin Summary
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Apishapa

Cucharas-Huerfano

Upper
Arkansas

Purgatoire

Arkansas R. @ Salida
118%

Pueblo Resv. Inflow
105%

Grape Ck nr Westcliffe
78%

Huerfano R. nr Redwing
65%

Trinidad Lake Inflow
58%



Colorado Statewide Summary













Colorado SWSI
January 2011



Colorado SWSI
February 2011
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