Watershed Assessment of River Stability and Sediment Supply (WARSSS)

Rapid Resource Inventory for Sediment and Stabity Consequences (RRISSC)
South Platte Headwaters Watershed
Park County, Colorado
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. 4 WARSSS RISSCC Ratings
Lege n d Sedimentation and stream instability have long been recognized as important
sources of pollution and degradation in the South Platte Watershed. To better
WARSSS-RRISSC RATING understand this concern, we began an assessment of the watershed, beginning with
_ the South Platte Headwaters, using protocol described in WARSSS (Watershed
Very High Assessment of River Stability and Sediment Sources). Results are intended for use
_ in prioritizing areas for protection or mitigation in a way that will maximize
High benefits on a system-wide basis.
Moderate Reaches or sub-watersheds that score high (orange) or very high (red) are priority
targets for mitigation or restoration efforts. These areas have the most acute
Low instability or are the greatest sources of volume of sediment. Restoring these
reaches or mitigating impacts there may have the greatest positive influence on the
«  End of Numbered Stream Reach system as a whole.
. Reaches that score low (grey) tend to be the least-impacted or most stable. These
Land Ownershi P areas are lowest priority for mitigation, but high priority for continued protection.
Bureau of Land Management 0 5 (N W B B oLy (I N\ T, | T A Note that many of these reaches are on lands already protected by agencies or
e RIS ¥ B Q. N PR () 2| - = Lol NN el PO = private trusts, but opportunities still exist to secure protection on highly-functioning
| e o —— oS AN A g Y TR RTINRT DV 7 ¢ o0 portions of the watershed.
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Data Sources: Ownership/protected lands information was derived from COMAP Reaches that score moderate (yellow) are impacted to a lesser degree or the nature
State Land Board v.7 digital data set provided by the Natural Resources Ecology Lab, Colorado State of human impact on instability or sediment production is poorly understood.
- gniversilfir.GEAlgd(liititoan Shll{fi):lmsﬁon (:v?lf dIeJrSiV(e}d irm.n tlhg US Delgatl:tmeilf& (t)lf the ; Further assessment by more quantitative means may highlight additional mitigation
State W”d“fe Area ensus ata, ata, an (¢ c€ological dSurvey Nationa as an . oy
National Hydrography data sets. or protection opportunities.
Watershed Boundary The watershed is a constantly changing system, and our knowledge of it is
g constantly improving. WARSSS ratings and priorities should continue to be
R _| updated as conditions change and new findings come to light.
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