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Water Year 2010 Temperature Departures

Water Year 2010
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Rank: 23.7 degrees is 21th coolest 

for period of record 1895-2010

February Average Temperature History for Colorado (NCDC)



Denver, CO Jan 1, 2009 - Mar 22, 2010  Mean and Actual Daily 

Temperature
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Grand Junction Jan 1, 2009 - Mar 22, 2010  Mean and Actual 

Daily Temperature
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Climate divisions defined by Dr. Klaus Wolter of 

NOAA's Climate Diagnostic Center in Boulder, CO



Division 1 – Grand Lake 1NW
Grand Lake 1 NW

2010 Water Year

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

O
C
T

N
O
V

D
E
C

JA
N

FEB
M

A
R

A
P
R

M
A
Y

JU
N

JU
L

A
U
G

SE
P

Months

A
c

c
u

m
u

la
te

d
 P

re
c
ip

it
a

ti
o

n
 (

In
c

h
e

s
)

30 Year Averages-1971-2000 Period of Record Average - 1941 - 2002 2010 Water Year Accumulated

Max Precip Min Precip



Division 2 – Grand Junction
Grand Junction WSFO

2010 Water Year
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Division 3 – Montrose
Montrose #2

2010 Water Year
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Division 3 – Mesa Verde NP
Mesa Verde NP

2010 Water Year  
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Division 4 – Del Norte
Del Norte 

2010 Water Year
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Division 5 – Pueblo
Pueblo WSO

2010 Water Year

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

16

18

20

O
C
T

N
O
V

D
E
C

JA
N

FEB
M

A
R

A
P
R

M
A
Y

JU
N

JU
L

A
U
G

SE
P

Months

A
c
c
u

m
u

la
te

d
 P

re
c
ip

it
a
ti

o
n

 (
In

c
h

e
s
)

30 Year Averages-1971-2000 Period of Record Average - 1874-2000 2010 Water Year Accumulated Max Precip Min Precip



Division 6 - Burlington
Burlington

2010 Water Year  
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Division 7 – Akron
Akron 4E 

2010 Water Year
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Division 8 – Fort Collins 
Fort Collins

2010 Water Year
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Division 8 – Kassler
Kassler

2010 Water Year
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Division 8 - Boulder
Boulder 

2010 Water Year
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3-month SPI



6-month SPI



12-month SPI



What About Flood Potential?



• Melting snow is usually not a big problem 
– but that doesn’t mean it is never a problem

• Current conditions don’t tell us much about 
our major flood potential for the coming 
months 

• The next 12 weeks offer the greatest 
potential, climatologically, for large-area, 
long duration storms that produce 
“volume” floods  -- example – April 1999

• We begin the transition from volume flood 
to flash flood potential as we move into 
late May and June



Colorado Climate Center

Data and Power Point Presentations 

available for downloading

http://ccc.atmos.colostate.edu 

– then click on “Presentations”


