
Wildfire at Great Sand Dunes National Park 
and Preserve spreads to nearby Sangre de 
Cristo mountain range 
(Photo: Wendy Kingery / June 18, 2010)

There have been several large wildfires in the past 
month, but recent moisture has reduced ignitions

Warmer & Drier Conditions as we move into late 
June & July are expected to bring increased fire 
activity

Fine fuels (grasses and brush) that are abundant 
due to seasonal precipitation will dry out in the fall 
and add to fuel loading

State has resources available

CSFS currently has resources assigned to fires in 
Alaska, Texas and New Mexico



• average fire potential is predicted for the Rocky 
Mountain Area through September

• late spring precipitation reversed a dry start to the 2010 
spring season in much of Colorado

•Grass fire season has been much quieter that in 2008 
and 2009. 

•Green up of fine fuels as a result of April precipitation 
alleviated concerns for above normal fire potential 
through May



 Significant fine fuel loading and insect caused tree 
mortality across the RM area will support large fire 
growth during hot and dry periods 

 NW Colorado will need to be monitored closely this 
summer as climate outlooks suggest a drier than 
average summer and above avg .temperatures 
through July and Aug. 

 Wetter than avg. conditions are forecast east of the 
divide

 Colorado Fire season will likely begin to take shape in 
June and early July

 10 days of hot and dry weather can lead to wildfires 
regardless of the amount of prior precipitation



 Despite vast expanses of dead and dying 
trees which create large fire hazard, weather 
will largely determine the likelihood of fires 

 Most beetle damage is in higher elevations 
where conditions remain wetter later into the 
years

 Hot & dry periods make beetle killed forest 
more susceptible to large fire potential (if red 
needles remain)
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